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TO THE 

I ■ ■ ■ • 

R E A D E R. 

EXPECT no more Commenda- 
tions of our Arabian Author -, or 
Apologies for any thing that may fecm; 
liable to Cenfure in his Letters. There 
is. no End of ;anfwerii)g thcf ^Cavils of* 
•thofe, who, to gain thie Char^c3:er of 
Critics, wi^l create' F'tults where they 
&nd none ; an4 inipute the very Overr 
fights of the FVeft to the Ignorance of 
the Author, mh^r: than a BQok fhall 
efcape fixe from Cenfure^ 

What is wanting irj. the. Style, where- 

it m^y be fuppos'^ to come (hort of. the 

Original, my ft be. laid to the Italian's 

, charge, who undertook the firft Verfioti 

of fb remote a Language. For the Engr- 

I lifli TranflatDrhasiJijdeavouifd toToIlow 

! him as clofe as^the diffbrence. of idioms^ 

will admit..' And all the world knows,. 

that the Ehgliih. Tongue is none of the 

moil ccrpious. and fignific^t. But,. i£ 
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To the READER. 

this (hall fccm an invidious rcfleftloh, 
fubftituted in the room of a paffable cx- 
cufe, the Englifli Tranflator in honour 
both of the Foreign Copies, and his own 
Native Language (for he is a true Eng- 
lilhman both by filood and Affedion) is 
willing to take the blame of all defeds 
on himfelf, Afluring you> That what- 
ibevcr roughncfs or want of elegance; 
whatfoever carelefsnefs of expreffion is. 
to be found in the Englifh Tranflation, 
though it may be a fault indeed, yet 'tis 
purely owing to the candor of him who 
has committed it : Since the chief rca- 
fon of fuch negle6fc is, becaufe he was 
loth the Reader (hould lofe the original 
fcnfe, for the fake of a fweet period^^ or 
a delicate cadence. 

If in other places he feems affefted, 
as in retaining the Turkifti and Arabic 
Words, where they might as well have 
been rendered Englifli -, this alfo was out 
of refpeil to his Copy, where thofe 
words are left as, we may fuppofe, they 
were found in the Original Arabic. 

This is addrefs'd to fuch Gentlemen as 
have procured the Italian Copies of thefc 
Letters. For we are informed, that they 

are 
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To the R B A D £ R. 

are in the hands of (bme Englifh Travel- 
lers, who had a curiofir^ to compare the 
different Tranflations together. 

However, to evidence that this is not 
ipoken in partiality to ourielves, hut 
with equal r^;ard to that learnd Fa* 
reigncr, who firft brought thefe Letters 
to light ; it will' not be amifs to ex- 
hibit fuch probable Reafbns, as might 
induce him to leave fbme Arabic Words 
untranflated rather than others, tbo' 
they had both the lame feoie. 

The beft method of clearing up 
this point, will be by producing in- 
ftaiices, fuch as that, where the Word 
** Vizirs** is retain*d by the Eng- 
liih Tranilator, becauib it was not 
changed by the Italian* Doubtlefs it had 
been as cafy to fay " The feven Chief 
" Spirits, Angels, Chancellors, or Mini- 
**fters above" as ** The feven Vizifs/* 
But fince the Italian Copy has not altered 
the word " Vizirs*' the English Tran- 
flator thought iit to let it ftand. And 
he conceives, *lis proper enough in both 
Vcrfioris ; becaufe it better exprefles the 
Thought of the Turkilh Author, than 
A 4 any 



to the READER. 

any IteBan or Englifli word can So, be* 
ing^aTitk of Dignity peculiar to the Ot- 
toman Empire: Where the credulous 
people ar^ made to believe, that their 
Monirchy, with all its Officers of State, 
is exi<a:ly modeird according to the pat** 
tern of the Celeftial Court and Kingdom;. 
Thefefore it appears* very natural in a 
Tufk, to cali the Minifters of Heaven by 
the Title of Vizirs, Begletbegs, Bafla's, or 
Whatib^vfer other appellatives arc ufed 
by them, to ^xprefs the Dignity of their 
Grandees on earth. Ahd who would go 
to fpoil his fenfe for the fake of a word ? 
^ Befides, not to let this paflage fall 
without due remarks, is it not common 
in our Bible to call God " Lord of Lords ?^ 
And how can ifhisfeeotherwifeexprcfled 
i^i Arabic, but by the title which is ap* 
propriated to the principal Governors of 
rrovinces, whbm in their Language they 
call Beglerbegs ? It is equally ufual in 
Scripture to ftile God ** King of Kings,'' 
a Title frequen tly aiTumed by the Eaftern 
Monarchs. Nay, in our common dif- 
courfe here in England, it is cuftomary 
tt) give God the Title of « The King of 
'. ' '^Heaven/*' 



To the R E A D E R. 

" Heaven." And why^ may we not as 
well give to the Arch- Angels, and 
Angels^ &jQ. the Titles which are ordi* 
oarily apply 'd to the Prince and Nobles 
on Earth ? But, however, if this will not 
appear allowable in a Chriftian, yet no 
Man can wonder at the Turk, wJien he 
hears him ufe liis native Diale^S^, Ipeak- 
ing of the Potentates above. Aqd if this 
be granted, I hope neither the Italian 
will be blamed for preferving the pecu- ' 
liar Plirafe of an Eaftern Author, nor 
the En^ifli. Tranflator be accus'd fOr 
following fo polite a Pattern. , 

This . inftance had .not beent prefs'd fo 
far, but in hopes that; .what is already 
laid, may iervc as a plcja for feveral other 
examples of like nature ip this Volume : 
Where it is impoiTiblftforany.Europeaai 
to exprefsthpfull^ meaning of an Ori- 
ental i Authofi wijthout. relerving fonxe 
words . of his very Language. A^d in 
thisi the Italian .Tranfl^jtor isi chieflv 
vin4icat€4i.from whofe Copy th^hgliflii 
in feph. cafes jhM, i^^p-reafon to fwcri^o*. 
4iMi thiis 'nauoh n?ay fuffige to anfw.efi* 
jaJi.ohjexSipns about the Style,. 

A 5; . As\ 



To the READER. 
As to the Matter itfelf, it appears full 
of inftriidlion, in Hiftorical, Moral, and 
Political Affairs. Nor need any man 
wonder, if he encounter feme paffages 
which may be found in other Writers, 
both Gentile and ChriiUan ; lince the 
Author of thefe Letters profefles, That 
he has taken much pains to perule the 
Treatifes of the Ancients both whilft he 
ftudy'd in the Academies, and during 
his refidence at Paris, he often frequent- 
ed the Libraries in that City, whereof 
there is no fcarcity. He fpent a great 
deal of time in reading modern as well 
as ancient Authors : By which means, 
he not only improved his Knowledge in 
the univerfal Hiftory of former Times^ 
but grew familiar with the moft remark- 
able occurrences in Europe, during thefe 
later Centuries. So that, in fome of his 
Letters, one would fwear he had read 
Sabellius, Petrus Juftinianus, Philip de 
Comines, and other European Writers : 
For he feems to come very near them, in 
relating fome particular Stories, And it 
tnay be fuppos'd that he took this Ad- 
vantage to oblige the Turkifti Grandees 
to whom he writ, by inferting in his 

Letters 



To the R E A D E R. 

Letters fuch paflages as they were 
wholly ftrangers to. 

There need no more be faid, but that 
you may expefl another Volume of Let- 
ters very fpqedily. 

Farewell. 
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LETTER I. 

Mahmut the Arabian, and indefatigable 
Slave to the Grand Signior^ To Maho- 
met, the moft illuftrious Vizir Azem at 
the Porte. 

I Congratulate thy afcent to that top of honour, 
the firft Dignity in the Empire ever victo- 
rious : 'Tis thy turn to be now exalted in 
the Orb of Fortune : Let not this high fta- 
tion make thee foreet that the wheel is always in 
motion. . But conhder. That, fince the advance 
thou haft made was not but by the fall of thy 
Predeceffor, thou haft hfs reafon to thiijk thy own 
ftate fecure. 

I am no Fortune-Teller, nor would be fo rude 

as to prognofticate ill luck to my Superiors. But, - 

men m eminent dignity have need of a Monitor: 

And, it is recorded of a great Monarch, That he 

Vol. IV. B com- 



2 LETTERS WRIT BY 

commanded one of his Pages every morning to fe- 
Jute him, when he firft awaked, with thefe words^ 
" Remember, O King, that thou art a mortal." 

Let this example, (upreme Minifter, plead my 
-cxcufe^ and incline thee to pardon the freedohi 
which Mahmut takes 5 who by this, thou feeft, is 
no flatterer. 

Certainly all fublunary things ebb and flow like 

the waters. And, though men may fometimes 

♦?qjGy a fpring-tide of felicity, yet Fate has hidden 

lluices, whioTi in a moment fhall convey the migh- 

. ty torrent to fome other channel. 

I myfclf have in fome meafure experienced this, 
who am but a puny in comparifon with thee, 
"Yet Deftiny and Chance are allotted to the Lit- 
tle as well as to the Great. The Worm encoun- 
ters as many grofs contingences, in her humble 
reptile ilate, as does the tow'ring Eagle, in all 
her lofty flights and ranges, through the wide- 
ftretch'd air. 

In my Infancy I was fnatch'd from the cradle, 
and from the arms of my mournful mother ; mourn- 
ful on two accounts, the death of a hufband, and ' 
the neceflity of parting with her child. Yet this 
early feparation turn'd to my advantage, and her 
comfort. The fequel of my good fortune invited 
her to forfake her Solitudes, and follow me to the 
Imperial city; where flie exchanged her melan- 
choly widowhood, for the fociety and love of a 
/nerry Greek: Whilft Fate had another game to 
play with me, itl}eing the Will of Heiaven, That 
from the delights of the Sera^lio,^ and the honour 
of ferving the greateft Sovereign in the World, I 
fliould fall into a cruel captivity, and be compelled 
ignominroufly to drudge for a barbarous Infidel, 
Afterwards, I gain'd my Liberty, and apply'd my- 
fclf to ftudy in the Academies. I will not boaft 
of the proficiency I made : But, ^t my return to 
Conftantinople, thou knowett, my Superiors 
thought me capable of doing the Porte fervice in 
tilts place, Thus Providence fpom with Mortals, 

^Rd> 
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and, by an unaccountable clew of difcipliae) kads 
them through the mazes of this life. 

How I have difcharged my tnift here, I dare ap« 
peal to all ; yet can pleafe none. Every man will 
be my judee to give fentence againft me ; ^d 
fome, I beneye, would willingly be my £xecu« 
doners : Which, at certain times, carries me intQ 
fo deep a melancholy^ that I ever join with my 
enemies, and condemn myfelf, though I know not 
for what. Surely, fay 1, fo many perfpicacious 
men cannot be all in the wrong, aiid I ojily in the 
right : They muft needs fee fome fault in me, which 
I cannot difcern myfelf: Doubtlefs I'm partial, and 
never chang'd the order of ^fop's wallet.. Then 
I refled on thefe thoughts, as the mere product of 
melanchdly: For, after the ftricleft examination 
of my conduiSl, I iind myfelf innocent of thole 
things whereof I am accus'd. . Yet, whilft I am 
juftifying my integrity towards my great Mafter, 
fadnefs returns again, and tells me. That withouf 
doubt, I have fome ways offended God and his 
Prophet, who, for that reafon, feiffer the en\'ious 
to perfecute me ; and drive me into a more inti- 
mate and familiar converfe with myfelfj that fo, 
by making a frequent fcrutiny after the caufe of 
my outward misfortunes, I may difcover the fccrct 
crimes which I may have, committed againft 
heaven, and which lie hid under my inadveitence 
and oblivion. 

Then Pm filled with a thoufand fcruples about 
my telling lies, and taking falfe oaths, though Pm 
difpenfed with for all thofe immoralities, by the 
fovereign Arbiter of the Law. In a viwd, I 
know not fometimes what to think. And were it 
not that my Agency in thefe Parts meets with 
fome fuccefs, I fhould often conclude. That I ei- 
ther lay under the Curfe of God, or Charms of 
Men ; that either Heaven or Hell, have a peculiar 
hand in aiRi(fling me. 

But all this may be only the fumes of my own 

diftemper'd fpleen. And the indulgent Judge of 

. ■ / B 2 Man 
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Man may pafs a milder Sentence on me, than either 
I do myfelf, or my fellow mortals. He is tranfcen- 
dently oenij^n and merciful : And our fins of frailty 
appear in his eyes but as fmall Atoms in the rays 
of a morning lun ; which, though they be innu- 
merable, yet the leaft breath of wind blows them 
al] out of fight. 

By what I have faid, 'tis apparent, That I have 
regard both, to thee and myfelf: To thee, as the 
fupreme Difpofer of Life and Death, under the 
Grand Signior ; to myfelf, as one cull'd out for a 
Viftim by the malicious, and lying at the feet of 
thy noble nature, begging thy proteftion. My 
enemies are induftrious to ruin me, and lay hold 
on all opportunities to accomplifh it. The Sen- 
tence which they could not procufe from thy Pre- 
deceffor, they may hope to draw from thee by their 
falfe Infinuations. This makes me ufe Pre- 
cautions in my own defence, hoping to foreftal 
their malice by this humble addrefs. 

Imitate thou the Divine Nature, ^nd be not fe- 
vtre in remarking the Peccadillo's, and fmall de- 
linquencies of thy Slave. If I turn Infidel or Trai- 
tor, I crave no favour. 

That fupremely merciful and gracious, the firft 
and laft of the World, and Lord of Paradife, 
heap on thee as many bleifings every day, as 
would employ my fwifteft wifhes a thoufand 
years ; and grant that thou may'ft find, admit- 
tance into the Place ftiU of Rivers, whofe Springs 
take their Rife from the Bottom of the Rock of 
Eternity. 

Paris; i7tli of the id Moon, ©f the Year 1 649, 
according to the Chriftian Style. 
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LETTER IL 

To the Kaimacham. 

1"^H]5. Troubles of this Kingdom, which a 
^ while ago feeni'd to be compos'd, are now 

: again broke out afrefli. The private grudges of 
fomc, and the ambition of others of the nobility, 

; have once more put all in arms. The city is 
Uock'd up by the Prince of Conde's army, who 

' has not been long return'd from Flanders. Th« 
King^ the Queen, with Cardinal Mazarini, and 
the whole Court, are at St Germain en Lay, whi- 
dier they went by night. This abrupt departure 
^ave frem courage to the Seditious, and at the fame 
time furniih them with new matter of accufation 

i againft Cardinal Mazarini, who, they fay, has 
ftolen away their Sovereign from them. The Piir-, 

. liament have declared him an Enemy to the Go- 
vernoiept. They are levying foldiers as faft as they 

' can : And provifions are laid in, as if they were to 
fuftain a long fiege. Several princes and gran- 
decs are ccmie over to the citizens, having de- 
ferted the court ; among whom is the Prince of. 
Conti, brother to the JPrince of Conde. Yet,, 

' the Parifians arc diftruftful of him, and have con- 
fined his After, as a hoftage for his fidelity ; not 

I knowing, that his defertion is real, being occa- 

i fion'd by fome quarrel between him and his elder 

I bfx>ther. 

'Tis faid. That Cardinal Mazarini has taken 
a refolution to depart the kingdom, that fo he 
may avoid the tempeft that threatens him from all 
hands. 

The Oucen has fent orders to the Colonels that 

fervc under Marefchal Turenne, in Germjiny, 

commanding them to abandon that General, who, 

B 3 they 
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they fey, has declared for the Parliament, and Cent 
to offer them his fervice. . 

On the other fide, the citizens endeavour to 
ftrengthen their party, by fending to all the Parlia- 
ments of France, to defire their conjun£lion in 
efpoufing the quarrel of this of Paris. 

The company, which the Burghers of this citjj 
have rais'd, wear this Motto in their Enfigns, WL 
SEEK OUR KING. 

In the mean while, the Arch-duke of Auftria 
keeps near the frontiers of this kingdom, with an 
army of twenty thoufand men j and fends fre* 
fluent propofals to the Parliament, in order to a 
Peace.. 

Whilft I was writing the laft words, news 
was brought me, that Eliachim the Jew is feiz'd, 
and clapp'd in^prifon at St. Denys, which place is 
in the King's*^hands. I cannot learn the reafoft 
of his Qonfinement, but am apt to fufpeft 'tis on 
the fcorepf his late appearing among the rabble 
©f Paris, whereof I gave an account in a letter to 
the Aga of the Janizaries. 

The furprize I am in at this unfortunate acci- 
dent, puts me upon a thoufand thoughts. I know 
not wh^ courfe to take for my own fafety. If 
Eliachim's papers ftiould be fearch'd, Mahmut 
muft be difcover'd ; and then, if I tarry in the 
cit^', I cannot efcape a prifon: For tho' at this 
jun<9:ure, one would think this place a fufBcient 
protedlion from the Court; yet- the hatred they 
t ear to the true Believers, and the' difcovery of fo 
important a commiffion as mine, would fuperfede 
their infeftine animofities. I fliould infallibly be- 
either deliver'd up to the court, or fent to the 
Baftile. If I go out of the city, my danger is yet- 
greater; all the pafles of the coflntpy being narrow*' 
ly watch'd, and ftrongly guarded by the King's- 
foldiers. This made me, at firft, relolve to deter 
the conclufion of this letter to another time, 
whilft I provided for my own fafety: as think- 
ing 
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iaig it impoifible to convey any intellt^nce out 
of France undifcovcrM. But being inform'd of 
a Courier, that was juft going from "the Parlui- 
iDcnt to the Arch-duke of Auftria, and fearing 
left I fhould never have the pnYilcge of pen, 
ink, and paper again, I have ravi&'d a few mo- 
ments, from that little time I have left, to (hift 
for rayfelf, that fo I might give notice of this 
accident. 

I have written alfo to Nathan Ben Saddi at 
Vienna, to prevent any Difpatches from him, till 
farther- order. Both thefe letters I venture in the 
hands of a faithful meilenger, who has caufed 
them to be fewed up in the heels of his Ihoes, to 
prevent difcovery^ He travels under die prote&ioa 
of the Courier. 

I have not a minute left to fay more, Than, 
that I am at this inftant parting from my lodging; 
my books and other things being pack'd up, and 
porters ready to carry them away. If I eet fafc 
out of the Houfc, I muft change my habit and 
name, and fo lay the foundation of a new conceal- 
ment, till the iflue of this adventure ihall direft 
me what to do. 

Adieu, illuftrious Kaimacham, and exped %o 
hear more in my next ; or let my filcnce con^- 
vince thee. That Mahmut is no longer at li- 
berty, 

Paris, a6th of the 2d Moon| 
of the Year 1649. 
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LETTER III. 
To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew,* at Vienna. 

IF thou haft any Difpatches coming for me, and 
it be yet in thy power to flop them, ufe wings 
in doing it : For I fear we are difcover'd in this 
Place, Thy brother Eliachim is arretted by the 
King's orders. What is laid to his charge I know 
not for certain ; neither is it neceflkry for thee to 
be informed in that jpoint. . But if his confinement 
be owing to fome fervices he has lately done me, 
v/e are all loft. His papers will be fearcnd, which, 
muft of neceflity betray our fecrets : And then we 
have nothing to expedt but the fevereft execution 
of the Chriftians fury and revenge. I am in no 
fmall confiifion at this accident, having fcarcc 
time to provide for my concealment. Send no . 
mtire to raris, till thou receiveft further advice. 
We are all in anus, this citr^ .being block'd up by 
the Queen's troops ; fo that 1 know not well wntcfi 
way to fliift for,myfclf, and efcape a thoufand 
fcrutinics, which they will every where make into 
the affairs of a ftrangcr. But, that Fate which 
^over-rules human contingencies will, Ihope,.rc- 
*fcue me out of this danger : To which I com- 
mend both thee and me j bidding thee farewel, as 
if I were never to write to thee again : For fo the 
iflue may prove. 

Paris, «6th of the »d Mooiii 
of the Year 1649. 
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LETTER IV. 
To Adonai, a Jew, at Venice. 

I HAVE fomething more refpitc now, than 
^ when I wrote laft to my brother Nathan at 
Vienna, to inform him of Eliachim's being made 
a prifoner, I was in a greater hurry at that' 
time, than the ninth Sphere. All my njotions 
were fwift. I went backward and forward, like 
the Planets -, but had no leifure tp (land ftill, as 
they do fometimes. In a word, I have run over 
the whole Zodiac of Policjr, to feek for a new' 
houfe ; that wherein I lodg'd being like to prove 
too hot for me. At length I have found one,! 
wherein I hope to meet with no malevolent Afpeft, 
but to remain, as before, in a friendly -Conjunc- 
tion with the Moon ; behind whofe Iplendors^ I 
niay lie covered from the inquifitions of peering 
mortals. 

To fpeak more intelligibly, I am, for the* pre-^ 
fent, remov'd to other lodgings in this city, the 
better to flieker myfelf from the ftorm which 
feems to hang over my head, fince Eliachim 
was feiz'd. Yefterday I wrote to the Kaima- 
cham, and to Nathan Ben Saddi, to give them 
an account of this accident. This goes along 
with the fame meffenger ; for I durft not confide 
in the Pofts during the prefent diforders of this 
kingdom. 

I receiv'd a letter from thee, wherein thou in- 
formeft me of an attempt that has been lately 
made to rob the Treafury of Venice : Which, 
according to thy defcription, is very rich and 
magnificent ; not to be matched in Europe. Per- 
haps, if thou hadft feen the wealth that is pre- 
fcrv'd in the church of St. Denys, a city not far 
B 5 from 
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from Paris, thou would'ft be of another mind. 
But neither of us can make proper comparifons, 
having not feen both places. The French extol 
the latter, and fay, it far exceeds that of Venice. 
But they may fpeak partially ; it being the hu- 
mour ot all the people to magnify the grandeur 
of their own nations : And, the French come 
not Ihort of the reft of the world in vain-glory. 
However it be, it was a vaft attempt, and full 
of infinite difficulties and periJs, to rob the vaults 
of a church in the heart of that great and popu- 
lous crty, where all the riches of the Seigniory 
were repofited. It is an argument of the greatnefs 
of their fouls, who durft undertake fb hazardous 
an enterprize. 

But this is not the firft time the Venetians have 
been in danger to lofe that prodigious mafs of 
wealth. A poor Grecian once found' a way^ 
through marble barricado's under ground, to 
enter thofe golden cells; from whence he car- 
ried away, to the value of twenty hundred thou- 
fend Zechins in jewels. But making one of 
his countrymen acquainted w*ith it, the villain 
betrayed him to the Doge, who caufed him to be 
hangd. 

That Commonwealth has been all alons^ very 
happy in difcovery of Plots, and other miichiefs 
intended againft her. I know not whether thou 
haft heard of the famous Confpiracy of Tiepoli ; 
who, not content with the life and eftate of a 
private Gentleman, fought to render himfelf So- 
vereign of Venice. Aiw to this end, infinuated 
into the afFeftions of many thoufands of the ci- 
tizens ; whom he kept in conftant penfion for 
nine years together, under the notion of affifting 
him, to revenge certain injuries he had received 
from the Roman Gentlemen. They were all to 
run with their arnis into the ftreets when they 
fliould hear the name Tiepoli utter'd aloud, and 
often repeated, ^ 

Butj 
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But, when the day was come, whereon he 
was to put his defigns in execution, and the 
alarm was given in the ftrcets, an _old woman 
made fuch nafte to look out of her chamber- 
window, to fee what was the occafion of the 

• tumults, that flie threw down an earthen vef- 
fel, which, falling diredly on the head of Tie- 
poli, kill'd him, and fo put an end to the re- 
bellion. For which happy accident, the Senate 
fettled a yearly penfion of a thoufand Zechins 
on the old woman, during her life, and the 
fame to be paid to her heirs and pofterity for 
ever. 

Send me no Dffpatches, till thou haft received 
another letter from me,, which will direft thee 
what to do. 

Paris, 27th cf the 2d Moon,, 
c^.the Year 164.9. 



L E T T E R. V. 

To Mahummed, Hodgia, Dervife, Eremite, 
Inhabitant of the Prophetic Cave in Ara-. 
bia the Happy^ 

THE Franks,. (who are more ready to find 
faults in others, than to mend their own) 
cenfure the Muffulmans, for extending their cha- 
rity to beafts, birds, and fifhes. They laugh at 
the alms we beftow to feed dogs, cats and other 
living creatures ; and ridicule the tenderncfs of 
fuch as go into the market,- and buy the birds 
that are there fold, on purpofe to reftore them to 
their native liberty. They fay, 'tis a fufficient 
dcmonftration of piety, to relieve the neceffitics 

ef 



12 LETTERS WRIT BY 

of men ; and that, It is but a fruitlefs hypocrify, 
to {hew tindnefs to the brutes, who, in their 
opinion, have neither fouls nor reafon, and- are 
confequently infenfible of our good offices towards 
them. 

Tbefe are the charges of Weftern Raillery, the 
feoffs of the obdurate, with which they load the , 
generous Orientals, the hearts transfixed with 
univerfal love. What would they fay, if they 
had heard of thy heroic piety, who not only 
afforded proteSion and relief to thofe creatures 
whereof we have no need, but even abftainefl 
from the flefh of all animals, though the Pro- 
phet himfelf has indulged us the ufe of fome for 
our necefTary food, and without which many 
plead. That we cannot fuftain life? Oh ! ex- 
cellent man, born for the reproof and light of 
the age, how is the foul of our great Law- giver 
exhilerated, when -he beholds thy innocent and 
unblemifhed life ? The Treafury of Heaven is 
.enrich'd with thy good Works, the fertile har- 
veft of virtues, the hrfl-fruits of the purity of thy 
nature ! From thy firft defcent into that holy 
Cave, the Angels, who regifter the words of 
men, never heard thee utter a fyllable that could 
be reprehended. Thy thourfj^ts ravifh the heart 
of God himfelf with joy. The univerfal Spirit 
full of Eyes, Watcher of the Univerfe^ would 
fall afleep, were it not rous'd by the ftrong vi- 
bration of thy fublime fouL Thy contempla- 
tions are ,themes for the College of thofe who 
are affiftant in forming of all things, , Were it 
not for fuch as thce^ the Angel of the firft Motion 
would ceafe to whirl the Globes of Light through 
the Heavens : The orbs above would grow rufhr, 
and all the Wheels and Springs of Nature would 
fland ftill. Oh eleft Idea, before whofe purify 'd 
EfTence the fun himfelf appears full of blemifhes ! 
Human wit cannot find thy equal on earth ; Thou 
art. the Imprcfs on the Seal of the Prophets, the 
,Soul of th® Soul of Mahomet. 
\ In 
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In thus' celebrating thy high perfeftions, if I 
have offended thy modeffy, tnou haft the good- 
nefs to afcribe it to the excefs of my affeaion, 
which carries me beyond human regards. 1 
would fain be an imitator of thy incorrupt life. 
For, let the Chriftians fay what they pjeafe, I 
will ever eftcem Abftinence a divine Virtue. ' I 
have confulted the Sages of Old, that I might 
learn what was the pradice of former times, 
I whilft Human Nature was yet in its Infancy, 
j before the manners of men were debauch'd. I 
have purfued the feled writings of the Ancients, 
the records of truth, and void of fables. And, 
believing that fuch Memoirs will not be unwel- 
come to thee, I prefume to lay thena at thy feet, 
as a mark of that profound veneration I owe to 
the Tenant of the Darlineof God. 

Thefe Hiftorians fay. That the firft inhabitants 
of the earth, for above two thoufand years, 
liv'd altogether on the vegetable Produds ; of 
which they offer'd the Firft-fruits to God; it 
being efteem'd an inexpiable wickednefs, to fhed 
the Blood of any Animal, though it were in Sacri- 
fice, much more to eat of their Flefh. To this 
. end, they relate the firft Slaughter of a Bull to 
! have been made at Athens, on this occafion. 
The Prieft of the Town, whofe name was Dio-' 
mus, as he was making the accuftomed Oblation 
of Fruits on an Altar m the open Field (for as yet 
they had no Temples) a BuU came running from 
the herd, which was grazing hard by, and eat 
of the confecrated herbage. Upon wnich Dio- 
! mus the Prieft, moved with zeal -at the reputed 
Sacrilege, and fnatching afword. from one of 
thofe that were prefent, killM the Bull. But, 
when his paffion was over, and he confider'd what 
a heinous crime he had committed: fearing alfo 
the rage of the people, he pcrfuidcd them, That 
a God had appeared to him, and commanded 
him to offer that Bull in Sacrifice,' by burning 
^ S hii 
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Bis flefh with- fire on the Altar, as an atone- 
ment for his devouring the confecrated Fruits. 
The devout, multitude acquiefced to the words 
•f their Prieft, as to an Oracle. And the Bull 
being flay'd,, and fire laid on the Altar, they 
all affifted at the new Sacrifice. From which 
time, the euftom was yearly obferved among the 
Athenians, to facrifice a &ull. And by them 
this method of religious Cruelty was taught, not 
only to, all Greece, but to the reft of the worldi. 
In procefs of time, a certain Prieft, in the midfl 
of his bloody Sacrifice, taking up a piece of the. 
broiled flefli,. which, had: fallen from the Altar on 
the ground, and burning his fingers therewith,, 
fuddenly clapped^ them to his mouth, to niiti>^ 
g^te the pain. But, when he had once tafted the, 
Iwcetnefs of the fat, he not only long'd for .more, 
of it, but gave a piece to his afiiftant, and he 
to others, j who, well pleafed with the new found 
dainties, fell to eating of flefh greedily^ And: 
hence- this Species of Gluttony was taught to. 
other Mortals. Neither is it. material,, what the 
Hebrew DoiSlors objeft againft thefe teftimonies, . 
when they introduce the Ion. of Adam, fecrificing^ 
living creatures, in. the Infancy ofl the World ;, 
ftnce, thou knoweft many errors are inferted.. 
in the written Law, from whence they take this 
ftory. 

Th^y^ fay alfc,. That th^firft Goaf that fell by 
the hands of men, was kill'd in revenge for the 
injuries it. had done the Owner of a vineyard, in 
brouzing on his vines ; fuch an impious deed, 
having never been heard of before. 

This is certain^ That the Egyptians, the wifeft 
and moft ancient people in the world, having 
receiv'd from the firft inhabitants of the earth, a. 
Tradition, forbidding men to kill any living Crea- 
ture; to give the greater force to this, privjtive 
Law of >fature. they form'd the Ipoages of their 
Gods^ in the Similitude of Beafts : That fo th^ 

vulgar. 
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vulgar, ftruck with reverence at the facred Symbols^ 
mignt learn to abftain from killing, or fo much 
as hunting the dumb Animah ; under whofe Forms^ 
they reprefented whatibever among them wa» 
eftesmed adorable. 

Yet, left any in his life-time fliould by acci- 
dent, or otherwife, have tranfgreft'd tte Law 
of Abftinence, they ufed a, kind of Expiation for 
the Dead, after this manner: The Priefts took 
the bowels out of the belly of the deceafed, and 
putting them in an earthen veffel, they held it 
towards the Sua; an* calling witnefles, they made 
the foltewing Speech) in behalf of the Dead : 
** O thou Sun, whofe Empire k univerfal. and* 
" all ye other Powers who give Life to Men, 
" receive me inta the fociety of the immortal 
*' Gods ; for, fo long as I Kv'd in this world, I 
•^relieioufly perfevered in the Worlhip of thofe 
*' Deities, which were made known to me by 
** my Anceftors. I sdway3 honoured my Parents, 
** wno begat my body;^ i never kilted any Man^ 
" or Bealt, nor have been guilty of any black 
'* Crime. But if whilffi I lived, 1 have trefpafs'd 
*' in tailing any of thofe Things which are for- 
^' bidden, it was not my fin, but the fault of 
** thefe entrails, which are here feparated from 
"the reft of my body.*' And having faid this, 
diey caft the veflels into the river on the banks 
of which ^e ceremony was performed, embalm- 
ing tiie reft of the- body as pure and free from 
Jfin. 

After the fame manner the Perfian Magi, or 
wife Men. praftifed Abftinence, And, to imprint 
in their Difciples a tendemefs and friendfhip to- 
ward the Beafts, they called them, according to 
their different ftation, either lions, hyaena's, crows, 
eagles, iKiwks, &c. And their Garments were 
painted all over with the various Figures of 
Animals ; thereby infinuating, the DoSrine of 
t^e Soul's TnuiBnigration s and iitculcating this 

Myftery, 
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M^ftery,* *' That the fpirit of man enters fucceC^ 
" lively into all forts of bodies :" Which thour^ 
knoweft is not remote:frjom the faith of true Be- 
lievers. 

It would not be amifsv as>a teftiHiony of, tbc- 
praftice of the Ancients, to infert a memorable 
Addrefs, wrhich the reformed Pci^s of (prete were - 
wont to make before the Altar of Juprtcr. " O 
** Divine Governor of the Hundred Cities,* we 
" have led a holy life, from the time that we 
** were initiated m thy Myfteries, and forfook 
** the nofturnal Rites, and bloody ^es4is of 
" Bacchus ,: We /Iut!? now ^^urify'ck ^ftnidi <:lpath . 
'* ourfelves in white Veftments, <he Emble!|is^. 
*' of our Innocence : We ihun the fociety of 
" polluted mortals V neither approach we to the> 
" Sepulchres of the Dead, nor tafte of the Flefh* 
"of any Thing which has been endued with 
** Life." 

Such ajfo was of .old, and to this day is, thcL 
Abftinfjnce of tha Indlaqs.; 4mong whom the- 
Brachmans perfomi theoftceofPriefthood. Thefe 
the ancient Grecians call'd Gymnofophifts. They 
are all of one Race, neither will they admit a. 
ftranger into their Orders, The^' live for the 
moft part near to the Ganges, or fome other river, 
for the fake of their frequent, ruriiications. Their 
diet confifts of milk, curdled with four herbs.i^ 
They feed alfo on apples, rice, and other fruits - 
of the earth} efteeming it the height of impiety 
to tafte of any thing tlmt has life. They live in 
little huts or cottages every one by himfelf, avoid- - 
ing company and difcourfe; employing all their, 
time in contemplations, and the iervice of the 
Temple, They efteem this life but a neceffary 
difpenfation of nature, whicji they voluntarily un- 
dej^o as a penance ; ardently thirfting after the 
diflolution of their bodies ; and firmly believing. 
That the Soul, by death, is releafed from its pri- 
ion) and launches forth into immenfe liberty and 

happincfs. 
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' happine&. Therefore they are always chearfuUy 
difpofed to die, bewailing tnofe that are alive, and 
celebrating the funerals of the dead, widi joyful 
folemnities and triumphs. Among their good 
works, it is accounted an ad of great reputation 
and virtue, to bifild Hofpitals for Beads as well 
as Men : And, in every city, there are great num- 
bers of fuch as fpend all their life, in tending on 
fick and vrounded animals, or fuch as have no 
fuftenance elfewhere. And, this is no novel In- 
ftitiition, but delivered down to them by Tra- 
dition, from immemorable ages. 

The Precepts alfo of Tript<^emus and - Draco, 
the moft ancient Law-givers of the Athenians, are 
a teftimony of the innocence and fincerity of the 
firft Age : For they comprehended all the whole 
Syftem of Piety and Virtue, in pra£tifing thefe few 
tulcs : 

^* Let it be an eternal fan<5^ion to the Adientans 
" to adore the immortal Gods ; to reverence the 
" dq>arted Heroes ; to celebrate their praifcs with 
** fong8 and the Firft-fruits of the Earth ; to ho- 
^^ nour theu- Parents ; and neither to kill Man 01: 
"'Bcaft/' 

I couM relate to thee examples of Abftinence ii» 
the ancient Lacedemonians. Spartans, Jews, and al- 
moft all nations of the £a^ : Nor are there v^mt- 
ing ibme teftimonies of it in thefe Weftern parts. 
This kingdom of France was in old Times in- 
ftrufted by a kind of Prophets or Philofophers, 
whom they call Druids, who took up their ufual 
refidence under Oaks. Thefe taught the Tranf- 
migration of Souls, and there prefcrib'd Abfti- 
nence from Flefh; and fliew'd to men, the me- 
thod of worfliipping God with the Firft-fruits of 
the Earth. From whence they failed over into 
Britain, and planted themfelves m that Ifland, pro- 
pagating the fame Doctrines, and were reverenced 
by the people as facred Oraqles. 

By all which it is evident. That the tender re- 
gard, which the True Faithful have for the Brutes, 

is 
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k no Innovation, or fingular Caprice of Superfli^ — 
tfon, but thcprimitive Praftice of the Ancients,, 
the univerfal Tradition of the whole Earth. Nay,, 
the Eaftern Chriftians, for the moft part, live ari^ 
abftemious life ; fuch as the Grecians, Armjpnians, 
Georgians, Mingrelians, and others that are feat— 
ter'd up and down in divers parts of Afia. Thefe 
following the Examples and Traditions of the 
Apoftles and Primitive Fathers of their Churches,, 
either taflre not at all, or very fparingly, the Flefh 
of Beafts, Birdsj and Fiflies. feut the Nazarenes 
of the Weft boaft I know not of what liberty they • 
have, to eat without fcruple, of all things ; having 
the difpenfation of the Roman Mufti, whom-^hey- 
cdl the Vicar of God. Hence it is, that thefe 
religious Libertines are not afraid to gorge them- 
felves, even with the Blood of flaughter'd Beafts ; 
which th^r own Law forbids them to tafte. And 
they prop themfelves up in their impiety, by fay- 
ing. That the Pope has power to change the 
Traditions and Ordinances of the Apoftles, ancT 
even of Jefiis the Meffiah himfeTf. Hence pro^ 
ceeds their derifion of thofe who fliew any tender- 
nefs of the Brutes ; for they are hardenM in their 
gluttonous cruelty, and are but one remove from the 
moft favage Cannibals. 

But thou, holy man of God, pity thefe Infidels, 
and pray that Mahmut nfiay be a fincere Difcipfe 
of thy Purity. 

Paris, i6th of the 3d Moen, 
of tke Year 1649;. 
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LETTER VL 

To the Kaimacham. 



T AM returned to my former Kxiging again, 
^ the cafe of Eliachim being not fo bad as my^ 
fears. The occafion of his confinement were 
certain words he fpoice againft the proceedings 
of Cardinal Mazarini and the Court, in com-* 
oany of fuch as were ofScious to oblige that 
li/Iinifter. This was done at St. Denys, not 
hr from Paris; where they immediately caus'd 
him to be taken into cuftody by the King's 
guards, who quartered in diat town. It has 
coft him a comiderable fum of money to pur- 
chaie his liberty^ which he now enjoys as be- 
fore. I had other thoughts, when I nrft heard 
the news of his being feiz'd ; and that it was 
for fome feditious expreffions : For then I call'd 
to mind, how he had aiEled laft year, by my 
order, during the tumult of Paris ; ancL con- 
cluded, that fome unlucky accident had now 
betray'd him : Which, if it were foy would 
infallibly bring me into the fame danger. This 
made me fo fuddenly change my habitation, 
and put a flop to the Difpatches of the Sublime 
Porte. I thought no caution too much, to pre- 
ferve the affairs of my commiflion indemnined ; 
and. That it were, better to offend in being too 
wary, than too fccure. If I have taken wrong 
meafu^s m thus abfconding, • 'tis for want: of 
fuller inftrudion from my ^periors» . I wifli 
they would honour me with particular rules, 
in cafe of fuch emergencies j iA^n I ihould fteer 
my courfe, without funning the hazard of rocks 
and iands. I have often defired to knoW) wJie- 

ther^ 
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ther, if I were difcovered, I fhould own my 
fclf an Agent for the Grand Signior. . But noni 
of the MTnifters have vouchfafei to dircft mi 
in this 'point : Whereby I may commit an ir* 
reparable miftake, if fuch a tning fhould hap- 
pen. 

Adonai the Jew informs me of an attempt 
lately made to rob the Treafury of Venice 5^ 
which according to his defcriptibn is verj^ ricli' 
and magnificent. He fays. There are twelv.^ 
Crowns of pure gold, and an equal number^ 
of breafl-plates of the fame metal, fet with all 
forts of precious flones of ineflimable valite : 
An hundred vefTels of agate : Threefcore Ser- 
vices for the Altar, all of pure gold, enrich'rf 
with diamonds, faphircs, emeralds, and other 
fiones of jSricc. jThere is alfo a Unicorn's, 
horn, above the purchafe of money. Thert arc 
fourteea un^lifh'd pearls as large as a ma&'s < 
6&, The Duc^ cap is valued at 1 hundred 
thoufand Zcchins j with many other rarities, and 
cofUy ornaments, too tedious tx> be inferted in 
a letter. 

Certainly fi> much weakh was never deflin^d' 
to fall into the hands of little private Thieves : 
It is z booty fit for Kings and great Gene- 
rals, the licens'd Banditti of the earth. So many- 
glittering Jewels would tempt the honefly of an 
Angel, and he would be glad to adorn the apart- 
ments of his Heaven with thefe radiant drops of 
tjie fun which he kes on earth. " , 

I have met with fome pretty relations of the 
boldnefs of Robbers, but none that ever match'd; 
the bravery of tWs enterprise j which was no lef». 
than to rob. one of the mofl potent flates in the 
world: of her chiefefl tre^ure* 

Hie wanted not for impudence^ who, when, 
the Emp)eror Charles V. was rcmovmg his Court, 
and all the Officers were bufy in « packing up 
the good?, enter'd tha chamber where the Em- 
peror 
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fperor vras; and, having made his obeifances, 
fell roundly to pulling down the rich hang- 
ings of Tiffue, which by the help of his con- 
federates be carried away, with abundance of 
tplate : No body ever fufpeaing but that he was 
lone of the Emperor's fervants, 'till the per- 
fon came, whofe office it was to remove thofe 
goods, and then the other was known to be a 

I have heard of a Spaniard, who on a great 
Feftival, when the Priefts had finifti'd the Ser- 
vice of the Altar, and were retired to their 
lodgings, went very boldly and took the golden 
veltels off the Altar, and carry'd them away 
under his cloak, as though he had been the 
Steward of the Church, no body fufpeiting any 
other. 

I kifs the hem of thy veft, illuftrious Kai- 
machafn, and pray. That thou may'ft mono- 
polize the choiceft bleffings of Heaven, and 
have thy fhafe of the riches of the earth, with- 
out danger of lofmg them to great or fmall 
Thieves. . 

Paris, 1 6th of the 3d Mo9n, 
q{ the Year 1649. 



LET- 
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are drunk, nor witty, unlefs they be rude : They 
play a thoufand various tricks, like apes, and the 
greateft buffoon is the beft company. 

Wherefore, fick to fee men fo much degene- 
rate from themfelves, I made my excufes, and 
.retired to my chamber, where 1 prefently fct 
pen to paper, to give thee an account of my re- 
turn. 

If thou continueft thy former refolution of fol- 
lowing the Di£btes of Reafon in Matters of Re- 
ligion, thou wilt quickly find, ^that thy Rabbi's 
Jiave. taught thee to believe in Fables, which ac* 
cord neither with Reafon por common Senfe. Fol- 
low the beft guide, and b^ happy. 

Paris, i6fh of the 3d Mooiiy 
of the Year 1649. 



LETTER VIIL 
, To Adonai, a Jew at Venice. 

THY pen is now free again : \yrite as foon 
and as often as thou wilt ; our fears are 
diffipated,. and all goes well. If thou canit in- 
form me of any more remarkable paiTages and 
adventures, fpare not to oblige me with Sequent 
letters : And, to encourage thee, I will relate to 
thee a ftory which is recorded in^ the Hiftories of 
Naples. 

In former times there was a Statue of Marble 
ftanding on the top of a mountain in Apulia, 
with this Infcription on the Head, which was 
Brafs, On May Day at Sun-Rising I shall 
HAVB A Head of Gold. No man in all thofc 
parts could be found, who was able to unriddle 
the myfterious expreffion^ and therefore it was not 
regarded fo]; many ages« But at length, in the 

reign 



A SPY AT PARIS. ly 

reign of a certain Prince, there was a Saracen, 
who having feen and confidered the Statue, with 
the Infcri prion, propofed to explain it for v^ cer- 
tain reward. The rrince hear;ng of this, and be- 
ine greedy of the novelty, fent for the Saracen, 
and bargained with- him for a thoufand crowns 
to unfold this riddle. He waited till May- 
day came, and watching the Image that morn- 
ing early, he obferved the place where the head 
calt its ihadow juft as the fun rofe. There he 
ordered certain men to dig ; and which when they 
had done, and were got pretty deep in the earth, 
they encountered a prodigious treafure of filver, 
gold, and jewels : with which the Prince was fo 
well fatisfy'd that he doubled the Saracen's reward, 
and fent him home into his own country laden with 
rich prefents. Doubtlcfs there is much wealth 
buried by men in the earth. For in former tim^s 
they were of opinion, that if they (hould die fud- 
denly in the wars, or otherwife, fuch riches as 
they had hidden in the earth would ferve them in 
the other world. And this is the praftice of the 
Indians to this day, as my brother informs me, 
who has been among them. 

Strange blindnefs ! that men Qiould think the 
immortal Soul needed the alTiftance of filver, gold^ 
or any material fubftance, after (he herfelf is di- 
vefted of the Body, and become a naked Spirit. 

Let thou and I have a nobler Idea of ourfelves, 
than to fancy we (hould be in want of the glitter- 
ing drofs in that invifible State, whither we are 
aJihaftening. There are no Money-changers in 
that World of Spirits. If thou haft fuperfluity hide 
itttOt in the earth, but give it to the poor, and thou 
fliallreccive it again, *transform'd into a fubftance 
more refined and radiant than the ftars. 

Paris, 1 6 th of the 3d Moon, 
of the Year 1649. 
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LETTER IX. 

To the Reis EfFendi, Chief Secretary of 
the Ottoman Empire. 

THE Inteftine Quarrels of the French feem 
to be like thofe of Loyers, whofe cholerig . 
intervals ferve but to give a new edge to the re^ - 
turns of their -afFeftion. As if one of thefe Paf- 
fions was made to whet the other, and make it 
more fprightly : Or,^ as if Love would grow duil 
and feculent, were it not fometimes roufed and 
fermented by Anger. 

But I believe there is a greater myftery in 
the reconciliation oetween the French Court 
and the Parliament of Paris. Some ends of 
policy. Have haftened both parties to clap up 
a Peace, while the fecret rancour remains un- 
purged. 

PerhajSs the union of fo many Princes and 
Nobles, with the Parliame;it, might incline the 
Q[ueen to milder councils than her own Spa- 
nrth Genius. Befides, the conjunction of the 
other Parliaments of the Kingdom, the revolt 
of Normandy, Gafcoigne, and Provence, with 
many eminent Cities, were very prevailing mo- 
tives. But that, which ^zs of greateft force, 
was, the want of money, and men to carry 
on a war, which could not be raifed. without 
vaft difficulty, during thefe public alienations. 

Whatever were the inducements, a Peace was 
concluded about the latter end of the third Moon, 
at a place called Ruel, not far from Paris, where 
the King has a Houfe of Pleafure, feated in the 
midft of a little Paradife. In one of my let- 
ters to the Kaimacham, I formerly defcribed the 
King's . Houfe and G^den at St. Germain en 

i;.ay. 
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Lay, This is but a little Chiofe or bower, ill com- ' 
parifon of that ftately Palace. Yet what is want- 
ing la the grandeur of the fabric, is fupplied in its 
elegant contrivance, and the richnefs of its orna- 
ments. And as for the Garden, it comes not far 
Ibort of the other, there being in it all manner of 
curious water-works, groves, folitudes, foun- 
tains, ftatues, and whatfoever the ingenuity of 
thefe Weftern artifts could fuggeft, as proper to ren- 
(!«• this place agreeable to the melanchohr humour 
of the late Qiieen-Mother, Mary de Medicis, to 
whom it belonged during her life. 

When you enter this delicious .Eden, your eyes 
and ears are prefently deceived by the counterfeit 
notes and motions of all kinds of birds, which per- 
petually fing as the water tunes their throats. A 
littlq farther you fee feveral old gentile ftatues 
adorning two fountains : and among the reft a Cro- 
codile, big as the life, who, by the harmony he 
makes, feems to have a concert of mufic in his 
belly, as regular and as fweet as that of the Italian 
fociety at Conftantinople, which thou haft often 
heard. 

As we depart from this, full of complacency and 
admiration at theexquifite imitation of Nature in 
thefe contrivances, we fall infenfibly into a place 
exadUy like that the Po^ts defcribc, when they fpeak 
of Elifium, It is a grove, the tops of whofe trees 
are (o thrck interwoven, that the fun appears no 
otherwife through them, than as if he were behind 
a cloud, or an tclipfe. So that the dariknefs of^this ^ 
place, and folemn murmurthe v/iiad^ make on high 
among the tops of the trees, fills it with a kind of 
facred horror ; which has often made me think this 
Wildernefs fomething like that which Hiftorians 
defcribe, when they fpeak of the Avenues to the 
Temple of Jupiter Ammon in Egypt. For in the 
very center of the Grove ftands the Houfe ; a place 
one would think fitter for a Convent than a Prince's 
Court. At b«ft it appears but like aRoyalHermi«< 
tage, a Cell confecrated to Kingly Melancholy. 

Cz 1 could 
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' I could not forbear making this digreffion when I 
mention 'd Ruel to be the place where the Peace was 
concluded between the Court and the Parliament: 
This Encomium is a tribute which I owed for the 
fatisfaftion and pleafiire I have often received in this 
Retirement. Befides, I thought an Idea of fuch a 
garden would not be unwelcome to thee who art a 
lover of Solitude. 

The Coadjutor of Paris, who is an Archbifhop, 
is highly affronted that this Peace was concluded 
Without him, wholiad a chief hand .in beginning 
the war. He labours to inflame the people again, 
and reduce all to the old confufion, being an irre- 
concileable enemy of Cardinal Mazarini. So that 
we expeci another infurrecSlion in a fhort time : for 
the French cannot be long idle. . 

Happy Minifter, I leave thee under the wings of 
that Spirit which guards the Eled^ and bid thee 
farewell. 

Paris, 1 5th of the 4th Moon, 
of the Year 1649, 



LETTER X. 

To Dgnet Ogiou. 

SH A L L I tell thee I mourn for the death of 
our friend Egry Boinou, whom thou fay'ft a 
Fever fnatch'd from us the firft day of the Moon 
Regib ? That Fever it feems, was the effect of his 
continual and exceilive grief for the lofs of his 
eyes ; fo that we may fay, he has been dying ever 
fmee the hour that fatal Sentence was put in exe- 
cution: And, fliall we grudge our friend a releafe' 
froqj fo lingering ia death ? At beft, it was but the 

Winter 
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Winter of life wrapped up in clouds and dark- 
nefs : Now, like the Serpent, he has caft his flough^ 
lifts up his head with new vigour, fports himfelf in 
the meadows of Paradife, and baiks in the warmth 
of an eternal Spring. 

'Twill not therefore be a mark of our affc6lipn to 
him, but only a difcovcry of our fclf-love to con- 
dole the occaffonof his happinefs, becaufe it has 
leflened ours, by robbing us of his beloved compziny 
and friendfhip. Befides, we know not but that he 
may ftill continue to be our friend, even in that in- 
vifible State; and either manage our interell above, 
or at leaft proted us from danger here below. We 
are ignorant of the Laws and Co^iftitutions of that 
Kingdom of Spirits ; and, for aught we know, the 
fouls of juft men, aft^ death,} mayi.beconie the Tu-* 
telar Genii, or Guardian Angels ^of their furviviiig;^ 
friends and relations* Letvit te how it will, doubt- 
lefs Egry is immortal and happy, and 'twill be envy; 
in us to repine at it. Rather let us congratulate 
the time of his deceafe as the day of his nativit^^, and 
leave Mourning to the crowd of mortals, wlio do a 
thouland thinj^s without ever thinking vdiat they 
are about. They tread in the fteps of their fa- 
thers, never examining whether they be right or* 
wrong! Cufiomand education haveal moft banifhcd 
reafon from the earth. Is it not a pleafaat (pe6i:a- 
tie to fee the kindred of an old rich Mifcr (for 
whofe death- they had long waited, like Harj^ies- 
for their Prey) now flock about his lifelefe carcafe^. 
howling out a thoufand forced lamentations; 
whilft, in the mean time, their blood dances in * 
their veins for joy ? Yet however, this carries a 
fliew of civiliz'd manners, and is better than the 
barbarous cuftom of the Scythians and Maffagetes,, 
who, when their pld men grew ufelefs and trouble- 
fome, -yvere wont to facrifice them, and make a 
banquet with their flefh ; or the Thebarenes,v who* 
threw their aged friends alive down, precipices.. 
Thefc were Savages; but much more fo w^re the: .^ 
C J Hyrc*» 
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Hyrcanians and Bafti ians, who caft their aged pa- 
rents, yet living^ to be devoured by dogs ; which 
inhumanity^ when Stafanor the Deputy of Alex- 
ander die Great endeavoured to fupprefs, they had 
,like to have depofed him from the Government : 
So prevalent is the force of a received cuftom on the 
minds of the unthinking herd. 

Let thou and I therefore not fupinely take up 
with common practices ; but, like men of reafon, 
let us adjuft the laft offices we owe to ©ur friend, 
whilft we pour forth fopic devout Oraifons for the 
health of his foul, without dilhirbing his and our 
own repofe with fruitlefs lamentations. And, fincc 
we are bereaved of his fociety on earth, let us pre- 
pare to follow him, and render ourfelves agreeable 
company at our. next rendezvous in Heaven. 

It was an unjoiijffigble rigour in Sultan Ibrahim 
to deprive him'or his eyes, becaufe he had only 
eaft theca unhappily on one of the Sultana's as (he 
cnter'd the garden. This jealoufy is the peculiar 
vice iof the Eaft. Yet they are niore fevere in 
Perfia, where 'tis prefent death to be within two 
kague^ of the King's won^n when they travel the 
read. But i never knew that Eunuchs were thus 
puni&M. Or is therfe fuch a difFcrenee between 
a white and a black Eunuch, that the One deferves « 
to lofe his eyes for beholding that by chance, 
which the Other is iionourably rewarded for 
having accefs to and feidom bemg out of their 
fight. 

Tills was -die worft Punilhment that Saleucus, 
the Law«^giver of theLocrians, impofedon them that 
were adluaHy caught in adultery ; which puts me 
in toind ofia, notable inftance of this man's juftice :' 
For when his own fon was accufed, and proved 
guilty of this crime ; at once to fliew the Tender- 
nefs of a Father, and the incorruptible Severity 
of a Jiidge, he firfl caufed one of his own eyes to 
, be put'GUt, and then one of his Son's : Thus taking 
©n himfeif balf the penalty^ that fq the Law might 

be 
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^ fitisfied in the whole^ and yet his. fon not te to- 
tally deprived of his fight. 

* Thou telleft me no news of Our armies, nor 
what alterations have 'been made arnongft the 
Minifters of the Parte fince the deiath of Sultan Ibra- 
him. - We have various reports here, and fome fay 
that the npw Vizir Azem will be no long-Hv'd 
inan. I defire thee to Wx'ite often to me, and fend 
what intelligence thou canft. 

•Let nothing flip the knot which has faflened us 
fe many years together in an entire friendfhip : but 
fc: us carhr that Magnet with us to our graves ; 
that, at wnat diftance foever we may be buried, 
our fouls may, by the force of that attraftiye, find 
©ne anothe out, and convcrfe together in that re- 
gion of Silence and Shadows. 

Parit, 9th of the 5t1i Mooiii 
of the Veat* 1649* 

L E t T E R XL 

To the CalptMi Bafla, * 

%■ KnoWrlfft^^^iiMitf^ this l^ter xnay fend thc6 ; on 

I fttfeffi<!/f6,,bfiat fea. If thou art in the watry 

wildcfncfs, I have no art to tr^ce thee. There 

arc no certain foads on that inconftant element. 

It IS a mighty plain, without path or track. And 

diough there be certain ftages in it, yet thy arrival 

at them is timed at the pleafure of the winds and 

Waves, which Vill ^ot obey even the order, thou 

haft received ff orii tHe'Orand Signlor, Lord of the 

Four Sdas. Perhaps thou art in purfuit of fome 

Veiietian /hips, cir ic5t!ier Chriftian veflels^ the Cor- 

lairs of the Meaiterrahean. Or thou may'ft be ^/ 

cateening thy fleet in fome fecurer retreats of the 

C 4j- Archi- \ 
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Archipelago. Thou may'ft he within a minute of 
.a Wreck, or juft entering A harbour. Where-evcr 
thou ar', may heaven preferve thee from the dan-^ 
gers which always threaten fuch as truft their lives 
to a piece of wood 5 for there will be great need of 
thee, if our intelligence be true in thcfe. parts. 

It IS reported here, that the Cofl'acks, Circaf- 
fians, Mincrelians, and other People who border 
on the BlacTc Sea, and obey not the Law brought 
down from Heaven, are entered into a League againft 
the Bleffed Porte, and have cover'd thofe Seas with 
a mighty fleet : while the Prince of Georgia rufhes 
down from his mountains with an army of forty 
thoufand Ai*menians, Perlians, and borderers of 
Mount Caucafus : That the former have taken a 
thoufand of our trading Saicks, and are advanced 
as far as the Ferry of the Bull, which thou kiroweft 
is but fix hours fail from tlic Imperial city : That ' 
the latter have made incui lions into the Terri- 
tories of the Grand Signior ; put all to the fword 
who refitted them as they march'd along j burned 
and laid wafte the country j and that all the Greeks 
and Armenians flock to them, threatening an uni- 
verfal defeftion from the Ottoman Empire, 

As to the truth of thefe reports, I can afcertaia. 
nothing, but am inclined to belieye ihe Coiracks 
are troublefome at fea, and that they may have 
drawn fome of their neighbours into a I^gue, thofe 
pilfering Nations, Who live by rapine and fpoil on 
Doth elements. Our fmall veflils trading on the 
Black Sea, full of riches and empty of arms, muft 
npeds be a temptation to thofe Pirates, who are the 
moft dexterous at a robbery, and the boldeft fellows 
in the world. The Merchants of thefe Parts, who 
have had fome traflic at CufFa,. and other tov/rts on 
the banks of the Black Sea, give a frightful de- 
fcription of thofe tempeftuoiis waters, and no good 
character of the People that border on them. The 
Coflacks, they fay, are valiant and mercenary ; the 
Circailians hardy and bold; the Mingrelians fly 

and 
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and crafty ; and the Georgians of an Aftral conv- 
plexion^ capable pf all virtues and- vices. The Firft 
feldom a6l unlefs encouraiged by the King of Po-^ 
land, or the C^ar of Mufcovy 5 and then they are- 
content with their pay, and the lawful plunder of 
war. The Second are never idle when there is- 
hope of prey, whether they fight their own caufe,, 
or are employed by others, and fear neither hunger, 
cold, nor any other extremity for the fake of a prizr.. 
The Third are good at a Stratagem, aad would 
fteal a man's teeth out of his gums, if he be not 
wary ; great cowards, yet be dcfperate in their 
own defence, when they fee no Medium betweeir 
fighting and death. As for the Fourth, they feem 
to be a kind of mungrcls, a medley race, wbof^: 
chara6ter is compounded of the other Three* . 

They are ftout and witty, dexterous at a cheaf,, 
and no bunglers at an ingenious theft; great 
lyars, full of compliments and external civilities, 
birt perfidious and implacable in their revenges. 

Yet after all, I cannot btlievc the Prince of this- 
country, who is a Tributary to the King of Perfia, 
would venture his Government at two fuch. def- 
perate ftakcs, by breaking the Pepce concluded by 
his Sovereign with the Grand Signior, and fo 
drawing upon himfelf the vengeance of them both.. 
Therefore, he Is eitUer fecretly abetted by that Mo- 
rarch, or elfe the news is falfe.. 

Would'ft thou know how this, country came to^ 
be fubjeifc to the Crown of Periia? It was con-, 
guered by Iflvmael Sophi, to whom thePerfiau Hi- 
ftorians, in flattery,, give the Epithet of Great,- He: 
was the Firft of that Name, and of the Perfiani 
kings, that refufed to obey the Orthodox Siicceflbrs 
of the Sent of God. This Prince was valiant ia 
the fieldj^and no coward at wrne^ if we may be- 
lieve one of his Courtiers, who wrote Memous* 
of his Life. He records fixteea battles, whereim 
he always got the vidtory ; and twice that number* 
of Roy^ Debauches, wnen he (hewed the flrength 

C i off 
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of his brain in thecompany of foreign Ambailadorsj 
• with W'^hom he would always carcKife, before thcj 
dqsarted his Court, that he might found the depth 
erf their infirrudions ; for, none w«re able to copiE 
with him at the juice of the grape. And he always 
cfteemed that liquor a friend to truth. 

If he fufpedcd his Minifters of State, or any oi 
the Governors of Provinces, he ufcxl to invite thefn 
to a Banque ; where, in the midft of his drinking, 
he unraveled their fecret inclinations and coun- 
cils; being the moft dexterous r.t picking^ the 
locks of a man's heart, of any one living, i hey 
never went alive from his prefenco, if by ofte falfe 
ftepin their carriage, tho' it were but a word tcx} 
paflionate, or a look Icfs compofed to refignation, 
he could difcover or frame to himfclf the grounds 
of a juftjealoufy. It being ever his Maxim, ^'^ That 
" credulity was the only vice that could ruin a happy 
*' Prince." He bad another faying alfo, " That Perfia 
** was fertile of men, but barren of faithful officers/' 
I cannot admire thefe cruel ftrains of poHcy : 
Yet Kings have reafons for their aftions and words, 
which we cannot comprehend. The Philofbphers 
fay, "That wine was given us by the Gods, to mi- 
*' tigate our cares ; and, for a time, to make us equal 
^' to their Divinities, in the free enjoyment of our- 
*' felvcs.*' And though^ as a Muffulman,. I am not 
bound to fubfcribe to the Principles of Pagans j 
yet, as a man, partaker of flefh and blood, I think 
ne doubly mifufes that liquor, who perverts it to 
the ends of cruelty. 

But this Monarch bad other thoughts^ when, by 
the affift^nce of other Georgian forces, having 
fubdu'd the Regions bordering on the Cafpian Sea,, 
jat that time in the hands of flie-Otcomans, he in- 
vited the King of Georgia to his Tent, under 
pretence of a feftival joy for their mutual fucccfi. 
The unwary Prince, trufting on his own merit, 
and the faith of his neighbour, ventures himfelf 
^itfa a fmall guard to the camp of Uhmael. The 
' Perfian 



Perfian entertained him with all the outward de- 
monftrations of a(Fe£^ten and gratitude, for his 
repeated ailh : But in the end bfthe Feaft, taking 
exceptions at fome words the. King of Qeorgi^ 
tpoke, in praift of his own foldi^rs^ he com- 
manded his Eunuchs %6 feia^e on him, and carry 
him to the Tent of the Unfortunate, (fo they called 
the Pavilion or Cage of the Grandees fallen into 
difgracej Then hfe gave fwift orders for the Geor- 
gian Soldiers to be manacled. And having thus 
aone<, he beftowed thef Government of Georgia on 
one I^uarzab, on cohditionv That he and his fuc- 
ceflbrs would embrace the Faith of Mali, and pay 
Tribute to the Crown of Perfia. 

From this Luarzab has the Government of Geor- 
gia defccnded, riot in a Line of filood, but at the 
pleafure of the Perfian King, to him who now holds 

It, Shanavas-Chan ; who* I beKeve, has more wit 

than to- hazard bis poffemons for the fake of a 

Chimera. 
In thus roving from my fim point thou canft not 
I blame me, fince thou thyfelf afteft by the rules of 

Navigation, which Vary according to the byafs of 
j the Weedle. Thou followeft one Magnet, and 1 

another ; yet let us both meet in the center of duty 

we owe the Grand Signior. 

^ari9, a3<) of th^6th Moon, 
of the Year 164.9/ 
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L E T T E R XII. 

To Cara Hali, Phyfician to the Grand 
Signior* 

THOU wilt fay* ^tls an unmannerly way of 
congratulating tny new advance, to begin my 
addrcfs with complaints. Yet Friendfhip over- 
looks Punftilio's. 'Tis not the firft time I have 
trcfpaffed on thy generous temper. I am indif- 
pofed, and cannot aft the Courtier, though! am 
raviflied to hear the news* It is fome fupport to 
my languiftiing Spirits, that whilft I am crumbling 
aftd dwindling away into the little Principles^ ot 
which I was made, thou my friend, art growing 
in the Bulk of mortal Greatnefs, in the favour of 
©nr glorioils Sultan. 

However, I cannot but fufpeflt the pretended 
kindnefs of him who raifed thee, I mean the new 
Vizir 5 neither haft thou much reafon to take this 
fudden reconciliation for any other than a mafk of 
Ixis old malice. He cannot forget the quarrel be- 
tween thy father and him, on the account of Dar^ 
Mefock, the Lieutenant-General of the Janizaries^ 
when the brave ©Id Chcik put a ftop to the de- 
£gned revenge of this unhuman upftart.. 

Affure thyfelf. That he who has made the ftep& 
to the grandeur he now pofleffes, o'er the neck of 
his Mailer, will not (bare any from whofe wit or 
power he may fear a ihock. And he knows both 
Dy experience and intereft too great, not tomiftruft 
t^e fon of hi& ^nemy.. 

Befides,, th^ eminent, command^ thy brother has. 
ever the Spahi's, muft needs be aa additional cau- 
tion to the man, whofe name founds no where fo 
iweetly, as in the Chamber of the Janizaries. 

Thott art fenfiije, that the newly reviv'd ani* 

mofity 
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mofit^ between thefe Military Orders threatens a 
calamity to the Ottoman Empire, which cannot be 
diverted widiout a facrifice on one fide or other. 
And, lince the Spahi's have engaged fo many po- 
tent Bafla's in their quarrels, who can expeA to 
fall, but the mighty ravourite of the Infantry? . 

He knows this very well ; and to prevent his own 
ruin, refolves on thine and^ thy brother's. Thine 
under the mafque of friendfhip^ till by his wheedle 
lie has drawn thy brother to Conftantinople ; where ' 
Ite will not fail to be ftrangled, that fo a Creature 
of the Vizir may be promoted in hi^ room : And 
what will become of thee after this, I leave to thy 
own judgment. 

Perhaps thou wilt defpife the advice of a fick 
man, and impute my fears to an excels of Melani- 
choly i from which diftemper, thou knoweft, I am 
feldom free. But I tell thee, my Reafon labours 
vndcr no Hypecondriac diforders, tho' my Body 
may. I am no Enthufiaft when I couniel my 
friend to avoid an apparent danger. However, if 
thou thinkeft it needlefs for me to bufy myfelf in 
fuch cafes, I have done.^ But I fhall never ceafe 
to pray for thy profperity as often as I comply with 
tjie Law, in kiiling the floor five Times a day, 
and repeating the appointed .Oraifons of Faith. 

Mcthinks, when I write to thee now, my pen is 
atalofs: lam puzzled for a ftyle fuitable to thy 
new honour^ and our old frieadftiip^ 

But, if I take tso much liberty, afcfibe it to the 
finccrity of my afFeftion, which knows not how to 
be referv'd or ftrange to a perfon, whom once I 
could call my other felf ; For no wider is the di- 
toice between friends*. 

Paris, 5th of the 7th Mooi>^ 
cf ihe Ycac i,$^$» 
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LETTER XIIL 

To Chiurgl Muhaitiet,. Baflk. 

I Know not, whether what I am going to ref- 
late Will be >rtews to the«^ or to any of the 
Minifters refutisg at the Sublime Porte. How- 
. ever, ^tis (o to me, and i am commandeci' ISo< 
conceal nothing of afty moment that comes to my 

Mahomet, eldeft fon to Achmet^ the Dey of 
Tunis, is now at Rome, hiving embraced the 
Chriftian Religioi^. People relate varioufly the 
"motives that induced hm to this change. Some 
fay, 'twas intereft, he having held a private cor- 
Jseipoftdencc with, the Ykerov ef Sicily, veho pro^- 
mi fed him. In the King of Spain's name, to make 
him Lord of feveral large Territories in the Weft- 
Indies. 

Others fey,, 'twas difcontent at his father's 
government, and auftere carriage ,tcfwards him; 
5ie old man having forced him to marry the 
Bafla of Tri|>oli's daughter againft his inclina- 
tion.- 

B«t the greateft part lifcribe this change in 
Religion to the force of his Confcience ; which 
they fay, was Gohvinc^ed by a Mitacle„ of the 
truth of the Chriftiail Faith.. Fcr, as they re- 
late, being once at fea in a Veffel, wherem were 
many Chriftians, add a dteadfultempdl arifing, the. 
mariners, who were all Muflutmans, feeing the 
havock that the winds and waves had made of 
the {hip-tackle, gave over all for teft* and faintf- 
ing under fo much labour, i^atching, and ter-^ 
ror as they had undergone, lay down, and let 
the fliip drive where-ever the ftorni would carry, 
her.. But there being a Chriftian Prieft aboard, 

efteemed 
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cfteemed a very holy and biamelefs man. He 
excited the Chriftians to appeafe the wrath ^f 
God by feme extraordinary a6fe of Devotioft.. 
Then they all made a foletnn Proceffion on the: 
decks of the Ship, the Prieft carrying before 
them that which they call the Sacrament, im- 
ploring the mercy ot Ood, and often ^ling^ 
on Tefiis and Mary. When behold, as the 
Prieft ftood aloft on tlie Po<^, reading aloud 
part of the Gofpel, the ftorm ftiddcnly ceafed^ 
the clouds were difpers'd, the air grew fercne- 
and calm, and the vcffel got fafe info har- 
bour. Upon, this, they fay, Mahomet, when 
he came afliOTC, took that Prieft along witfe 
him, defiring to be inftruderf in the Chrlftiatii 

I Belief; makmg a vow alfo. That he would re- 
nounce the law of the Muiiubnans, and embrace: 
that of Jefus* 

This is what fuch^ as are zealous for the 
honour of the Chriftian Faith, relate concern- 
ing this Prince's converfidh. However it be,, 
it is certain, that be privately made his efcape 
from Tunis by fea, and bent his courfe di- 

I reftly for Sicily 5 where in a few days he land- 
ed, and was received by tlie Viceroy, accord- 
ing to the Dignity of a Pnnce. A whilfc after, he 
was baptiz'd Dy an Archbiihop, who ga?ve him the 
name of Don Philippo, by which he is called in. 

I all places. 

1 hey fay, he was a little ftand^lized zt firll^ 

j when he law with what freedom the Sicflian 

r women appeared abroad in the ftreets/ and. 
cQnverfed with men ; but that afterwards, he 
took a great delight in. their company, efpecially 

; thofe that could fing well, or^ play on any in- 
ftrument of Mufic, to which ne is much ad- 
dided.^ And thferefbre,. he chufes to freqiierit. 
thofe Temples, where their Service is Ijerroitn- 
ed with variety of excellent Mufic, Its it is 
in all ^reat cities^ And foi* aught wt know, 

the 
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the charaiter, which the Chriftian Prieft gave 
him of this harmonious manner of worfhiping 
God, might have no fmall influence on a man 
naturally affefted with that Science. Certain- 
ly mufic has a mighty force to our affeftion; 
and it is a Proverb here in the Weft, ** That 
*' he^ who does not love mufic, has no foul^" 
One of the ancient Philofophers defined the 
Soul itfelf tp be aA Harmony. And another 
was fo fenfible of the various efFe£ls of fhis 
Science, in raifmg different paflions in men, 
that he left as an Aphorifm, " Such as the 
** mufic is, fuch are the People of a Com- 
** monwealth." Whence it wks the great care 
of fuch as took upon them to form the man-, 
ners of Youth, that no tunes fliould be playjed 
in their hearing, which naturally provoked to 
levity and wantonnefs j but grave and martial 
ftrains, fuch as prompted herioc thoughts, and 
difpofed them to virtue.. The Italians are 
great Maflers of this Science ; and the airs 
which they compofe for their Church Ser- 
vice are very deep and ravifhing. Which caufes 
their new profelyte Don Philippo, to pais 
his time ^ery attentively, during the cele- 
bration of the High Mafs and their Even^ 
Song.. -They report, that he will turn Je- 
fuijt. 

He went from Sicily loaden with gifts and 
prefents, and came to Rome, the feat of the 
Chriftians chief Mufti, whom they call the 
Pope. He is much honoured and carefied by 
tlie Holy Father, and all the Cardinals, who 
have told him fo many fair things of the Na*- 
aarene Fiaith, and fliewed him fo many facred 
Relicks of Antiquity, that he thinks himfelf ai>- 
ready within the Verge of Heaven, and that 
Rome is no other than the Suburbs of Para- 
dife. There is fometj[iing very charming and 
fweet m the converfation^ of the Chriftian Pr»- 

lates^ 
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latcs, if they be men of learning, as moft ge- 
nerally they are. And 'tis no wonder that fuch 
polite company fhould prevail much on the . 
flexible temper of a young Prince, who is as 
a Pilgrim in a ftrange Country^ where he can 
hear nothing but perpetual Eulogies of the 
Chriftian Religion ; nor fee any thing but ob- 
jefts, which ferve only to confirqi in his mind 
a venerable Idea of the Faith he has embraced. 
Befides, they fay he is fallen deeply in love with 
a young Roman lady ; fo that there is no hopes 
of refcuing him from the power of fo many en- 
chantments. 

Therefore, giving him over as loft, let uJ 
pray the Omnipotent to eftablilh us in his Truth ; 
that neither intereft, pafljon, nor an erroneous 
confcience may ever be able to make us fwerve ' 
from the Law written in Heaven, but, that yve 
may adhere to God» and his Prophet, with a 
thoufand Souls, 

Pajritf 5th of the 7th MofB^ 
ofthe Yeari649* 
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L E T T E R XV. 

To Sala Tirdheni Ermih, Superinten- 
dent of the Royal Arfenal at Con* 
ttantino^ le, 

WE are all arafm'J here with the news of 
I know not w'hat bpifterous adventures' 
of tlieCoflacks, ahfl their neigHboiurs, that poflefe 
the ancient Kingdom of Colchis. Had I not a 
firm Faith in the Alcorkn> 'twould fill me with 
Panick Fears. But no attempts can prevail 
kgainft the Men fifehting under the Shadow of 
the Prophet. He defceiKled with a confummate 
authority, from the Monarch who commands all 
things. TTic Mandate of *Heiaven will difperfe 
the Infidels. The feven Viziers above were wit- 
neflcs to the words, whofe Eccho's caufcd thun- 
der, when the Prophet fetir'd from the Ste^s of 
the Throne. Had not Mofes gh^en liiih warning 
(who remembered the noife in the Mount) the 
Apoftle had loft his Addrefs, and been confounded 
before the Angels ; but cncourag'd by the whif- 
per of the Man with Horns, he made no default 
m his"X)onge : And with little lofs of time arrived 
to the ninth Sphere, where he proclaimed the Nc- 
fiarum ; and all the Inhabitants of that Orb re- 
forted to the Banner which he had in his hands* 
The Prophet told 'em, " 'Twas only for a "Xml 
** of their Fidelity." They made obeifance, and 
retir'd. 

From that place he made no fcruple, but that 
the Eleft of Heaven and Earth would obey th^e 
Divine Patent. He finifli'd his defcent triumph- 
antly, and pitchM his feet on Mount Uriel, 
Thofe that believe Hali, fay, 'Twas on the top. 
of the Ragged Rock : But let the Heretics alone 

' ia 
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m their Infidility. Be h where it piea^d God, 
he fpoke the Words that fliall ne'er be reversed, 

I when he difplay'd the heavenly Silk, and faid, 
" Whoever takes up arms againft this Banner,- 
"fliall be reputed an Infidel ; he fliall be exter- 
" minated from the earth/' 

I I often think on thefe paflages in the holy Me- 
moirs, the Colledlions ot the life full of Wonders. 
Then I comfort rftyfelf with this thought. That, 
if all theundreumcis'd in the World mould en- 
ter into a combination, they would not fuccee3 
adrift the Men "fighting under the CommiffioA 
with the Seal. 
I have fent a letter to the Bafla of the Sea, ac- 

I quainting him with the news of this Expedition 
of the Coffadcs. ISince which I am informed. 
That thefe People are headed by a famous 'Pi- 
rate, in thofe Parts, a man of a daring ipirit,, 
and capable of the boldeft undertakrngs. The. 
French merdhdhts. Who have traded in the Bflack 
Sea, give hrfn a high charailer ; and portend 
grejtt injuries to die Ottoman Empire from the 
mccefs of Mb arnis : For, they fay, "he Is a 

•good Captain, both by Sea tfnd hsitid^ I have: 
heard feveral difffireftt ftories both of his; birth, 
and education: ISiitthis, I ain going to relate^ 
ccHnes from the beft hands, and Teems inoft pro* 
bable. 

His name fe Pachicour, a Circaffian by births 
but bred up in a fea Town of the Ufcrain,. near 

1 the Mouth d( the Niefter. He left "his native 

; Country at the age 6f tvyelve years, out of a 
defire to fee foreign Parts, embarking himfelf 
unknown to his parents in a veflel of Podolra,. 
which then v/as ready to fet fail from Bala Clug. 
He carried with him a fmall fum of money^, 
which he had purloin'd from his father, aod 
fcrved as a fund of his future fortune: For, ar- 
riving at^a certain town in Podolia, he frequent- 
ed the Keys, and offered his fervice to feveral 

Merchants ^ 
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Merchants ; one of which, obfening In his face 
the marks of a promifmg Genius, entertained hica 
in his houfe. He lived with him feven years, 
and performed his office fo well, that he madi 
him his Faftor toConftantinople. 

Pachicour difcharged his truft there with muci 
Profit to . his Matter, and Honour to himfelf, 
So that, at his return, feveral Merchants en-f 
trufted him with their goods 5 and fent him it 
trade at Catfa, and other towns on the Black Sca< 
His judgment and reputation increafing with hu 
years, he became in time famous in all tin 
trading towns. And fuch was his credit in thf 
Ukrain, that all the Merchants- put their veffelj 
and goods into his h^nds : So . that he fall'd 
many times with a fleet of twenty (hrps, hav* 
ing the difpofal of all the goods committed to 
his management. He grew fo rich in time bj 
his dealing, that he was able to drive a consj 
fidcrabie trade for himfelf. And then it was^ 
he began to lay the foundation of a defign, 
which he has fmcc executed. His gcmus wa3 
too aftive always to. be confined to this now wa^ 
of growing great : Therefore, he was refolved 
at one blow to raife his fortune to the pitch hfl 
aim'd at. He was the only Brother Banquler and 
Merchant whcre-ever he came. 

It was no difficult thing for a man of (b vaft 
a credit to raife an extraordinary ftock ; and 
Pachicour could eafily fiJenjce the alarms of Coa- 
fcience. There happenM alfo a junflurc very 
proper for his defign. For while he was- at If- 
gaou, a Port of Circaffia, day and night projeft- 
ing how to exalt himfelf, a War broke out be- 
tween his Countrymen and the MingreliaHs. The 
lattqr appear'd with a navy at Sea, which alarm- 
ed all the Maritime Parts of Circaffia. Pachi- 
cour, whofe invention was always bufy, took a 
hint from this, to accomplifii his plot^ Ex- 
pedition was his chiefeft game. Therefore he 

fpecdily 
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IHy made the utmoft ufe of hJs credit among \ 
Ae Podolian Merchants, and other foreigners re- ' 
fiding at Ifgaou. And, when he had amafs*d to- 
lether pr^igious fums of gold, for which he 
only gave the Bills of Exchane;^, he privately 
hiAs away the whole treafure, with all his jewels, . 
iffues, and other rich merchandize, to his father's 
loufe, who lived not many leagues from this 

^Within two days after this, the Mingrelian 
rket makes a defcent at Ifgaou, faclc'd it, carried 
iway two thoufand captives, and went to their 
ftflels again. 
Pachicour, who knew how to make an advan- 
1^ of this opportunity, privately fled after his 
rfeilth, as foon as the Mingrelian Fleet appeared 
itfore the place. And it happened that moft * 
tf his creditors were made flaves, and tranf 
orted to Mingrelia. He had no need to take 
tny farther care, but how to fecure his riches 
rom his pilfering neighbours : For the Circaffi- 
lis are all prpfefs'd Thieves : He therefore makes 
afte to his father ; and, having gratified him for 
» troubles, he in a fhort time purchaffed . four 
fen o{ War, with which he fets up for a Pirate, 
nfefting thofe feas, and robbing all the Mer- 
chants, except thofe who had formerly entrufted 
im. His bounty and valour charm'd all that 
»ved him. And, his feme fpreading with his 
fonderful fuccefs, many Circaflians put out to 
ft, and joined with him : So that in a little 
ime he made no fmall figure in the Kingdom of 
feptune, ' Seeing himfelf Commander of a power- 
U Navy, he found out quickly the Mingrelian 
M, and engagmg with them, got a glorious 
Hftory. 

I Soon after, ^ Peace was concluded, and Pachi- 
pHir was declared Admiral of all the CircafTian 
p-forces; to* which the Mingrelians were ob- 
pged by Treaty to join theirs, and to obey Pa- 

chicoiu-'fi 
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chicour's orders; In a litte time, this fortunate 
General became fo £am<?^is, that the Cpilacks fent 
to hina an Agent, and entered into a League j fur- 
niihed out tnree hundred veflels, and joined the 
Circaffian and Mingrelian fleets, 

'J'his is the bottom of the new Expedition, which 
Snakes fo loud a noife in thefe parts. 

Thou, who art mailer of the Arfcnal, wilt 
know whatmeafures are fitteft to be taken againfl: 
this bold Infidel, if be perfifts to break: the Peace 
o^ the moil Serene Empire. Yet, though he 
is. an enemy, let us not envy him the praifes that 
are due to his wit and courage. He feems to fur- 
pafs the fneaking. Thieves of his own -Nation ; and 
undertake nothmg but favereign Cheats, and noble 
Thefts, luch aa would pafs for virtuous Actions 
in a man of a higher Birth. 

I do not pleaS for Robbery, nor take the part 
of an Infiael; bjut, if I had time to tell thee 
fome heroic p^flages of this Pirate, thou . would'ft 
fay, he is worthy of a generous and favourable 
ufage, fhould he become a captive. In another 
letter I will oblige thee with a relation, which will 
not be unwelcome to a man who gives not fen- 
tenc? with the vulgar. I had more to fay on ano- 
ther (iihj^Sty but r am interrupted. Pardon the 
efF^<Sl of my duty to the Grand Signior. 

Pans, i9thof the 8th Moon, 
oi the Year 1649. 
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L E T T E R XV. 
To Mekc Amet, Ba(&. 

THERE is news arrived here lately of the. 
murder of th? Englifli Ambaflador at the. 
Hague. His name, was Doriflaus. He wa$ fent« 
by the n^w Governors in England to make an 
Alliance with the States of Holland, and to fatisfy* 
them in reference to th^ir late proceedings againft 
th?ir. Sovereign. 'Tis faid, the Negotiation would- 
have had but little fuccefs, in re^rd the Prince of 
Orange, who is Prefrdent or Chief over the States, 
and who married the daughter o^ the Endiifh. 

fjing, takes to h^art the untimely death ot his 
ather-in-Law, and cannpt.bui reconciled to h^s. 
fliurderers. Yet, 'tis to be thought, that Princes » 
are no farther touch'd with ojie aaoth^r's nvisfbi- 
tunes, than concerns their Intereft. 

However, on the 3^ day of the 5th moon, fome 
Scots enter'd into th^ lodgings of th^ AmbaA 
fador, and having difpatch'd him with feveral 
Wounds, made their efcape. It is not certainly- 
known who Yet thefe Aflaflins at work. People- . 
defcant varioufly, as their aiFeilions byafs them. 
Borne refleft on. it as a judgment juftly inflifted 
py God, thojLigJi by .an unjuft a6l of men, on one 
who had been a notorious prompter of his Sove- 
leign's death : Others cenfure it as a mofl: impi- 
ous Sacrilege, in regard the perfons of Ambafla- 
dors are by, th^ law - of nations efteemed facred 
?n4 mviolabl.? i and thq injifricg which they fuffer 
pre. interpreted not. only as done, to their Matters 
wjio fena them, but to all mankind, as if human 
Katii^e itfclf Wi^fe,wrong.'d hi the perfons of pub- 
pc MUiifters^ 

I Indeed there^ 14 aq method of eflal^lifhing or 

con- 
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conferving Friendfliips ^nd Alliances between dif- 
ferent Nations, if their Agents be not fecured with 
an immunity from affronts and violences. 

The French relate a pretty pafTage of one of 
their Kings, who, before he came to the Crown, 
being Duke of Orleans, had received very ill ^ 
ufage in his travels from a certain Italian Lord 
calrd the Baron of Benevento, After this Prince 
was polTefs'd of the Kingdom, the fame Italian 
Lord was fent Ambaflador from the Viceroy of 
Naples, to congratulate his Acceflion to the 
Throne of his Anceftors. Some French Cour- 
tiers, who had been witneffes of the injuries this 
Lord had formerly done to their Matter, now 
perfuaded the King to revenge himfelf, by cauf- 
ing fome grofs indignities to be done him whilft 
he had him in his power. To whom the wife 
Monarch reply'd, *'It becomes not the King 
*' of France to revenge on the Ambaflador of 
*' Naples the injuries which the Duke of Or- 
*' leans • received from the Baron of Beneve-n- 
"to," 

*Tis faid, the Englifh nation have demanded 
fatisfa^lion of the Hollanders for the murder of 
their Ambaflador, but were anfwered, " That 
** they themfelves ought firft to expiate the mur- 
**der of their King." 

The Scots have revolted from the New Go- 
vernment iii England, and arc yet in fufpence, 
whether they fhall fet up the 5on of the late 
King, or form themfelves into an Independent 
Republic. The Irifli are ftedfaft to the intereft 
of the Crown : And many iflands in America, 
fubjeft to tbe Kings of England, have now de- 
nied all obedience to the new Englifli Go- 
vernment, which feems to tend towards De- 
mocracy. 

There is much talk of one Cromwel, the Ge- 
neral of the Englifli Forces in Ireland!. This 
mail} from a private and obfcure efiate, is af- 
2 cende4 



A SPY AT PARIS. 49 

cended to the dignity of a General ; having 
purchafed this command by his condud and va- 
lour. The French extol him for the greateft fol- 
dier of the Age; and, if fame be true, no lefs a 
, Statefman. 

As a mark of the refped I owe thee, thou wik 
receive vrith this letter, a piftol of curious work- 
manfliip, which, being once charg'd,. will deliver 
fix bullets one after another. If thou accepted 
this fmall prefent, it will be an argument of thy 
friendfhip. 

Paris, 19th of the 8th Moon, 
of the Year 1649. 



LETTER XIV. 

To the ^ Venerable Mufti. 

T HAVE often wonder'd at the Lethargy where- 
J in the Nazarenes feem to be drown'a. They 
forget what they read in their own Bibles ; they 
there encounter with expreffionjs which favcHir of 
the £aft. Every page of the Written Law re- 
lilhes of the Dialed which is pure and lively, 
the* the Tranflators have cropp'd the flower of 
Ac fenfe. I have read their Bible in Greek, 
Latin, and French, but none of. thefe languages 
exprefs to the life the original Hebrew ; nor can 
it be expeSed. It is impoffihle to fcrew up 
Ae dull Phrafes of Europe to the fignificant 
Idioms of Afia. We may as well expedt Dates 
to fpring from a Reed. And for that reafon 
It is forbidden the True Faithful to tranflate 
Ae Volume of Light from the original Arabic ; 
Vol. IV. D , which 
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which is no other than Hebicw in its anclefnt 
Purity. 

This is the language of thofe who dwell above 
the feventh Orb. 'Tis die Pialeft wherein 
God converfes with the Pages of his divine Se- 
raglio, wherein all the Records of the celeftial 
Empire are writ. And when he iffues out Or- 
ders to tly Minifters and Bafla's of Heaven, 
Hafmariel the Secretary of the immortal Divan 
ufes no other cbaraSer, or fpecch, but that 
which is peculiar on earth to the fons of Ifli- 
mael, the inhabitants of the Region on the Eaft 
of the Red Sea. In fine, this is the Language 
wherein the Omnipotent thought fit to discover 
his pleafure to Mortals. 

Believe Mahmut, when he tells thee with pro- 
foundeft fubmiffioh, that he has taken fome pain« 
to pry into thofe languages, which have been the 
channels of divine knowledge. I have been pe- 
culiarly ambitious to ftudy the Anatomy of orien- 
tal words: And it would be no Hyperbole to 
fay, I have learned even to difle<Sl the very Syl- 
lables, wherein the various placing of points and 
letters alters the fenfe, or at leaft makes it an^ 
biguous. So fignificant and myfterious are our fa- 
cred Chai-axSters. 

I fpeak not this in Peeviflmefs, or to vindicate 
■niyfelf from the contempt which Ichingi Cap 
Oglani has put upon me. I have no emula- 
tion in that point; nor can any little fpur of 
pedantic ambition make me forward to con- . 
tend with a man, whofe v/hole talent confifts 
in knowing and remembring other mens Works ; 
as if he had ftudied at Athens only for this end^ 
to learn the facetious art of turning his Brains 
into a Catalogue of Books. But 1 refledt on 
the Learned among the Nazarenes, who are 
chiefly to blame, having the cuftody of the Book 
delivered to them from the Jews : And amonff 
them the Tranflators of that Volume are .pait 
5 excufe. 
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c«:ttfe, for they have deflpwer'dv the Qnginal) and 
robbM the Virgin Language of its beauty and 
honour, whiiflr the reft are witnelfes and filent 
abettors of the rape, in cx>ncealing the indt^ 
jiity that has been done to the Letters formd 
i)y the Finger of God^ arid full of divine Myf- 
teries. 

In thus accujing the Chriftian Interpreters of 
the Bible, I do not patronize the critical whim- 
fics of the jewiih Cabbalifts. They are ex- 
ploded by all men of fenfe ; yet there is a Me- 
dium between the ^excefs. of that afFefted nice- 
nefs, which has rendered the one ridiculous, 
and of that ftudi^ carelefsnefs to which the 
obfcurity of the other is owing. As the Hebrews, 
ky prefling the letters too clofe, haVHi*queezed 
out divine Chimera's j fo the ChriRians, in 
ufin]^ top flack a hand, have fcarce gain'd a 
pels draugbt of common human l^nie, leav- 
ing the genuine. Elixir of the writer's meaning 
behind. 

I will not lay much to the charge of the 
Tranflators employ'd by Ptolemy Philadelphus, 
King of Egypt. Thefe were no Chriftians, nor 
yet in the number ,of thofe who adored the ce- 
leftial Bodies and Elements : Nor did any of 
them pay their Devotions at the fame Altar with 
that Egyptian Monarch, who was a Worfhipper 
of the god Serapis: But they were Jews, fe- 
venty, or two more in number, as the Tradi- 
tion goes. And being every one. commanded 
fcv^erally to tranflate thofe Manufcripts, which 
the Jews efteemed the Oracles of God, with- 
out converfing with or feeing each other, it 
is faid, their Verfions all aereed to a Syl- 
lable. 

This is the ftory of the Jews, and feems to be 

credited by the Chriftians : yet fome have found 

many errors and incongruities in that celebrated 

Copy. And 'tis eafy tor.an imparti^ eye, efpe- 

U z • cially 
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cially in the head of an Oriental, to fpy many 
more. 

But the Latin, which they call the vulgar Xran- 
flation, IS full of miftakes. And the pretended 
Saint, who made it, fhould have gone farther 
than Paleftine for his intelligence in ancient 
Hebrew. His name (if I miftake not) was Hi- 
eronymus. He paffed many years in a Cell, near 
the fuppofed tomb of the Chriftians Mefliah iii 
the Holy Land : Where, thfey fay, he was in- 
fpi/d with the Knowledge of Hebrew ; and from 
thence ventured upon a Tranflation of the Old 
Teftament. 

Thou wik not expeft a certificate of thefe 
things from Mahmut, who only tells thee what 
he has read in Chriftian authors, whom they call 
the Hiftorians of their Church. 

But I can afllire thee 'twas no Spirit of the 
laft affifted this Ecclefiaftic in his Verfion. For 
he comes far fhort of rightly rendering the Ibfty 
Hyperboles, appofite Similitudes, elegant Fi- 
gures, and other Ornaments of Speech peculiar 
to the Writings of thofe who firft fee the Riling- 
Sun. Such are all thofe penn'd in the Eaft: 
From which we muft not exclude the Manu- 
icripts of Mofes, and the reft of the Hebrevr 
Prophets, Poets, Hiftorians, and Phllofophefs;. 
Of thefe does the Old Teftament confift, ex- 
cept one Book writ by my countryman Job, u^ho 
five times foil'd the Devil in fo many fet CombatS^ 
before God. 

Whatlhall I fay then of the Tranflations that 
have been made of their Bible in other languages, 
not fo copious and fignificaiit as the Latin. 

Since this divifion ^ofe between the Roman- 
Catholics and Proteftants, their Bible has been 
taught to fpeak the dialect of all, or moft Na- 
tions in Europe. Yet fuch is the unhappinelfs 
of the Franks, that, the more they tamper with 
the language of great Purity, the worfe they 

fuceeed* 
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(ucceed. Which has occafioned fome learned 
' men, as I am informed, to mark above a thou- 
; land faults in the laft French Verfion of that 

m^erious Book. 
i What room will they leave for the cenfures of 
I die MufTulmans, if the Chriftians themfelves are 
I thus critical upon the grand Patent of their Salva- 
tion ? 

It would be an endlefs talk to recount all 
the errors that may be difcern'd in the various 
Tradu<5ls of the Bible, by any Man that has 
converfed in the Eaft. Neither will I entrench 
on thy patience to gain the charafter of a Cri- 
j tic. ■ _ ' 

Permit me to glance only on the Pfalter, or 
the Odes of Sultan David. How flat and duU 
are. the Meafurcs of the Chrillian Tranflators ? 
How low have they funk the fenfe of that Royal^ 
Poet? He never began to warble forth any of 
, thofe Divine Songs, 'till firft infpir'd by a Se- 
I raph, whom he had lur'd down from Paradife 
[by the. melody of his Harp. That Seraph was 
mailer of the Mufic above, as the Hebrew i)o<5lors 
teach. Ev'ry tim^ David play'd on his inftru- 
ments, Ariel, (for fo was the Spirit call'd) made 
his defcent, and fung with a grace which can- 
not be' exprefs*d. The docile poet fdon learn'd 
both his notes and words. Seven hundred times. 
David touched his harmonious firings, and io' 
often the Aneel flood by him with the Book of 
the Choir. He taught feven hundred Sonnets that 
i are chaunted by the Lovers in Paradife. But the 
1 Devil ftole them from the King, whilfl: he was 
1 gazing on another man's wife, bathing herfelf ia 
i an adjoining garden. 

j Yet there are above an hundred Hymns re- 
maining, which David compofed by memory- 
oiit of the former. But fome Se£ls among the: 
Chriflians have turned them to the Ballads of the 
Vulgar. 

D3 So 
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So have they dealt with that furj)afline Poemr 
of Solyman, taught him by the etherial Tutor 
of his Father. For Ariel was enamour'd of one 
of the Virgins of Paradife, at the fame time 
that Solomon enjoy'd Pharaoh's daughter, and 
had newly built for her a Seraglio of Cedar. The 
heavenly Lover, therefore, to accommodate him- 
felf to the Paffion of the Mortal, taught him one 
of the Paftorals of Eden, a Song peculistr to his- 
own Amour. 

But theNazarenes have tum'd it into a dry and 
infignificant Allegory, by their Gloffes ; putting^ 
an affront alfo upon the Rhetoric and Poetry, in 
wording their Tranflation. 

If I mould go on and number the tnifiakea 
they have made in the Writings of the Prophets, 
and other Books of the Old Teftameat, tho* it: 
were but in this general manner, I fhould tire 
thee out ; but to recount the Particulars would be 
a thirteenth Talk for Hereules. 

Yet, after all thefe defaults of the Learned^ 
neither they nor the Ignorant can be excufed from 
wilful blindnefs, in ihutting their Eyes a^ainfE 
the twilight which appears in the worft Tran- 
flatioh, and is fufficient to dircd any man to the 
Eaft, where Wifdom ihincs in her perfed Splen- 
dor. 

There arc cxprcffions all over the Scriptures, 
which point to the Laws, Habits, Cuftoms, D^et, 
and Manner of Life ufed in the Regions firft vi« 
fited by the Morning Sun. Thefe are the fame - 
now as they were of old j and the Muffulmans of 
this Age obferve no other rule of life but what ^ 
was praftifed by the Patriarch Ibrahim, above 
three thoXifand years ago, and by all the Faith- 
v/ul of thofe Times. Our Marriages* Circumcifions, 
Funerals, Prayers^ Wafhings, and all other Ce- 
remonies of Religion or CivfKtyj are the fame now 
as then : There is nothing added or diminifhed, 
lave the Faith and ObediencjB we owe to Mahomet* 

the 
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4cAmbaffador of God, and to the Volume put 
mto his hands by Gabriel,. Prince of the divine 
Meflengers. - 

Our very Habits, and the Manner of our Build- 
ing ; our Salutations and whole Addrefs are the 
feme at this day, as the Scripture tells us were in 
ufe in thofe Ages next after the Flood among the 
Patriarchs ana Prophets, and among all the true 
Believers, the pdleriW of Ibrahim, eibecially the 
Defcendants by the Right Line, the Stem oflf- 
mael, the eldeft fon of him who entertained three 
Angels at once in his Tent. 

Yet the Infidels will not confider it : but per- 
faade themfelves they are the only Children of the 
fcithful Ibrahim, pretending to pradlife in I know 
not what figurative Senfe the life we lead in truth ; 
cheating themfelves with empty Symbols, while 
we enjoy the- Subftance. 

Bui thou, great Succeflbrof Ibrahim, and the 
Prophets, vouchfafe to pray for Mahniut, that 
whilft his dirty to the Grand Stiignior obliges hinx 
to dwelt here in the Weft, and to converfe with- 
sone but Infidels, he may itiU ret^n the Faith of 
4c Eaft, the Devcftion of aalfmaelite, aad th^ Pu-- 
rity of a True Believer ; ftill crying in his heart 
even in the Temples of the*Infidels, there is but 
one God, and Mahomet his Mefienger« 

Buis, 5tfa of the 9th Mooa» 
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56 LETTERS WRIT BY 

LETTER XVIL 
To the Chiaus Bafla- ; 

THE Peace agreed on Jaft year, between the 
Germans and Swedes, is not yet fully eftajj 
blifhed and confirmed} there has been a Ccffatiolj 
of Arms fince that time, and now the Dukl 
Amalfi on the ]Emperor's fide, the Duke of Vanij 
dort for the King of P'rance, and he of Eiflcii 
for the- Crown of^Swed eland, are met at NorimJ 
burgh, to conclude a final Ratification of the Ar«i 
tides. 

During this Confult, the Swedifh army are 
permitted by the Emperor's agreement to quar- 
ter up and oown in feven Circles of the Empire, 
and not to be difch^rged till all their arreart 
are paid at the coft of the Germans. 'Tis faid 
it will amount to three millions of Zequins. Thil 
War has lafted near thirty years ; in which* 
above three hundred thoufand men have loft their 
lives. 

As to the Englifh affairs, the prevailing party 
there have declared that ancient Kingdom to be a 
free State, and the Monarchy is abolifhM by a 
public A6t. Neverthelefs, after Charles was be- 
headed, his eldeft fon was procljiim'd King, both 
in England and Ireland, by fome of the loobies 
and Gentry that were Friends to that Royal 
Family. And in Ireland, a certain great Duke 
appeared at the head of a numerous Army, in 
behalf of the young King's Intereft, having laid 
fiege to the Metropolis of that Kingdom ; which, 
with one other town, were the only ftrong holds 
that refifted the King's party. But in the 8th 
Moon the Army which the Englifli ftates had 
newly fent over to that Ifland, engag'd with the 

forces 
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' fitfces of this Duke, entirely routed them, kill- 
, iag ten thoufand men on tne fpot, and taking- 
tinany thoufand prifoners, with all their ammu- 
iltftion and baggage. This, being fccondfed' with' 
Other vi(Sories, m a fmall time reduced that 
Kingdom under the obedienee of the Engh'fb 



In the mean time I hear no plfeafing new* 
feom the Levant, Veffels daily arrive in the Ha- 
lens of France, who confirm each' other's rela- 
Sons of a dreadful naval combat between our 
Ifcet, and that of the Venetians ; wherein, they 
fey, we have loft feventy-two Galliots, threefcore 
Merchant Veflels, and eighteen Ships of War : 
That, in this fight, fix thoufand five hundred' 
MufTulmans have loft their lives, and near ter^ 
ftoufand were taken prifoners. 

I tell thee, thefe are great breaches in the 
Navy, which, belonging to the Lord of the Sea 
and Land, has aflum'd to itfelf tiie epithet of 
iNvmciBLE. Thefe are blemifhcs in the en- 
%ns of high, renown, reproaches to^ the Em- 

f"e, which we believe is to fubdue all Nations. . 
refleft not on the courage or conduft of tha. 
Captain Baffa; neither am I willing to help for- 
ward the ruin of. a man, who cannot expeft tp 
*e honoured with a veft, a fword, or any othc^r 
mark of the Sultan's favour, for his fervice in 
the fea-campaign. I am naturally compaflion-^ 
j^p. 'Tis not in my praife I fpeak it : For, I 
Wieve- this tendernefs to be rather a Vice of 
|roy Conftitution, than to have any rank of Mo- 
^Is, much lefs to be of kin to the Family of 
Virtues; I pity a man falling into difgrace, on*. 
; ^hom the Weather ©f the Seraglio changes,, from 
J^Hijch he muft expedt nothing but clouds andi 
ftprms. Thofe tempefts will prove more fatal, to 
"ini than any that ever tolled his fleet on the: 
ruffled ocean. In all probability, he will fuffer. a 
ftip-wreck of his fortune, if not of his life. Therc- 
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fore 'tis with extreme reeret that I muft fay that 

which may haften his fall. 

But I am commanded, not to conceal any in- 
telligence that relates to the intereft of the Sublim^ 
Port, nor to fpare the fori of my mother, if I 
know him guilty of criminal praftices. 

All that I have ^ to lay to the charge of the 
BaiTa of the Sea Is, a private correfpondencc 
which he holds with Cardinal Mazarini. This 
I difcover'd by the affiftance of a Dwarf, whon^ 
I have often mentioned in my letters to the 
Grandees of the Port. I need not repeat to thee 
what I have faid already to them of the birth, 
education, and genius of Ofmin (for fo is the 
little fparic call'd j j nor of the method I have put 
him upon, to wind himfclf into the fecrets of 
the public Minifters. Only thou may'ft report 
to the Divan, that this diminutive man continues 
to purfue his advantages of accefs to the clofets 
of the French Minifters, whereof I gave an ac- 
count laft year, in a letter to Chiurgi Muhammet 
Baffa. 

Thou may'ft aflure them alfo. That, when he 
was yefterday in the chamber of Cardinal Ma- 
zarini, he caft his eyes on a letter which lay- 
open on the table, while the Cardinal was in; 
earneft difcourfe with an extraordinary Courier 
from Rome. He had not opportunity to readt 
more than the Superfcription, and a line or two 
of the matter j which contained thefe wor(k : 

** The mild Commander, the humble Shadow of 
^^ the bright Star of the Si&a, Bilal, Captain 
*' Baffa. 

** To the moft Illuftrious Prince of the Kingdom 
**of,the MefEah, eminent among the High 
*' Lords of holy honour, the fublime Direftor 
** of the People of Jcfus, affiftant to the chair of 
** Sovereign Dignity, the feat of the Roman 

" Caliph, 
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*^ Caliph, Julio Mazarini, Cardinal, and our. 
** Friend. May whofe latter days encreafe in 
*' happinefs. 

I " T^H Y afFeftionate letter and prefents were de- 
" ■■' liver'd fafe to me, as I lay at anchor with 

j ** the Fleet under my command, not far from the 

I " Ifland of Chios. And, as a mark of my ac- 
** kno^edgment and good- will to thee and all the 
" Nazarenesy I embraced in my arms the noble, 

I *' Captain Sighior Antonio Maratelli, who had 
" the honour to be trufted with this negotiation. 

i ** I immediately difrobed myfelf, and caufed that 
*' brave Italian, thy meffenger, to be vcfted with 

f ** my own Garment, as a pledge of " 

Before Ofmin could read farther, the Cardinal 

; approached the tabl^, and took up the letter, 

I letting fall fome words to the Courier, by which 
the Dwarf was confirmed in his fufpicion of the 
Bafla's perfidiouihefs, and that this letter newly 
came from him. He pofted immediately to give 
me an account of this paflage ; believing it to 
be, as it is, of great import. For he has a Angu- 
lar reeard for the Family, which firft exterminated 
the CTreeks from Conftantinople. 

Thou knoweft what ufe to make of this in- 
telligence. I am not cruelly inclin'd, but I 
muft do my duty. The reft I refer to thy pru- 
dence. 

I will only advertiie thee of one farther re- 
mark of Ofmin, who by comparing what he has 
fccn now, with a difcourfe he once before over- 
heard between . Mazarini and a French Noble- 
man, whilft he lay. under the Cardinal's table 
(which I have inlerted in. one of my letters) 
concludes. That ths BafJTa, there mentioned by 
the Cardinal, was this fame Bilal Bafla, who was 
at the inftance of the Janizaroes made BafTa of 
the Sea. 
I could not without making myfclf an accom* 

plice. 
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plice, conceal fo foul an ingratitude to the Grand 
Seignior, and fo villanous a Treafon againft the 
Empire, which holds the lirft Rank among all 
the Dominions on Earth. 



Paris, 14th of the 9tb Moon, 
of the Year 1649. 



LETTER XVIIL 

To Cara Hali, Pliyfician to the Grand 
Seignior. 

WE have had a violent hot fummer in thefe 
Parts, with much 1 hunder and Lightnings 
which has done confiderable damage to the Far- 
mers, in burning the hay and corn in their Gra- 
naries. Complaints arrive heici daily from all the 
Provinces, that Heaven has coiifumed their Har— 

^ This the Court Party interpret as a Jud^- 
m^nt on them for their Rebellions ; caufing it 
to be induftrioufly fpread about in all .compa- 
nies, that Heaven is angry with the inhabitants ' 
of Guyenne, Bourdeaux, and other Provinces, 
for taking up arms this year againft their So- 
vereign. I know not how far this cenfure is 
juftihable : But 'tis obferv'd that the People of 
thefe rebellious Provinces have receiv'd more 
apparent and irreparable injuries by the Light- 
ning, than thofe of other Parts : Several Mem- 
bers of the Parliament of Aix were found dead 
m their beds, after a tempeftuous night of 
Lightning, And next day^ the Roof of the Houfe>.. 

whe;:e 
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where they aflembled, fell down and kill'd fe- 
vcraL 

In the great church of Bourdeaux as they 

were celebrating their Mafs, a ball of fire 

. broke in from behind the Altar, fmote dov/n fe- 

veral images, and filling the Church with an 

intolerable ftihk, flew out of a window, with* ^ 

out doing any farther harm. And ^ great bank 

of maney, raifed by this city to pay their fol- 

i diers, was all melted down by lightning, to the 

r aftonifhment of thofe who faw it ; for it was 

done in the day-time, the Grandees of Bour- 

I deaux . being prefent. It would be endlefs to 

j recount all the mifchiefs that have been done 

; in thofe parts. We had no jgreat harm here, 

fave that almoft all the wine in the city was 

turned to a kind of vinegar in one night. Which 

the philofophers attribute to the peculiar Energy 

of Lightning ; which plays the Chymift with this 

liquor, and in a moment feparates, and drinks up 

its vital fpirits, leaving only a mortuum Caput 

behind. 

The feafpn has been fo hot during the Dog- 
days, that the air itfelf feeni'd combuftible; and 
the very Winds from whence we look'd for 
nefrefhment, were like the breath of a ftoye : 
All things feem*d ready to take fire, as if the 
Elements waited for the Grand Conflagration. 
Heat was the cry every where. Men's bodies were 
fcalded with internal flames ; the ibade of trees 
aiFocded no relief, the fountains could not allay 
their thirft. All Nature feemM to be in a Fever, 
leady to expire. 

Now thefe fervours are abated, and we be- 
gin to have frofly mornings. The nitrous air 
reftores mens appetites. Abundance of rain has 
new-moul3ed the gaping parch'd earth, and 
produced a fecond Spring. The huftandman 
comforts ' himfelf with the hopes of another 
Cfop of hay, to repair the lofs of the former, 

which 
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come of me, if I fhould die under the burthea 
of fo many fins f What anfwer ihall I be able 
to make to the two Inquifitors of the Grave, 
the Angels who fhall examine me, who is my 
God, and who is my Prophet, and what is my 
Faith? The darknefs of that Region o£ Sha- 
dows will hot be fufiicient to hide my ,bluflies,. 
and the confufion I fliall be in at fo prefling a. 
trial. 

All my cpmfort is, That I have yet friends 
left, to whom I may freely vent my thoughts,, 
and aik their counfeL 

If thou haft any remains of that friehdftiip- 
that h:ti: been between us,, weigh my eafe tho- 
roughly, and tell me whether I am not loft 
for ever, without a change of life ? Flatter me 
not, neither ulb the artifices of civility, in pal- 
liating my < rimes; but fearch my wounds, 
and give mc thy advice without thy veil, and 
Mahmut fhal* tfteem thee the Phyfician of his. 
Souh 

Paris, »4tli of the yih MooD^. 
of the Year iij^.%* 
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LETTER XIX. 



, To Kenan Baffa, Chief Treafurer to his 
Highnefs at Conftantinople. 



1 



F I hav^notaddrcffed to thee before, attribute 
A it to my Ignorance of thy Quality and Perfon. 
As foon as f heard of thy advancement to this 
important truft, I refolved to falute thee, as be- 
comes a Slave in my poft, and to wim thee all 
the happinefs that thou can'ft defire. Yet, when 
I congratulate thy Rife, remember, I do but wel- 
come thee to a Precipice, a meer Pmnacle.of t'or- 
tune, where thou haft no rcafon to expeft fecure 
footing. The blaft of an envious mouth will 
make thee totter. Thou breatheft in an element 
full of tempefts. The fly praaices of a Rival may 
undermine thee ; or the more open frowns of thy 
Sovereign may caft thee down. Thou art ever 
liable to the malice of the vulgar, and not a little 
in danger of thy own weaknefs, the mfeparable 
companion of humanity. If thou Ihouldeft once 
look with difdain on thofe that are beneath theCj 
the vaft diftance aiid height of the profpedt may 
make thee giddy. Therefore it would > good 
for thee to have thy eyes always fix'd on thylelf. 
That will prove the bett Chart, by which to fteer 
thy courfe through the rocks and fands, which on 
all hands^ threaten thei life of a Courtier. It wiU 
not be amiis alfo to place before thee, the valt 
examples of wife men, thy Predeceflors. There 
is a greater force in Hhefe, than in the belt coun- 
. fels ; becaufe matter of faft leaves no room tor 
diftfuft : Whereas men are naturally jealous ot 
thofe who pretend to inftruft them. We are all 
fond of our own reafon and judgment ; and are 
apt to fufpea him of^fomedefign who feeks to 
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tranfmitting what money is appoiDtcd for me to 
be timely and pun<9:ual, to lend Duplicates by 
tlifFerent Pofts, that, if one fhould mifcariy^ I may 
not be at a lofs : For, there is no credit for ^ 
Muffulman at Paris. Eliachira would fupply m^ 
with what may fuffice a Dervich ; but it belongs 
to thee to take care, that I want not what is re* 
quifite for an A^cnt of the Grarid Seignior. 



. Paris, i2d of the loth Mootii 
of the Year 1649. 



LET T E R XX. 

To Pefteli Hali, his Brother. 

T Unwillingly concluded my laft letter, before 
*- I had vented half my thoughts on \thofe Ori- 
ental fubjcdls. fo full of inftruftioh arid pleafure. 
Thy Journal is become my pocket-companion, 
I carry it 'with me to the Garaens and Solitudes, 
and even to the Libraries and Churches: To which 
Jaft, I am obliged to go fometimes, that I may 
avoid fufpicion* 

The Chriftians, when they enter the moft de- 
lightful Gardens of Paris, ipend their time^ and 
weary themfelves, in walking forward and pack- 
ward. They will meafure leveral leagues in tra- 
verfmg one Alley : Which vain cuitom, thou 
knoweft, is contrary to the pradlice of the f)aftern 
People, who love to folace themfelves, in fitting 
IHU under the cool ihades, and feeding their eyes 
vrith the grateful verdure of trees,- their nofes - 
with the fragrant fmell of herbs and flo\Vers, 
and their ears with the pretty melody of the birds : 
All which fcrve as helps to their contempla- 
tion. , 

■■'''•■•■' After 
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After this manner I many times pafs away fome 
tours in the gardens of this city, whereof there 
arc great plenty. And when I am cloy'd with 
die tore-mention'd pleafure, then I take out thy 
-Journal, and fall to reading 5 which winds up 
my thoughts afrefli, like a watch that is down : 
Nay, it opens new fource^ of contemplation, and 
ferves as a miraculous Talifman to bring China, 
'India, and all the Eaft, into the place where I am ; 
fo lively and natural are thy difcourfes of thofc 
parts. 

When I am in Churches it ferves me inftead of 
-a Prayer-Book: And, whilft others are babbling 
over they know not what, or at leaft they care not 
•what ; I offer up to God the Firft-rfruit of my 
reafon and knowledge, which he has given- me, 
to diftinguifli me from all forts of beafts, whether 
•in human fliape, or not. 

When I go to thfe Libr^ricfs^ I compare thy 
(Journals with the Writings of others who treat of 
'the fame matters ; and find, that thou agreeft with 
fome, corredeft the miftakes of others, and, in 
all, meweft a Genius elevated above all others 
of the common Hiftofians and Travelers j who 
feek rather to amufe the reader with uncouth 
ftories and adventures, than fo inftruA him with 
what is really ufeful and profitable.- 
• Thus thy Journal is become the companion 
of my folitudes, the objedt of my ftudies, and 
the help to my devotions abroad ; and it is no 
lefs the diverfion of my retirement and melan- 
choly at home. ' I am a great admirer of Anti- 
quity ; and therefore an ^old craggy rock, o'er- 
-grown with mc^s, and full of gaping Chafms, is 
a more agreeable fight to me, than the flow'ry 
meadows or verdant groves ; becaufe the former 
looks like a Relic of the primitive Chaos ; where- 
as, I know the fetter to be only the produ6l of 
the laft Spring. *Tis for this reafon, thy Narra- 
tive aftbras me fo vaft a delight, becaufe it treats 

of 
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of the moft ancient Kingdoms and Govei^iments ti 

the World : and is not ftufFed with Chimera? 

and Fables, as moft Relations of thofe Cpuiitri^i 

are; but ^tves us a fincere and true account o 

whatever is conftderabk, without touching on tm 

pertinencies. 

But above all, I am delighted with that par 
which relates thy travels in China : That coua- 
try. being of fo vaft an extent, fo rich, fo popii- 
4ous ; thp peepie fo induilnQus, leai'ned, an4 po* 
litic (befides the Antiquity of their Empire, whicl 
camidt in that point be match'd by any Gd 
vernment under the Heavensj) that the e^afi 
knowledge of thefe things feems to me of great- 
er moment, than any other difcoveries w^hatib- 
«ver. 

What thou, fayeft of the Chinefe letters aiK 
words fhews. That thou /haft. made fome in- 
fpecftion into that language. And thy rennarb 
on the long fucceftionand feries of their KLingS, 
is an argument, that thou art no ftranger to thefi 
Chronology, which takes in many thpufands pi 
Years before Noah's flood. Thou art very exa<9 
in enumerating their public Tribunals and Courta 
ofjuftice; as alfo in defcribing fome remarkable 
bridges, temples, palaces, and other ftru^tures : 
Which ferve to give the reader a true Idea oi 
the magnificence^and grandeur of the Chinefe Em- 
perors ; and of the ingenuity of the people, who 
leem to excel all others in Arts and Sciences. In 
a word, it is evident, that thou didft not pafs thy 
time with thy arms folded, whilft thou ,wert in 
• that Kingdom. And I know not how better to 
cxprefs the efteem I have for thee, on the ac- 
count of the pains thou haft taken to inform both 
thyfelf and me in matters of fo great importance, 
than by giving thee an account of what progrefe 
the l^artars have made in the Conqueft of that 
Empire, fmce thy return to Conftantinople. In 
my laft I acquainted thee with the Coronation of 

the 
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ike Tartar King at Pekin ; fince which, other 
^•rilels are arrivra from thofe parts, which bring 
on account that the younj Tartarian Conqueror 
Ifcon puihed forward his victories ; and marching 
i%ith an army into'Corea, (which Kingdom, thou 
ftoeweft, borders on China) the King of that 
^Country made his fubmiffions ; and enteriiig into 
\Jt league with Zunchi, held his Crown in Fee of 
that vi^orioiis Emperor. 

Afterwards he haftened to fubdue the Provinces, 
which remain'd unconquer'd. His method in ac- 
;compliihing this great work was by fwift marches, 
iltke another Alexander the Great ; and by laying 
I^Sege to the principal city of a Provkice^ which he 
i^iever failed either to take by force, or compelled 
to furrender, that fo they might efcape famine : 
And when this was done, he took poiieflion both 
'Cfit and the whcje Proviacc, fummoning the ci- 
ties of leffcTTiote to furrender; which they feldora 
I'lfefufed after they had beheld the Fate of the firft. 
jTThus, in a little time he became mafter of all that 
P^acious Empire. 

The fame of his fuccefs quickly brought in- 
tmmerable Tartars out of their native country 
to fyllov/ the fortune of their Emperor. To thefc 
Jie gave the chief Offices in his Army, ai^d conti- 
nued the ChiHefe in the adminiftration ^ Civil af- 
fairs ; and, as a token of their fubje<£tion, he com- 
manded all the Chinefe to cut their hair fliort, 
and to cloath themfelves after the fafhion of the 
Tartars. 

They give a high chara£fcer of this young Prince, 
who, amidft fo many fuceeffes and triumphs, dif- 
covers nottheieaft vain glory^ but contains him- 
fdf within the bounds of a virtuous mpder^tion, 
afcribes all to the Decrees of Deftiny, and is not 
HI the leaft puffed up with any of his glorious 
a&ions; which is an argument of a fpirit truly 
heroic. And yet this Prince is an Idolater, as 
are all the Tartars of that nation 5 or rather, they 
are men of no JReligion, which makes their mo- 
rals 
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rals the more admirable : For, according to the re- 
lation of thofe who came laft from China, tb 
Tartars are very temperate and continent peopU 
abhorring thofe vices which are but too commfll 
in other parts of the world, and from which t^j 
true Believers therafelves are not free. They al(| 
rigoroufly juftalfo, and punifh all manner offraudj 
and deceit with immediate death. As for thii 
condu<ft and courage in the Wars, there is nf 
Nation furpafles them, few are their equals. Thd 
are paffionate lovers of an adive life, fpendiiq 
moft of their time on horfeback, either in hunti 
ing wild beafts, or fighting with their enemies^ 
And their horfes are the beft and moft eouragft 
ous in the world. There is nothing the Tajs 
tars fo much defpife, as the fedentary life d 
Students and learned men ; accounting them thl 
burthen of a Commonwealth, lazy drones; fl 
only to be fold for flaves:.,But men of fervi<| 
and merit in the wars they have in great efteemj 
never failing to reward fuch with dignities ad 
commands, proportionable to their deferts ad 
capacities, rlay, fuch is the martial Genius 'dl 
this nation, that the very women ride, to th* 
wars with the men, and perform exploits above 
what is expefted from that foft and delicatt 
fex. Both men and women are habituated fronD 
their infancy to live in tents or vsraggons, there 
being very few cities in all Tartary : There thej 
are inur'a to hunger,, cold, thirft, and all otha 
methods of a frugal and hardy life. This is thai 
which renders them excellent foldiers, and a ter- 
ror to all the nations round about them. Thi« 
is that which fo foon reduced all China to theij 
'obedience; the Chinefe, among all their virtues 
and acccomplilhments, being the moft effeminate 
people upon earth. This, no doubt, thou haft ob« 
ferved. 

Brother, I advife thee to go to Kerker Haffan 
Baffa, our countryman, and prefent to him theft 
obfervati^ns m the Tartars ; which thou may'fl 

eafiljl 
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Jttffly do, by trstnfcribing what is for thy turn 
tet of this letter. He inherits his father's Ge- 
lius.; who, thou knoweft, was ox\e of the great* 
Hunters in all Arabia, and has a character 
much different from what I have here gi- 
thee of the Tartars. That Bafla will take 
at delight in thefe Memoirs, and will think 
nfelf obliged to rtiake thee fome proper ac-» 
nowledgment. He is generous and great, and 
k lies in his power to promote th^e. I have 
frit to him already, and have given him an 
Incomium of thy ability. I will lecond with it 
jjhother letter, in anfwer to one I lately received 
ffom him, wherein he defires a farther account 
W China. I will inform him therefore of fe- 
deral oafiages out of thy Journal. He^ no doubt, 
» make a farther trial of thy knowledge, will 
m thee feveral queftions relating to thefe mat- 
p. 80 fhalt thou have a fair opportunity of 
kidcring thyfelf confpicuous, and of jgaining 
PS efteem. Follow my advice j take time by 
tee forelock, and the event fliall prove happy, 

[ Wris, Sth of the < ith Mwu, 
\ 0^ the Year 1649, 
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LETTER XXI. 
To Kerker Haflan, Bafla. 

I Received thy commands, and am proud of the 
honour thou haft done me in requiring the 
fmalleft fervice at my hands, efpecially one of 
this nature, which is an argument. That my 
former relation of China was acceptable to the^. 
This I account my honour and happinefs^ that 
I have a brother who has made fuch confiderablc 
improvements in hi^ travels : For 'tis to him I 
owe the knowledge I have of that country, and 
the other parts of the Eaft. As for my coufm 
Ifouf, he would never vouchfafe to fend me a, 
fyllable relating to his Travels, though he had 
rambled throughout Afia. 

I defirqd this favour of him in feveral letters, but 
have received no anfwer j fo that I know not whe- 
ther he be dead or alive. My friends are very 
backward in writing to me; and, unlefs id be fome 
of the Minifters of St^te, who forhetimes Iionour 
me with a Difpatch, though very rarely, I hardly 
receive a letter from my familiar friends and re- 
lations in twenty Moons ; which makes me con- 
clude, that abfence of fo long a date has quite 
blotted me out of their minds. 

As to what thou defireft farther to know, con- 
cerning China, my brother fays. That Empire con-- 
tains 44CO waird towns and cities; 3000 caftles 
and towers of defence on the frontiers, wherein 
are always garrifon'd a million of foldiers, who 
are reliev'd at due times by others of equal 
number. There are a million alfo conftantly 
kept in pay to guard the governors of Provinces, 
Ambafladors, and other OiEcers of Statp: The 
Emperor of China maintaining five hundred 

. thoufan<f 
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limkbnd horfe to attend his perfon. AH this is 
in time of Peace. But, upon any Revolt or In- 
idlon, the forces are innumerable. There are in 
China 331 bridges, remarkable for their ftrength 
land magnificence, beyond all others in the world ; 
2099 mountains ; lakes and medicinal fountains 
1472; 1 150 triumphal arches and other monu- 
ments, erected in honour of valiant and learn- 
fd men ; 272 libraries, abounding with all man- 
ner of excellent books : Temples 300,000, and 
M many Priefts, befides the Convents of their 
iReligious. They reverence 3036 male Saints,^ 
pad 208 females. All which have temples de- 
i£cated ' to their honour, befides thofe which are 
tonfecrated to the fun, moon, and ftars, fire, 
air, earth, and water, and to the Heavens which 
[comprebend all, and to the celeftial Gods 
^Ao rule all, and to the fuprcme GOD, .cre- 
ator of the Worlds. In thefe Temples they 
icelebrate the praifes to their Gods and Heioes 
with mufic and fongs, incenfe and facrifices ; 
believing^ That all things which are confpi- 
cuous for the excellency of their nature, or from 
which mankind receives any general or extra- 
ordinary benefit, ought to be worfliipped with 
divine honours. In this they differ not from 
the ancient Pagans of Greece and Rome, who 
had almoft as many Gods and GoddefTes as^ 
there were feverai creatures in. the world ; fo 
that there was no beginhlnsj or ending of their 
fuperftitions ; and the moft learned and con- 
templative of their Priefts found the Ceremo- 
nies of their Religion to be an inextricable laby- 
rinth, where they were often loft. Certainly, 
happy are the faithful MuiTulmans, who adore 
but one God, the fountain of the Univerfe, with- 
out entangling themfelves in the abfurdities of In- 
fidels. 

The Chinefe are great admirers of themfelves, 
and their own notions j believing, that no peo 
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pie can ftand in competition with them for learn- 
ing, wifdom, and riches. They have a very con- 
temptible Idea of all other Countries, with thdr 
inhabitants, efteeming them either as Idiots or 
Monfters. 

Thia conceitednefs -is owing to their igno-. 
ranee of the reft of the world ; for they feMom 
or never travel beyond the limits of their own 
Empire. 

I could fay a great deal more of this people, 
but it will oe better for thee to hear it from 
my brother, who has been there, and can give 
thee an ample fatisfaSion in all things relating 
to that Empire. I have wrote to him to go 
and kifs the duft before thy feet. If thou makdft 
trial of his abilities, thou wilt find him im- 
«proved by his travels, a man fit for bufinefs, 
and one in whom thou may 'ft confide; which 
is a virtue never enough to be priz'd in thefe cor- 
jrupt times. 

In thefe things, however, mingle thine own 
difcretion with the kindnefsofa countryman, and 
Xhe afFe£lion of a friend. 

Paris, 8th of the 1 1 th Moon^ 
of the Yfar |64.9« 
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JL E T T E R XXIL 
To Cornezan, Baffa.^ 



WERE Ovid alive, the events of this year 
would afFord him matter for new FicSlions., 
He would either tell us. That the Goddefs of 
Love has fet a fpell upon Mars, and charm'd 
him into good nature ; or. That he had drank 
b large a draught of Nepenthe, as made him 
forget his old trade of embroiling Mortals in 
War. However it be,- Hymen feems to have 
the. greateft ftiare in this year's action. For, 
kiftead of battles and fieges, the Nazarene 
Princes have been engaged in encounters of fof- 
tcr chara<Slers, the gentle affairs of LoVe and 
Marriage. 

In the firft Moon the new King of Poland, 
whom they call Je^n Cafimir, married the wi- 
dow of his deceafed brother, in the ninth, the 
Prince of Hainault efpoufed the Duke of Holf 
flein's daughter : And the laft Moon was remark- 
able for two matches ; one of the King of Spain, 
with Anna Maria, the German Emperor's daugh- 
ter ; the other of the Duke of Mantua, with Ifa- 
bella Clara of Auftria. 

Thefe are all bruihing forward in the crowd 
©f the Living ; they are btify in augmenting . 
the Generations of Men j whilft others of as 
high Blood are gone to increafe the Number 
of the Dead ; being enrolled ampng the Ghofts, 
and made Denizens in the Region of Sha- 
dows. 

The Emprefs ot Germany died in the fifth 

Moon ; the Duke of Braganza in the ninth ; 

the Dutchefs of Modena m the eighth 3 and a 

E 3 cer- 
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certain German Prince, whofe name I have for- 
got, died in the Moon of OtSlober. Befides 
thele, death has alfo arretted Ofalmiki,. the great 
Chancellor of Poland ; WrangeL General of the 
Swedifli army; Frederic, the German Ambaf- 
fador at Rome j Ferdinand, ek<ftop of Cologne j 
and the Viceroy of Bohemia, who was by his 
enemies thrown out of a window, and his brains 
dafh'd out. So that tho' Mars may have feem*d 
to lie dormant this year, yet his companion iq 
mifchief, old Saturn, has been very a^^ive, as 
the Aftrologers fay, who attribute all events te 
the Influx of the Stars. Some are alfo of opi- 
nion, that the Eclipfes of the Sun and .Moo», 
this year, were prefages of th« death of theft 
great perfons. They might as well plead. That 
the daily Rifing ana Setting of thofe Luminaries 
portended all the tragical events that happened 
oft earth ; fmce it is not more natural for them 
to continue unalterable moving from Eaft t9 
Weft, than it is for them to be obfcur'd^ at cg^ 
tain determined ftaMons, in t^eir joiHuey, by In- 
tcrpofcrions which happen of courfe. 

We are ftrai^crs t& the ehponologies of tft^ 
Chinefcand Iwdian Gentiles. Neither can aiiy 
good account be now given- of the ancient Egyp- 
tian and'Aflyrian Records •/ T1i«y run many A^» 
hack beyond the commoA^ Epocha of tite Beginy 
iting of th^ Wo¥ld^ 

But the whole Syftem of known Hiftory relates 
but two extraordinary* or preiernatwal changes^ in 
riie courfe of the Sun during thefe fix theufan^ 
•years. 

One, when that Luminary ftood^ftill in the time 
of Jehofbuah^ General- o# the Ifraelites, to ferve 
Ends oi Deftiny^ and prolong the light of the 
day to a double proportion, 'till the oppofite army 
was quite deftroy'd, and not one of the Uncir- 
cumcis'd could efcape the fwords^ of the vi<9:oriou& 
fons of Jacob, 

That 



A SPY AT PARIS. ?^ 

That day prov'd a long flight to their Anti- 
podes : They tdrn'd themfelves m their beds, 
when they had out-flept the ufual houts of night, 
and faid in their hearts, " Surely- the Sun is 
** fallen afleep^ or is banquetting with the Gods 
" of the Sea : Pei^haps Thetis detains him in 
"her embraces, whilft the Tritons fatten his 
" fl umbers with their fofteft mufic ; or Neptune 
" regales in the palaces of the deep." .Thus 
the difconfolate Nations argued in their cham- 
bers : Taey were alarm'd with fears of unknown. 
events. 

Such as dwelt on the borders of the earth, 
and were accuftom'd to mark the coattant Ebbin^^ 
and lowing of the S?a, admired the delay of , 
the ufual tides, and aflc'd, ^' What was become 
"of the Moon?" For that Planet alfo ftood ftill 
with tl^e Sun. 

The light of their fouls was eclipfed, and thcFr 
leafon laboured under a greater darknefs than that 
which troubled their eyes. They were ignorant 
of the Wofks of God ; and knew not that the 
celcftial Orbs ftood ftilJ at the command of h^; 
Spirit which formed them, even at the Word of 
the Prophet infpired from above. 

So in the Days of Hezekiah, King of the Jews, 
the Sun went back in his circuit, and all the 
Frame of Heaven was retrograde to confirm the 
Prophet's good news when he told the fick King, 
" That fate had prolonged his life for fifteen 
** years." This was in the days of Merodack Ba- 
ladan, the King of Babylon, who fent Ambaf* 
iadors to congratulate Hezekiah's miraculous re- 
covery. 

Beiides thefe, nothinehas happened to the Sun, 
or any of the heavenly Bodies, beyond the ordi- 
nary- courfe of Nature. A man may as well 
prognofticate, from cloudy weather, the calami- 
ties of Emperors and meaner men, as from the 
Eclipfes of the Sun and Moon, fince the one, as 
well as tht other, obfcures the light of thofe hea- 
E 4 ven'y 
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venly Bodies : And the former quite hides them 
from us ; which is the greater echpfe of the two. 

Let us pray Heaven to grant us the continual 
ufe of our Senfes, and not eclipfe the Light of oux; 
Reafon, apd we need fear no Difafters froox tho^ 
common Appearances of Nature. 

Paris, 7th of the Moon Cfaaba^n 
of the Year 1649A 



The End of the iFlift Bqok^ 
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JL E T T E R I. 

To Muhammed Eremit, Inhabitant of the 
Prophetic Cave in Arabia the Happy* 

PAR DON. my importunity, if I this once 
trouble thee with an addrefs of fcruples, 
begging thy counfels in the affairs of my Soul* 
I feem to myfelf as a traveller loft in a wilder- 
ncfs of doubts and uncertainties,, without guide 
or conduct. Not that I queftion the truth of 
our Holy 'Religion, pr miftruft the authority of 
the Sent of GOD. Certainly I revere toe 
•Book of Glory, whofe facred Verficles' aie tranf- 
cribed .on my heart. But there is wanting lo 
every roan a particular condudl in the intricacies 
of this life. I have not the-^art of applying^ the 
general precepts of the law to my. .own perCunai 
K 5 occa- 
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occafions and necelfities. Infinite difficulties arFfe 
from my daily affairs. My converfation with In- 
fidels, and the duty I owe my great Mafter,. 
entangle my confcience. I am ernbarrafled on 
all hands : and, whilft I ftudy to conferve purity^ 
I find myfelf ftill defiled. 

I am no tferetic, nor in the number of thofe 
who are predeftinated to be damn'd for die in-^ 
jurious love they bear to Hali : Injurious, I fay^ 
becaufe it derogates from the honour they owe to 
Ofmar, Ofman, and Ebubecher, the true fuccef- 
fors of the Apoftle of God. 

As I firmly believe the Alcoran, fo I give aft 
entire Faith to the Boot of Aflbnak, or the Agree- 
ment of the Wife, with the Writings of the four 
principal Imaums, HaniiF, Schafi, Melechi, and 
Hanibeli. And I am refigned to the Sentence of 
the Mufti, as our Fathers were of Old to the 
oraculous determinations of the Babylonian Ca- 
lifFs. I curfe the Kyzilbafchi with as much de- 
votion, as I pray for the health and felicity of 
true Believers. I fpit at the naming of them,, 
who deny the Chapter of the Covering, and the 
Verficles brought down bv *the Squire of Ga- 
briel, in honour of the Prophet's wife. I ne- 
ver lifted up my hand againljt any, who deicenderf 
from the Divine Meffenger : Arid if, in my paf- 
fion, I have ever curs'd a Muflfulman, I took of the 
duft under his feet, and laid it on my lips> be- 
fore the fhadow of the fun had advanced at 
hair's breadth | and fo I hinder'd the fwift Re- 
corder, of our Words from regiftring the im- 
precation : For that duft, I beneve, has power 
to blot out the memorials of our evil words and 
works. 

When I meet a Santone, or one of thofe di- 
vinely mad, I put in pradice the leflbn of Or* 
chanes j and honouring the holy Frantic^ I faH 
down and adore' Virtue in that contemptible dif- 

I negleft 
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I negled none of the Purifications commanded ; 
by our holy Law-giver ; but rather add thofe 
that we Arabians have received By tradition from * 
our Fathers, the fons of Ifirtael : yet, I hope, 
in cafe of negle6^, fome indulgence is allowable ^ 
to a MuiTulman in a country of Infidels, I ufe 
the Wafhing of Abdeft at all times in my cham- • 
ber, where no curious Eye can obferve my clean- 
linefs, or fufpicious apprehehfion draw conclu- 
ftons of my being a Mahometan. But I cannot 
thus pra£l:ife the Wafhing of Taharet ; there ^ 
lleing not fuch conveniences for that purpofe in . 
Paris, as in Conflantinople : Yet I am .careful 
to fupply this want by other methods of purity ; 
otherwiie I fhould be an abomination to my- • 
felf. There is no neceffity that I fliould fre- 
quent the Bath, who never touch'd a woman ; 
yet I often go into the river, taking a boat with . 
me for that end, and cauilng myfelf to be row- 
ed half a league from the city, where, in a little 
bay or creek, I wafh my whole body, that I 
may do fomething beyond the obligation of the 
Xaw, to expiate the involuntary breaches of 
my duty. Yet, after all this, I cannot call my- 
felf clean. 

I pray, at the appointed Houj;s ; 6r, at lead, if 
die affairs of my Commii]^on hinder me from com- 
plying, with, the Law, as to the exaft time of the 
day^ I atone for that negleft, by watching the 
greateft part of the night: And, to the Orai fons 

P>pointed by Authority, I add fupernumerary. 
rayers of my own, to evidence the Sincerity of 
my Devotion. 

I fail and* give Alms, according to my Aoility. . 
r befbow muoi time in readinoj and meditating 
on the Alcoran. In a word, 1 do all that my. 
reafoii tells me is neceflary to render me a good 
MuiTulman ; and yet I have no peace in niy piind, . 
Methinks,.! fee our holy Prophet furrowing his 
browb at me, and darting angry looks from his 

rara- 
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Paradife : He feems to reproach me with unclean- 
ncfs and infidelity. By day, my imagination trou- 
bfes me ; and, at night, I am terrified with fear- 
ful dreams : Which makes me conclude, that, 
notwithftanding all my obedience to the Law, and 
the ftriaeft care I take to acquit myfelf a true 
Believer, yet I am far ftiort of my aim ; and 
therefore, I number myfelf with thofe with whom 
God is difpleafed. 

It is impoffible to exprels the horror which this 
thought creates in me. I am overwhelmed fome- 
times with melancholy and defpair. And, be- 
caufe I am forced to Keep my grief to myfelf, 
without having the privilege of venturing it to a 
bofom friend, it is ready to burft my heart. 

This i^ my condition at certain feafons, which 
I efteem as bad, or worfe than thofe who are 
doom'd to Aaraf : Fbr, as they cannot enjoy 
the felicities of Paradife, fo they are fecured from 
the torments of the damned ; whereas-, for aught 
I know, my portion maybe in Hell. Wjlt thou 
know how I redrefs this evil temper of mind, 
and what method I take to cure my melancholy? 
Receive it not as a flattery, when I tell thee, 
thou art my phyfician, and the Idea of thy in- 
nocent life, my medicine. When I have roH'd 
dver ten thoufand thoughts, which afford me 
no eafe or relief, no fooner do I fix my contempla- 
tion on the Solitary of mount Uriel, but a fudden 
beam of light and comfort glances through my 
foul. I promife myfelf greater fatisfaftion from 
thy advice, than from all the Imaums and Mol- 
lahs of the Empire. 

Tell me therefore, O holy and pious Eremit, 
how fhall I diflipate thefe mifts of grief and fad- 
nefs, which envelop my mind, and threaten tb fuf- 
focate my intelled. 

If, in this darknefs and confufion, I IhouM 
apply myfelf to the Difciples of Alhazon for in- 
ftruction, they v/ill puzzle me with intricate nice- 
ties 



^ A SPY AT PARIS; 8^ 

tits about the Eflenceand Unity af G6d'; where- 
as I am too much troubled alres^dy with diftradling 
fpecttlations-; I feek-not to dive into that which 
is- iwcomprehenfible, but to be inftrufted in the 
;^in and intelligible way to happinefs. What 
imports it, whether God be good by his Good- 
iiefs, or by His Effence ? This is to throw me- 
taphydcal duft in my eyes, and fo leave me in a 
worie condition than they round me. 

No better light muft I exped from the Mom- 
feonderan : For, if they are ftrift obfervers of the, 
law, fo am I, where the Precepts arc applicable to. 
my condition and circumfl^nces. But I want a 
dn:e£lion to many emergencies, for which the Al- 
coran feems to have made no provifion, but leaves- 
a man to the conduft of his own prudence ; and I 
muft confefs, I dare not truft mine in all cafes^ 
of this nature. Befides, inftead of interpreting to 
me, in plain ftyle, the Statutes of the Law, tney 
will confound me with high and unintelligble 
notions of the Divine Attributes, which are fuf- 
ficient to dazzle the intelled of the brighteft Se- 
raphims : And, if they could once periuade me 
to be zealous for their fpeculations, I might, in 
time, turn^ fuch another religious fool, as was 
one of their Followers, the Poet Namifi, who be- 
ing wrapp'd in his profound fbeculation of the 
Divine Unity, and hearing an Imaum pronounce 
the facred Sentence, G O fi is One, gave him the 
lye, and told him. That he multiply'd the Di- 
vinity in affigning it any Attribute, tho' it were 
only that which exprefled his Unity. For which 
impudent afiertion he was flay'd alive. 

In as bad condition fhould I be if I afk'd the 
advice of the Muferin, thofe Infidels in Mafquc- 
radc, who,*under the difcuife of Muflulmans, deny 
the Being of a God, affert all things to come by 
chance, and live without hope or faith of another 
life. For if this were true, that there were no re- 
ward or puniihment of good or bad works, I would 

cither 
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either foon make my way to earthly happifteii^ 
by not boggling at auv vice that would conduce 
to that end : or, if 1 fail'd in that attempt, I 
woold not tamely wait for a Martyrdom from 
men, but bravelv ridmyfelf of a life which- w^as atr«*' 
tended with nothing but mifcry. 

Ahnoft as bad as thefe are the Bairet, thofe 
Mahometan Sceptics^ who dare not trult their" 
own reafon, but are ever waverijig iand irrefo-.- 
lute. If I mould feek for inftruiStion at thei r hand, . 
t^ey would anfwer me, ^* God knows bell: what I> i 
^* ought to cU>>" and fo leave me in- the iame fufr 
pence as I was before. < 

Much, worfe are the Guaid, thofe morofe inter- : 
prefers of the Law of Merav, who damn a man ir- 
recoverably to Hell for committinjj one mortal Sin». 
This is enough to drive all mankind to defpa^'r. 

Indeed the Morals of the Saben pleafeme, who 
fecm to be perfeft Mahometan Stoics, afcribi ng 
all events to Deftiny, and the Influence of the 
Stars. I could^ willingly embrace the advice of 
Philofophers, who, appear fo void of pafiioii; but 
I could never join with them in adoring the fun,.. 
moon, and cbnftellations of Heaven, l^caufe the 
Alcoran has exprefly forbidden it. And were 
there no fuch prohibition) my own reafon would 
convince me, tnat I ought as wtll to adore the 
fire for warming me, and ferving my other ne- 
ceifities, or the water for quenching my thirft, and 
purifying me, or my hands for feediiifij me, as to 
pay the^ divine honours to the cselenial bodies y 
fince the one,' as well as the other, ad: according. 
to their nature. 

In a word, of all the innumerable Se<^5 into which 
the Muffulman Empire is divided, I cannot expe<9:^ 
entire fatisfa^Hon from any; for, if thfey appear 
orthodox in fome Tenets, in others they are mani- 
feftly heretical. Yet I cannot but fet a higher 
value on fome than others, as their doctrines and 
Bra<ftices approach nearer to reafon and truth. For 

lam 
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f m^ not yet &teh^ soi Academic as to aik that 
flwrk^ueftion, *^ What is Truish ?'* 

Doubtlefs our Fathers knew ity and the Mef-^ 
fmger of God was fent to divulge it on earths 
But if ignorance, fiiperftition, and error have ba^ 
ttfli'd it fcom Courts and Cities^ let us feek it im 
iAe Defart. Perhaps we may find this wanderer 
among the rocks or woods ; or, 'tis pofHble, j[he^ 
has fhdter'd herfelf in fome den or cave ; as hop- 
ing ^or greater favour from the wildbeafts, tham 
iirom the fociety of mem 

If Truth be no where to be found entire^ but 
has divided herfelf among the different Religions 
and Se<9bs in the world, then, rather than mils of 
this divine Jewel,, I will fearch for it in frag- 
ments, and whatfoevcr is rational and pious in any 
Se<a I will, embrace, without concerning, myfelf in. 
their follies and vices. 

After all, the Munafihi kem to be the only. 
orthodox and illuminated of G O D ; who, decli-/ 
ning the private by-ways of Scbifmatics, walk^ in. 
the highroad of priftinejuftice and piety, follow- 
ing the fteps of the Ancients, and ooeying the 
traditions wnich know no origin. Among thefe 
riiou appeareft as another Pythagoras, confirming 
them by thy example in an innoeent life; en- 
during the utmoft- feverities and abftinence,. rather- 
dian be guilty of fhedding the blood of thofe crea- 
tures, whieh the great Lord of all things created 
to enjoy the herbage of the field, and to par- 
take of the common bleifings of Nature as well. 
as we. 

To thee therefore I have recourfe, as to an 
Oracle : tell me, O facred Sylvanian, am I not- 
obliged to obey the Infpirations of my Nature, 
or better Genius, which tells me, 'tis a butcherly 
and inhuman life to feed on flaughtered animals ? 
Did not all thofe who aim'd at rerfeilion among 
the primitive Difciples of the Prophet, abftain 
from murthering the brutes ? Tis true, the Mef- 
fcnger of QO u did not pofitively enjoin Ab- 
ftinence 
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ftinence from* FIcfli; yet he-jrecommended it as w 
divine Counfel; and tnofe, whonrr he indulg!d thd 
liberty of eating it, . he ty'd up to certain condi' 
tions. Do not all the religious Orders preach uii 
Abftinencc, borii in their Sermons and Lives ? 1 
make no longer doubt, but the. corruption of man- 
ners, and voluptuoufnefs of men, are the caufa 
that this ancient fobriety is now difufed and flight- 
edi My own experience confirms me in this odi- 
nion, who have often attempted to live in Abfti^ 
nence ; but, by the force of a voracious appetitji 
fuffer'd myfelf to be cacried back to my , old I^ 
temperance^' i 

Yet, in eating flefh, I have been precifelycaiv* 
fill to obfervethe prohibition of our holy -Propheti 
fo long as it was in my power ; I never knoW"* 
ingly tailed of Blood, nor of any thing ilrangled op 
knocked down. But it is impoffible for ine to. 
affure myfelf of this, or that .all the flefh I eat 
was killed in pronouncing that tremendous Name. 

which gave it Life, Neinjer could^I once efcape- 

a neceffity of eating Swine's Flelh. 
But I abominate. myCelf for this involuntary' 

O'ime ; and to obviate the like temptation for the. 

future, I will, taijte of nothing that has breathed. 

the common air; being inclined . to believe the 

Metempfychofis ; which, if it be true» I vnAi for no. 

greater happinefs, than that, in my next change,.. 

my Soul. may pafs into the body #f the. C^mfiV 

whichihalUcarry thee to Mecca. 

Pans, i4t1i of the ift Moon^ 
6f the Year 1^6 50.-. 
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LETTER th 

To Minezem Aluph, Baffa^ 



MY inlelligeixce from the Imperial Porte 
fometimes arrives too late ; either thro*" 
^e negleft of Kifus Darmolec, to whom that 
care is committed, or through the badnefs of 
the roads^ which many times are impaffable ;, 
beHdes the frequent ftops and interceptions of 
the Pofts in this time of War ^ which is the rea- 
fon I do not always hear of the Alterations at 
the Seraglio, and the Changes that are made in the 
Governments of the fliining Empire, 'till many 
Moons arepafs'd ; Who is exalted, or who. made. 
Manfoul, are things to which Mahmut is for a » 
time a great ftranger^ 

Therefore thou, haft no reafon to be offend^d;^ 
that I am thus late in fending to thee my congra-- 
tulatory addrefsj but reft confident, that I wifli., 
thee increafe of happinefs, like the fprouting of. 
the Palm. 

As a mark of my duty and affe<9:ion, I (hall 
bow' acquaint thee with, news, which, though it 
may feem of fmall import to the Divan, yet has 
ftartled all Europe. 

It is the imprifonment of three of the French 
Princes ; not thofe of the ordinary Rank, but 
Branches of the royal Stem, whofe names are 
not unknown in the Seraglio, the Refidence o£ 
Fame. They are the Princes ofConde and Conti^ 
lirothers,- and the Duke of Longueville,^ huf-- 
kand to their fitter. They are the principal, fub- 
Jefts of this Nation; all three having the ma^- 
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jeftic Blood of the Kings -of France running in 
their veins. 

They owe their confinements to Cardinal 
Mazarini, or rather to their own inartificial 
cxjnduft. The Prince of Conde is a paflionat& 
man, and has never learned how to conceal his 
refentments. When he firft return'd • from the 
battle of Lens in Flanders, whereof I formerly 
~ gave an accouht, the Infurredlion of Paris be- 
gan. The Prince block'd up the city, a^d 
promis'd rhe Cardinal (.igainit whom alone aB 
this ftorm was rais'd) That he would either 
t)ring him back in triumph to Paris, or dr€ 
in the attempt. He performed his word ; ancf 
the Cardinal rode through the ftreets of Paria 
m the fame coach with the King, Qiieen, and 
all the Royal Blood, after the fiege was rais'd, 
and a Peace concluded. And the Prince, whea 
he aKghted out of the coach,, addrefs'd him- 
fdf thus to the Cardinal, " Now, fir, I cfteeas 
. " myftlf the happieft man in the world, in 
**^that I have been able to perform my En- 
**gagements, in bringing yonr Eminence back 
•* to Paris f and that by my prcfcnce the ha^ 
^* trcd, which the nmltrtiide have for your per- 
** fon, was repre^s'd whilft we pafs'd through the 
^\fh4ts." 

'I'his too nearly touch'd the Cardinal- And 
iodeed the Queen, with all the reft, were fen-' 
fible, that the Prince had far over-fhot him- 
felf in this laft exprefBon. However, ,the Car- 
flinal ^reply'd in a kind of modeffy, not wholly 
void of cluiler and difdain : " Sir, yon have 
'^not only obliged me to that height,, but have 
^^ done the Kingdom fa confiderable a fervice 
*' in this aftion, that I fear neither their Ma- 
**jefties nor myfelf fhall be ever in a ftate to 
*' make you anfwerable compenfation." 

Thofe, who ftood by and heard thefe inter- 
changeable difcourfes, were apt to interpret the 

fij:(V 
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firft fora reproach, and the fecond as a menace. 
Since it is not ufual for great men to over- value 
the fervices they do their King and Country ^ and 
for Princes, when _ they cannot duly reward an 
eminent performance, to turn their gratitude in- 
to hatred. 

This is certain. That the Prince of Conde 
has prefum'd much on the merits of his late fer- 
vices: and it was not eafy for the Queen or^ 
the Cardinal to invent fuch acknowledgments as 
be cxpe£ted. For he imagined they ought to deny 
him nothing, who had fo often hazarded his life 
for their intereft. 

It was on this ground he thought he had a right 
to intcrpofein a marriage which Mazarini lef-; n'd 
to make between one of his Nieces and the Duke 
ofMercoeur. 

The^ Duke is of a family which has been a 
long time at variance with that of the Prince of 
Conde: And therefore the Prince was jealous. 
left the Cardinal, by the intended Match, fhould 
fbitiiy his intereft among ^ the Prince's ene- 
mies, smd fo be in a concStion not to want his 
prote^ott ; the only thing he was ambitious ~ 
of. For, could he have once reducM the Car-^ 
&isi to this ncceflfty, he himfcif had been abfo- 
lute Maft^ at Court. Therefore he oppos'd the 
Match with ill vigour and induftry. This net- 
tied the Cardinal. He complains to the Queen 
of the Prince's unkindnefs. She intercedes, and 
nfes her u.tmoft endeavours to reconcile the 
Prince to this marriage* But his brother, the: 
Duke of Lpnguevilie,. has fo pbfleflcd the Prince 
with jealoufy of the Cardinal's proceedings, that; 
no arguments could prevail on him, or overcome 
his fix'd averfipn for IV^zarini's defign'd Alliance 
with the houfe of Vendofme, ( fo they call the 
Family from whence? the Duke of Mercoeur is; 
■ fprung.)^ He rails at the Cardinal, and lampoons. 
hin> in all ccwnpanies^ This begets ill blood in 

*th^ 
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the fupreme Minifter of State, who fecretly refoivcsi 
the Prince's ruin. 

In this, his poh'cy and malice exceeded the pettyi- 
revenges of the Prince ; who being of a. franlu 
open heart, contented himfejf with railleries anJF 
fatyrical cxpreflions, whilft the Cardinal concealed 
his anger under the mafk of extraordinary civi-; 
lities i returning alithe contempts of the Prince^ 
with a refpecl which feemed to fpeak much.alFecr 
tion and devoir. 

He has been a long time tampering with zi 
FaAion which, goes by the name of the r rondeurs*! 
Thefe were his enemies, pot fo much in hatred o?! 
his perfon, as out of a zeal to ferve their countryji 
"which they imagined was oppreffed under the con-^l 
(ducft of this Minifter. '^ 

Thefe he has lately gained over to his Parfyj 
by. reprefenting to them the Prince of Conde, : 
as the author of all thofe evils which thef 
afcribed to himfelf : Whilft at the fame timC|;i 
he perfuaded the Prince, that they had fomej 
defign againft his perfon- Thus he artificially 
blinded both Parties, and. engaged them in mu- 
tual revenges, privately animating the Frondeurs 
againft the Prince, and provoking the Prince to 
feek the ruin of the Frondeurs. ^y this trap the 
Prince was inveigled to confent, and give orders.' 
for his own I mprifonment, whilft he was made 
to believe the Arreft was dcfigned againft his Ene- 
mies ; and the people were fatisfied, . fihce they, 
were perfuaded the FaSion of the Frondeurs had 
a hand in the Plot. ^ 

The i8th of the laft Moon th6 three Princes 
were taken into Cuftody, and fent to a- place 
they call the Caftle of the Wood of Vincien- 
nes, fome leagues from Paris. The fame day- 
the Queen fent for the Dutchcfs of Longueville 
to come to her ; but the wary Dutchefs would 
not put herfelf into a Cage. She immediately fled 
i'p Difguife to a Seartown belonging to her huC^ 

'Tis^ 
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''Vis faid, the Prince of Conde had Notice 
dven him of his defign^d imprifonment ; but 
3iat he would not efcape^ proje<StHig to him^ 
Hf fome greater advantages ^ from the difcon- 
tmts ef the People (who now behold him as 
I Patriot) than from a clandeftine or fugitive 
liberty. This is certain, his coach broke on 
the road between Paris and Vinciennes ; and 
'tis thought his friends might eafily have r^fcu^d 
!iiin : For this accident occailon d a ftop of 
be hours in his journey, time enough to have 
nufed a thoufahd men to his relief^ being only 
iuarded by iixteen Cavaliers. But it feems he 
Eourts the Cardinal's perfecution, that he may 
hoLve deeper grounds for revenge. I know not 
whether nis policy is juftifiable or no; but, if 
I wese in his circumftances, I fhould hardly 
lake this method to gratify my refentments, 
which in all probability ilhouid not be in a con- 
yStion to accomplifh 'till the Greek Calends^ 
Ithat is, never. 

^aris, 4tli of the 2d Mooni 
*<tfllieYear i^so,. 
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m the year of Jubilee, there is a vaft confitHtj 
of people from all parts of Europe j who brin| 
a far greater treafure into the Roman coffers^ 
than they carry away from that city. Thougk; 
the Pope, *tis laid, is very liberal of that whi<l| 
they can the Treafure of the Churchy Which S 
a certain Fund of Merits and fuperabundaalj 
Graces, left by the Meffiah and his Saints it 
the cuftody of this Prelate, to fupply the defeftii 
and infirmities of finful men : And they hti^ 
lieve 'tis only in his power to difpolfe ot tiM 
heavenly Wealth to whom he pleafes. They taj» 
alfo of Indulgence and Pardons, whereby the hoM 
Father can redeem men from all fin, and tl*^ 
plmifliment^ that are due to it : And this won-*^ 
derful prerogative, they. fay, does not only b©^ 
nefit the Living, but extends even to the Soub 
departed ; whom the Pope, according to fh^ 
perfuafton, cin free from me Torments of Purg» 
tory, and at his pleafure admit into the Gates €{ 
Paradifc. • 

We that are MuiTulmans cannot declaim againf 
the Do^ine of praying for the Dead, fincc ki 
is praftifed b^ all the Faithful : Neither have wii 
reafon to inveigh againft Indulgencies, or Releafe^j 
from Penance : But that the power of granting; 
and difjjenfing thefe favours fliould be only r©*! 
pofited in the Chriftian Mufti, will not accord; 
with the Faith of a true Believer. We know 
who fwore by the Hooves of his fwift and faith- 
ful Elborach. which in one night carry'd him a 
journey of nx Moons, that from thenceforth 
the Key of Aaraf, or the Place of Prifons, was- 
committed, to him. Doubtlefs the Omhipotent 
can transfer his Commiifions when^ and to whom 
he pleafes. If he once gave his authority of re* 
mitting Sins to the Meffiah, and Peter his Lieu- 
tenant, does it follow that all. Peter's fucceflbrs^ 
the CaHphs of Rome, have retained this Privilege ? 
There have been many good men in that feat, and 

not 
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Ma finrwidked : fome Piophets, and fome Ma* 
^ a. Catalogue iiit«r^3er8'cl with Sainc^ 
lanyi-s. Butchers, and Devils. 
But 'tis evident t^ey hi^^a^i their authority^ 
1 they declinM from the truth, from the un- 
leable profefliori of the Divine Unity, and re- 
1 the Meffenger of ^Heaven, fcnt to corred 
r errors, reform their vices, and reduce man- 

. i to one Law of Purity and Li^^ht. 

-f write norpartiairy ; nor am I linbitter'd agalnft 
' t Patriarch of the Romans : He is a man, 
:c others, fubjeato the Will of Deftiny. The 
jylonian Caitiffs, and thofe of E^jypt, fuccef- 
\y enjoy'd the fame power, tranfmittpd to them 
die Prophet, who feal'd up all the for- 
Difpenfations : Yet in time, through their 
,, they forfeited their authority, together with • 
ir Empire, when the brirfrt Ofmans conquered 
Things. Then was the Prophetic Office tran-* 
d to our Mufti, the Guide of thofe who pof- 
the Sepulchre of Mahomet : To him ajl the 
arid oug[ht to have recourfe for Solution of thch: 
ibts. Direction in their Lives, Abfolution from 
r Sins, and for the Paflport of Immortality, 
Fefta required of all that enter the Gates of 
difc. 
But all mortals are naturally tenacious of what^ 
:yer advances their honour and intereft. Kings 
^ empty titles that yield them no profit. And 
if8 Roman Biihops zre unwilling to* acknow- 
ige themfelves divefted of the privileges which 
once annex'd to that Chair of Peter : Thejr 
the Keys^ the Symbol of a power which 
have loft. And the credulous Nazarenes 
_ c that Heaven and Hell are open'd and 
lUt Sit their pleafure. On the Eve of the Mef- 
^'s Nativity, the prefent Pope knock'd three 
times with a golden Hammer at the Gates- 

tthe princtjiairMoique in Rome; which were 
a open'd, td tigfiify thfe oiAtine Year of 
y<MuIV. F Jubilee; 
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Jubilee} when the Chriflians are perfuaded^ tfaa I 
Tieaven is open to all that viiit Rome in this boll 

Time. I 

I wiih thee a life of many Jubilees. 

' . •< 

Paris, 9th of the 3d MooOf 1 

of the Year 1650. 
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J 
To the Flower of High Dignity, the mo^ 
Magnificent Vizir Azem. 

WHEN I firft heard the news of the Troii^ 
bles that have been at Conftantinople, thi 
Depofition of Mahomet, the late Vizir AzemJ 
and the Advancement of the Janizar-Aga to tha§ 
Dignity, I imagin'd it had been Caifim Hali. 
But it feems that brave old foldier is elevated ^ 
« more lofty Station : He has cnter'd the immor-i 
tal Pofleflions, being tranflated to an hieh Seat u 
For I underftand he has his reft in Paradife. Otki 
that Hero be the Mercies of the fupiemely In- 
dulgent ; whilft I turn myfelf to thee, his late 
Succeflbr in that military Honour, but now the 
Lieutenant of the Shadow of God, I touch the 
earth thrice with my Forehead, when I falute thce,'l 
Great Prince of the Vizirs, in token of my humilitfi 
and reverence j and in remembrance of my origi4 
nal : That I, who am but the produd of duft, A 
mere worm, may not commit an indecency, wherij 
I addrefs to the bright Image of our auguft Etn-*i 
peror, who is the Type of the Sun. 7, 

In (peaking of Perfons of thy immenfe Power, Pi 
fl;rive equally to ihun flattery and difrefpeft: en- ] 

deavottTiflg' 
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pouring to deport myfelf with an even courfe 
pfeween thofe two extremes, as Mariners fteer be- 
itween Sylla and Carvbdis. Thefe are dangerous 
places in the Sicilian Seas. 

[All Europe celebrates thy praife, and extols thy 
Wfice for releafmg the Amoaffador of Venice, 
inprifon'd in the 4th Moon of this year. They 
|y, fince thy affumption to this important Truft, 
fte Ottoman Porte is reformed, and grown more 
[fiviliz'd J (for the Franks efteem all the Followers 
tf the Prophet, who could neither write nor read, 
p.Barbarians.) 

r.Here . is much talk about the defeat given tm 
W forces in IJungary: The French fpare for no 
Bfcomiums on the .feafla of Buda, who fought 
Mantly till his* legs were fhot off; and then 
gusM himfelf to be carried up and down through 
^e army to encourage his foldicrs. Neither do 
gjfcy diminifh the glory that is due to his Son, 
Itto received his death in defending his Father, 
j^ the time that old Captain was taken pri- 

I 3ut they blame the condufl: of him who be- 
?^*4The Fort of Clifla, in regard he undertook 
It in the wrong Seafon of the year : The defcft 
jjf a General's judgment, in fucn cafes, is many 
«toes fatal to an army. The French are the beft 
y the World at fpying ad^^antages, and themoft' 
jextrous in making ule of them. Moft of their - 
Campaigns are fpent in their trenches, or in light 
tomiflies ; feldom hazarding a battle, unlefs on 
feme unequal terms, to their own. intercft j and 
4en they never let flip the opportunity. This 
ct>mmends thejr Policy, but is no great argument 
of their Courage: For true valour never regards 



i . Adonai the Jew fends me word, that the Vene- 

^ajjs are. put in great hopes of accommodating 

I *^r affairs with the myfterious Divan, fince £he 

' «kafe of their Baillp : Yet both they ai»d all 

JF t the 
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the Nazarenes rcfent highly the ftrangling of hl^ 
Interpreter. 

They underftanJ not the meafures of the fub- 
lime Porte, full of wifdom andjuftice; and that 
by the terror of fuch Examples, Ae Mlnifl^n 
6i the righteous Throne fcek to prevent jfutuijl 
wickiednefs. 

In thefe Weftcrn Courts, a Kttk gpld, or a 

freat ifriend, fhzll cafily palliate and procure ji 
ardon for the greateft primes. Their Procefli^ 
•ftere are flow in the execution of Juftice ; bein| 
firangers to the impetuous orders and Iwift >p 
jformancenradis'd m the Eaft. Befides, 'this^ 
.terpreter (Wted himfelf to death by the licenw 
^outhefs of his tongue. He delighted to play upm 
Majefty^ and with an infolent lafcivioufneTs <A 
^eech, to deceive him whofe high, fulrlime, ani 
jremote intelledt^ ufes jio other expreffions of hil 
i^ath^ but the hands of his Mutes* It does no^ 
become the En^eror .of the World tobe profufeii^ 
words, as the Chriftian Princes are^ who taki 
^eat ^ains to fatisfy their VaiTals of the Juftkd 
Sf their proceedii^s. They cannot conde^ thf 
wicked without a .for m^ procefs, wherein v*- 
4'ious wits ihew their (kill ia canvafljng the caufe» 
whxh, upon fmcere evidence, may be decided m 
.two words. This is the Mitquerade of-Chriftiat 
Juftice, a mere trap for gold, the fecrct of the 
w cffern Lawyers, who enrich thenifelves at the 
price of other mens folly, and to the difgrace 
of the Monarch who there pretends to com- 
mand. 

Should thofe Mpn of J-^aw fee this letter, and 
Jcnow" who wrote it, how would they aot cir»- 
cumcife and flay the minuteft dafh of mv pei 
to find argument of. reyexige a^ainft a Muliul- 
man? 

All men are full of themfelresj^ and their owo 
princfples: And tl^e Nazarenes of the Weft are 
fo brimminjg with theiz^ ijiat there is ao rootn 

left 
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left for inftrudicMi or amendmeiit. Like the Chi* 
Befe they boaft of thdr own icieiice and wiidom, 
n>utnie all the reft of the world knorant and 
Mnd. 

^ Tl^ are £o narrow in their Tenets, (o dogina«> 
Ccal in their Deciiions, and fo conceital of alf, 
diat it is difficult for a man, who has convers'd 
in a free air, to frame himfelf to their rules. 
f]^ what I have iaid, thou may'ft determine, 
mat it is no eafy tafk for an Arabian native, 
wed : in the Seraglio, to ^ conform himfelf adroit 
m the humours and iaihions of France. Yet I 
garb all the natural propeniions of my Birth, 
B^i^od, .and Education, as much as in me Ues, that 
I ii»jr j(enre.the Grand Signior. I am incognito 
i^^aUreipQ^, iave thoie wnerein I cannot be hid. 
^bid I would change my Mafque a hundred times 
$fferj rather than fan of my ends. 
. What-can I iay more to him who only values 
i^Slaye for his deeds i 

> .1 turn not my back on thee, fublime Idea of 
al£3ui« J^<^er^ W retiring after the refbedfUl 
Mi^ of the ^^aft, X >nake a thoufand obeifahces. 



•the Antqp^rtlxsa cpver'dme £rom thy muftrious 
prefehce. 

JtmH, c7thiitf^4ihMp«0^ 
I «l 4ht Yctr 1650, . 



Fj J.ET- 
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L E T T E R V. 

To Sedree Al' Girawn, Chief Page of tfu; 
Treafury, 

THOtJ wilt have rcafon to wonder at a man 
pretending acquaintance with thee, whoffl 
thou canft not remember to have feen. 'Tm 
from my brother Peftdi Hali, thy former Maftci^ 
I received the news of thy late Preferment, wh* 
art thyfelfbut early inyfearsj yet no time is tin;| 
feafonable to a man mature in virtacand wif4bnfi.* 

I knew thee an infant in the arms of th^ ^o*' 
ther, the widow of an Arabian fd^r, who fcfv^t 
my brother in Wars of Perfi^. -There app^ar'^ 
then fuch evident fymptoms of thy future witanJ 
dejoterity, as promoted thy father's' Captain to taW 
thee into his protection and tare ;' and thy mother 
by her charms fobn found a way to his .bofoite* 

I write not thefe things to^ reproach: tHec* W0 
the Meannefs of thy Birth : Thy ^ Merits ^qiirf 
thee with thofe who are born of Nobles, * 1^ W 
not the cuftom of the Eaft to prefer men for their 
Parentage, or becaufe they can'&ew the- dufly Sta- 
tues of their anceftors. ITiis is the peculiar over- 
fight of the Infidels, to give that honour to Names, 
and men of a noify Defcent, which is only due to 
Virtue. There are Families in Rome in this day 
who boaft of their Pedigrees, and that they fpring 
from the renowned Heroes, that are recorded in 
the Hiftories of that Empire : but they glory in 
their fhame, fince they are quite degenerated from 
the brave Qualities which ennohled their progeni- 
tors ; and by their fordid aftions are become a 
daily fubjeft for the defcants of Pafquil. There is 
an image in a certain public place in Rome to 
which ift the night-time they affix the Libels which 

tbey 
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they dare not own : A kind of dumb Satire on thi: 
Vices of the Grandees, not fparing even the chief 
Mufti of the Chrifiians^ if he is guilty of any fol- 
lies which merit to come within the verge of a 
Lampoon. 

It is nocontemptiblejeft which was in thi« man- 
ner put upon the prefent Pope, and one of his 
Nepbews, at ^he latter end of the laft year. It 
feems the good old Father has advanced this Spark 
fifom a poor ignorant Taylor to the Dignity of a 
Roman fearon j beftowing on him Offices which 
b^XHight him a Revenue fufficient to maintain his 
Title and Port, All. the ancient .Nobility were dif- 
gufted at this; and fome arch Wag was fet at 
work^to ridicule the Pope's condtift, and die .new 
Baron's honour. Wherefore, on the day which 
the Nazarenes celebrate with great foJ^nnify, for 
.tjie Birth-day of Jefus the fan of Mary, f^^lyjirx th& 
Morning the 'fore-mentioned image,. Pafcmil^ was . 
obfcrv'd to be apparell'd all in rags, and a very 
nafty habit, with a Schedule of paper in his hand> 
'wherein was writ, " How no\V, rafquil ; what ! all . 
'*inrags on aChriftmas-Day ?" (for fo they call 
the Nativity of their Meifias.) And underneath was{ . 
infcribed this anfwer : " Alas, I cannot help it j for 
•* my TAYLOR is become a LORD." 

Yet notwithftanding the Obfcurity of this man's , 
Birth, and the Meannefs of his former T/'ade, he 
became an eminent Statefman after the Pope had ■ 
exalted him to that Dignity j and lived with an 
unblemifh'd reoutation, whilft he faw all, or moft 
of the ancient Nobility p^fquiFd every day for their 
effeminate vices. 

By what I have faid, thou may'ft be affured, that 
I have not the lefs efteern for thee-, becaufe thott 
waft not the fon of a BafTa ; fmce, had thy. father 
Uv'd, his fortune and courage might have promoted 
him to- that Honour, or a Command equal to it ; 
and thou thyfelf art in a fair way to fupply fome fu- 
ture vacancy in thofe great Charges of the Empire. 

I have no news at prefent to fend thee, fave that ' 
F4 the 
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Ae three French Princes, of whofe imprifonfrtent: 
I gave an account to Minesim Alonfrfi, are r«nove J' 
by C^inal M^zarini's <H'<ier from the Caftk of 
Vindenncs, to a fea-ttftwivcaird Ifavrc de<5ra(»,. 
for fear they (hould be refcued by Marfhal Tureiiiilv,* 
who rstnuoh devoted to their intereft. ThePrlftGefe 
of Conde is retired to Bourdealix, a city at thi$ time 
in arms againft the King, having alfo with h«r thfc 
young DukeofEnguien her fon. 

The Marihal de la Meilleray is g^one witfc hfe. 
army to beficge this place j and *tis faid, the King 
will foon follow with the whole Colirt. All diiflfgs 
feem to porte»d another j^dapfe of this fla^ into. 
the old Difor^ers. 

But this is not of fo ffear concern to ws thai 
are Muffiilmans, as the quarrels that I hear arc 
biroachM between the Janizaries aiid the S^iV 
They fay, the whole Ottoman Empire is wasp g 
this way and that way into oontr^ fz&iohpi ^nd 
th^t the Se!%glioitfetf is full of different cabws* oii 
the account of thefe Military Orders. It affi^ 
tit with extreme grief, to receive nothing but fad 
news from the Porte, whicfh is, or at leaft ought 
to be, a Fountain of Joy to the whole Earth. I 
ptay Heaven avert the Omen ! for it looks v^rith an 
ill prefage, when the Champions of the divine 
Unity Ure thus divided againft themfelves. 

If thdii wilt take my advice, enter not thyfclf 
iiito the fecrets of either party 5 but, poifing thy 
affeftions with prudence, ftaiid neuter to all things . 
but the Grand Signior's intereft. In that be as 
zealous as thou canft. As for the reft, wait the 
Decrees of Deftiny. 

Paris ) 10th of the 5th Moon, 
.«f the Year 1650. 



LET. 
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L E T T E R VI. 
To the Kaimacham. 



/^ Raphul Eben Shahenifaah the Arahiin Phi- 
VT lofoplier j^as iaid it, and every man's expe- 
rience confirms it. That no human care caa 
prevent the acoompliihment of what Heaven has 
decreed. There are certain moments of our lives 
wherein Fate delights to mock our wit and pru- 
dence^ to baffle our ftridldl caution, and to ridi- 
cule ij ourcondud, that we may learn the leilbn 
of Reiignation, and not truft too much to our- 
fclvcs. 

When I firft faluted the light of this morn- 
ing fun, my fpirits were ferene and joyful : No 
melancholy dreams had left their blacK imprejf^ 
fion on my mind, no faddenin^ thoughts poflef- 
' ' ; I awak'd chcarfui and fprightly as 



ied my foul j 

the lark. After I had ador'd the Omnipotent,'and 

performed my accuflom'd holy thmgs, 1 be* 

fan to reflea on my own happinefs ; in that I 
ad fo many years ferved the fublime Porte in this 
Station, full of di£iculties and perils, .yet by no 
misfortune had ever betrayed the leaft fecrct of 
my Commiffion It pleas'd me to think I ftill 
pafs'd for Titus of Mioldavia among the French, 
who are themoft apprehenfive people m the world ; 
and even in the opinion of Cardinal Mazarini, 
who, like Jamis, has more eyes than two. I em- 
hrac'd my&lf j^if I may fo ipeak) in the conceit 
of my good fuccefs ; concluding I was born un- 
d( fortunate Stars, and that no difafter could ever 
h^i'me. - 

But I took wrong mcafures of the. Ways of 

DeiHiiy, which ase as untra^table as the mtiies : 

F 5 F©r 
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For before mid-day my Sun was eclipfed ; the Air 
of my Soul ruffled with Storms, and all my Joy 
turn*a to Mourning and Sadnefs. 

Wilt thou know the occallon of my grief ? It 
was this. In the year 1645, according to the Style 
of the Nazarenes, I recciv'd fome particular in- 
ftruftions from the then Vizir Azem, putting me 
in mind of the hazard I run in this poft^ and 
giving mc fkriSt charge to beftow all my letters in 
a fecure place, whether the tranfcripts of thofe I 
write to the Minifters of the Porte (for I always re- 
tain'd a copy of the original) or the Difpatches I 
receive from thence* 

That Miniftcfr was afraid, left I might ibme 
time or other be difcover'd ; and confcquently that 
my chamber would be fearch'd. Therefore, obey- 
ing his hint, I immediately carry'd all my "Writ- 
ings to Eliachim the Jew 5 knowing his houfe to 
be free from any jealoufy of the State, and that 
the moft important fecrets in the world might be* 
there an Age unreveal'd. 

The Letters of my writing were enclofed in one 
Box, and thofe which I received from the Invin- 
cible Porte in another. And this was hEiy conftant 
cuftom from that time 5 as often as I writ to the 
Minifters of the Divan, or had perus'd the Dif- 
patches which came from them, 1 difpofed of both, 
jn proper places,, leaving all' to the care of Elia- 
chim, 

But neithec hia caution nor mine were fuffi- 
cient to prevent the Refolves of Heaven : It was 
determined above that we fliould lofe fome of 
the ^papers. Eliachim came to me to-day^ be- 
fore the Houc of Ulanamifi, all* in pai&on, aflo- 
nifhed, raving and ftaring like a madman. As 
ibon as he enter'd my chamber he tox£ his innej? 
«^ft, which was.ofcrimibn. filk,.fring'd; round with 
, |rold, and cry'^i, " We are undone, betrayed, and 
^* ruined." 

I prsicntly thought of my Writings j, andaflc!J. 

* himv 



A spy AT PARIS. 107 

him whether they, were fafe. In a word, he told 
me he had loft the Box, which contain'd the- 
letters fent him from the Minifters at the Port to [ 
nc, and that his Slave, a. Negro, whom he kept* 
k his houfe, was miffing. 1 hou may'ft imagine,., 
age Minifter, That this news put me into no^ 
"mall confufion. I prefently fufpefted that this 
villain of p. Negro had got tne Writings, and was 
gone to Cardinal Mazarini with 'em: But then 
recolledting with cooler thoughts, that this Afri- 
aui underltood not Arabic, m which Language* 
alone Eliachim and I us'd to converfe 5 and that 
confequently he never could know our affairs* or' 
read the letters, which might tempt him to'ftich* 
aTreafon, I wa§ at . a lofs what to think of it : 
Neither am I better fatisfy'd now, though I have 
ruminated on it thefe twelve hours : Only I think,; 
if Cardinal Mazarini has thefe Papers ifi hisi 
cyftody, he would have given * orders before'this? 
time, to feize tie fuppofcd Titus .of Moluavia;': 
fcr feme of thefe Letters take notice of my hav- 
ing afiumed that name : But I cannot perceive^ 
any attempt that has been macfe in that kind, or 
that any body has been to ertquife for me^at^my^ 
Eodgings; for I fet' Spies to obferye, as foon as F 
departed thence with EHachim, which wate i ^bout- 
noon. We are now together in a friend's houfe, 
where we {hall continiie5"'tiIl we hear- f»>rfier 
of this event; as we are yet in the tj^irk^-'and 
mil of fears : but time, which brmgs all things 
^ light,, will, convince us what we have- to- 
^ft to.. 

In the mean while there is little news, fave ai 
wfcourfeof a certain Conventional; Nurembergh^ 
^ the great Jubilee which is celebrated at Rome,, 
^ere they fay, the Chriflian chief Mufti,^the* 
^eek before their Berjam, or £af^er, wafti'd the- 
*^tof twelve Pilgrims ; and that Cardinal Ludo- 
;^io 'entertain'd nine thoufand of thefe Devotees : 
*t Oftcc with- ^ very magnificent, feaft. They 
2U i^Y' 
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fay alfo, that the Pope will get this year twn» 
millions of Zequins^ Ixy the relort of Pilgrims to 
that city. 

The King of Denmark^s Refident at this Court 
has received a letter, which certifies him that his 
Mafter has declared Prince Chriftian his fon Sue- 
ceilbr in the Throne. 

They talk alfo of a marriage lately folcmnized 
between Charles, a German Count, and Charlotte, 
fifter to the Landgrave of Heffe-Caffel. 

But that which moft takes up mens ears, and 
employs their tongues and thoughts, are the Ci- 
vil Wars of this Kingdom ; which is all in a 
flame, by occafion of the imprifonment of the 
Prince of Conde, and his brother^. The citizens 
of Paris are very jocund, at the repeated news of 
the King's III luccefs, for they wifli not. well 
to his arms, whilft employ'd againft the Mal- 
contents. 

Illtiftrious old Grandee, I wifli thee the years 
of Neftor, and thofe csJcuIated by Full Moons of 
Profperity. But I pray Heaven avert from thee 
fome .of his moments, wherein they fay he was 
tormented with the Gout, as I am at thi« jnftant* 
it is a pain hardly to be fupported* 

. Fadni I ith of the 6th M09P1. 
QffheYevi65«, 
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LETTER VIL 
To the fame. 



BY die GOD whom I adore, and by his Sha« 
dcfWj I fwear there is no difloyalty in Mab- 
. mut, yet his life is full of temptations and pe« 
I rils. The Box of Letters, I mentioned in my 
I laft, is irrecoverably gone, and laid up in Ac 
' bowels of the Earth,; if we may believe the con^ 
feffion of a man, every an^Ie of whofe heart has . 
I been fearched with exquiiue torments, even to 
I death. 

I Eliachim's Save, the Negro whom I fpoke of,* 
miflook tiiiat Box for one very like it, out or 
which he has often feen his Mafter take Jewels ; 
fox this h the particular merchandite of that 
Jew : And. the weight of each was not fo un- 
equal as to rciftify his error. Lucre tempted 
bim, and the defire of liberty; whilft the dark- 
ne6> (fwr he committed the villany before fon- 
nfing) , and his ewn guilty* fears, conipired to 
baffle his intended then. The Boxes flood to- 
^er (fo careful was Eliachim of the fublime 
Secrets, as not to venture 'em in a place le& 
fecure than lliat of his Jewels) and the villain^ 
l^afty to be gone, and confounded for want of 
Kght, toek up that, wh»ein were the Writ- 
ings, inftead of hi» defiened prey, tiie Jewela., 
' He went diiieftly into the fields^ purpofing t« 
bury this fuppofed treafure in the eslrth, in feme 
private place where he might take it forth at 
diferetion : But firft opening the Box to fup* 
^ faimfelf with foch Stosies. as he thought 
would be uoqutSaxKiiibk {)awii8 Jbr money, to. 

aniwer 
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infwer his prefent neceffities, that fo he might 
the better provide for his concealment ; he was 
aftonifhed, and his heart became like lead, when 
he found nothiftg but papers full of chara<^e]:s, to 
which he was wholly a ftranger. A thoufand^ 
refolutions prefented themfelvps to him in that 
agony of his mind, and he knew not what to» 
fix on. Sometimes he thought to carry the Box 
back again, as he found it ; and fince nis ' defign: 
had been thus ftrangely badik'd, to content him* 
Telf till another opportunity. But then he con- 
fider'd it was too late to return before l^is mafter 
would mifs both his Slave and Box ; for the Sun 
was now far advanced in our hemifphere, and 
Eliachim is an early rifer. In a woro,' therefore,, 
he thought it the fafeft way to buiy it in the 

f round, as he firft intended, had it been the: 
ox of Jewels, and fo fliift for himfelf. Pro- 
pofing to himfelf this advantage in hiding 
the Papers in a fecure place, tfiat, if they.wei£L 
of value,, he might at any time make compofi- 
tion with, his Mrafter, by difcovering where they 
wxre. . . 

All that I have related here is drawn from his- 
own mouth, in midft of tortures^. For Eliachim^ 
ft)on heai'd of this fugitive. Negro^ who >vasi 
feized on. the road to Lyons by. fome corref-* 
^ndents of this Jew. "Who, having intelli- 
gence of it, took horfe. immediately, and went 
to the place. He did not think it iafe to make, 
a public bufinefs of it, or to, arraign him be- 
fore the appointed Judge of the Country.; but,, 
relyingon the Juftice of nis Caufei and.thc Right 
of a Mafter, he privately put him to Tortures; 
0( divers kinds, in a. havtk where: he could' 
command anything* 

The- ftout African. at firft denyM that. he. had 
meddled with any Box, faying, he efcaped purely* 
for the fake of Liberty. But when a fucceffion 
of divers Torments had. quite, overthrown his 

con- 
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coftfbncy, he : confefled all that I have already 
related. 

EJiachlm ftill fufpefting worfe, and that, he 
only fram'd this as a plaiifible ftory, to be freed 
&om or at leaft to refpite the pains he fuffer- 
ed^ caus'd (harp thorns to be thruft under the. 
Bails of his . fingers and toes ; believing that 
the extremity of fo fenfible a pain would ex- 
tort the true fecrct from him. But he. could get 
notliing elfe from the poor excruciated Negro,' 
though now almoft ready to expire, but that 
he nad hid the Box under ground in a certain, 
corner of a field out of the City, to which he 
knew not how to direft Eliichim, but promised 
to (hew it him if he would can*y him alive ta 
Paris. 

This was no hard tafk to perform .in the 
opinion of the Jew j it being- but a day's journey 
to this city from the place wherie they then were. 
But he was deceived in his hopes.; and now ali 
Ae applications and cordials they csuld ufe, came 
too late i for that very night the Negro breatb'd 
out his foul. 

However, when Eliachim came to Paris, he 
followed the direftions of his dead Slave, as 
well as he could, in fearching every corner of 
^e fields on that fide of the city where thi^ 
Black had been feen to go out, but all to no pur- 
Pofe. He cou'd find nothing ; nor have we any 
hopes ever to fee that Box again* Yet I have 
?2j}y qualms of fear, left fome time or other 
J^ Ihould come to light, to our difadvantage and 
tuin. 

I defire thy inftru<aion, fage Governor of the 
Upital City, how I (hall deport myfelfif it be 
"iy lot to be difcovcr'd. A-s to the remaining Boji^, 
wnick has in it the tranfcripts of my own Dif- 
, patches^ I have taken it home to. my lodging, be- 
) vSy^*^? »t will be as (hfe here as in the noufe of 
*^lwchimi, fince that faithful Jew is no more ex- 
empted: 
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empted from contingencies thxa mylelf : AUd I 
have no fervant to betray me. 

This kingdom abounds at ptefent in trea« 
fons and rebellions. The Prcndi fpare hot to 
mafTacre one another for the fake of a paf«* 
fion: While the Spaniards make their advaa^ 
tagc of their inteftine feuds ; for, under pre- 
tence of affifting the Princes of the Blood, tbtf 
get footing in Picardy, from whence it \vjj| . 
not be eafy to expel them. Leofsold .Arch-Dukctl 
of Auftria, is at the head of the Spanifli ami|r-" 
and has taken feveral towns hekmging to the^' 
French Kin^;. .; 

' When the (Quarrels of thefe Infidels will end iT 
am not foUicitous $ mv thoughts being ever taken *> 
up in the fervice which I owe to the Empire of .' 
True Believers. , 

I cannot bid thee adieu, iiluftrious Kaimacham, i 
*till I have affured thee I am macerated wkh ^^e^l '. 
for die Grand Signion 

ftiris, ajd of the 9th Moonj 
•f the Year 1650. 
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To Soiyman Kuftir^Aga, Frincc of the 
♦Black Eunuchs. 

A FTERIhadpcrusM Ay Diflpakh^ wherewith 
/jL thou haft honoured thy Slave Mahmut; as I 
tis fiiU of ioy for the. coiittnue4 dornonftraticNis 
if thy friendamp and proto^lion ; io my br«^ oan- 
xived an mdignation at the aifront whkrh has. 
NnofferM to the fublime Port by the Cham ofi 
kTartlura,. in jta<efwnhtg.to demand theTute* 
»e of our augi^ft Emparon It i$ ai^ indi||ntly J» 
Sk Miniftera of fupreaiQ Jufttcc and Honoiir^. 
w^ts .<>f. the imperial, Divv^n^ Hq y^prrn^n copa- 
mitted the cognizance of all human events.; tih^*' 
iUbibus VfziQiiS) wlia. imfiag^ the affiurs <^]Che 
nighty and inv^hl^ Sultan Mahomet, who^ 
i hrooe inay:^ GOD fcntify^ 'till th€ MoonOutHf 
]>d nace appear in the Heavttia. 
^ .Thofe people have been ever thirfly of rul«v Mel 
& nupttbcr'd sdn&ng the virtues of tteir AjKeftors,. 
wat t&ey enla^jed their Dominbns by the keener 
^ of their words. But, in all the Refeifters^ 
and Archives of the Empire, it has not been founds , 
tnat any e>f that Nation challenged a right to go* 
ytm our Sultans, though during their jtninority. 
It is fufficbent, that they fhall have Ae honidur (ac- 
cording to tte ancient Capitulations } to focceed in . 
wc Throne of the Ofinan Princes, if ever that. 
Hcred Line'fliould be extinA: Which ..GQD^f 
8^, till the final Confiinunatioa. 

It is a wonder they demanded not alfo his royal 
on}thers,the other foous of Sultan Ibrahim ;* that fo 
*cy might, at one blow, cut off the whole Ofinan 
Race, and take polfeffion*of the vacant Thiwie. / 

Imtve not heard any thing thffe-many Mo(mi» 
^t is become of Aofe hich-4»ra Infants j whe- 
therthey ar^alive, or fatriloed to the. jealoufy of 

the 
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the Sultan, as has been the cuftom. Here are va- 
rious flying jreports concerning kh&st^ Some fay, 
that thou haft conveyed away Sidtan Achmet, and 
that he is privately educated in the Houfe o£, a 
certain Georgian, The bleffing of Mahomet be 
upon thee, and refrefh thy heart, if thou haft taken 
this care to preferve the life of an Ofman Prince, 
which is more precious than a hundred thoufand-of 
common Birth. 

As for Solyman, and the reft of that fublimer 
Race, the French gave 'em over for loft; and jj 
cannot contradi<5l 'cm for want of true intelligence, • 
Befides, I have reaibn to fear it'is too true, in regard*, 
it has been the cruel pradice of all, or moft of our 
late Emperors, either to flaughter their Brethren, - 
as foon as they afcended the I'hrone, or to put 'cm 
to a more lingering death and martyrdom in al 
prifon. ' ^ .. 

'Tis true indeed, our prefent Sovereign is not. 
yet arrived to thofe years wherein children com-^ 
monly lofe their native innocence, I believe he 
fufpecls none of his brethren, or harbdars any un- . 
kind thoughts againft their lives. Yet cruelty may 
be inftnuated into his tender years by the miHces ' 
•f his mother 5 efpecially againft thole of his fa- : 
ther's Blood, that did not alfo partake of her's, . 
For, Sultan Ibrahim, thou knoweft, had children 
by other women befides the Sultana Valede. - -, 

The Maltefe think they have one of thefe Royal - 
infants in their poffeftion : Thou knoweft the 
whole ilory of thy Predeceffor's voyage towards 
Egypt, with his beautiful Stave and her fon, whom 
thefe Injfidels honour as. the Oftspring of the Graiad 
Sigjiior, l^hou art not ignorant, alio, that this In- 
fant, with his Mother, were banifhed out of jea- 
loufy, by the order of her who bore in her wopib 
Sultan Mahomet, our glorious Sovereign. The re- 
membrance of which makes me tremble for the fake 
of the young Prince, if there be any yet remaining 
alive. It is in thy power to certify me, and, in - 
doing fo, thou wilt rid me of mucU* attxiety ., 

lam 
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lam but a Slave of the Slaves, who fcrvc the 
j Grand Signior; aixl it is not decent for me to.dc- 
I leant on thea£tions of our^moftabfolute Monarch, 
whofe Will is not to be controul'd : But I am ftill 
a man, and have fome.ihare of humanity and rea- 
I fcn. Thou alfo art my particular friend, and wilt 
I permit me to difcourfe with freedom. Was it not 
• a bloody Feaft, to which our King's great |jrand- 
I father Mahomet III, invited nineteen of his bre- 
thren on the day of his Inauguration ? Was it not 
i cruel aft, to caufe thofe Royal Guefts, in whofe 
Veins ran the Blood of his own Father, to be 
fcngled before they departed from his table ? Na 
Ws inhuman was it pf Mahomet, the late Vizir 
Azcm, tQ guide the hand bf oar prefent Sovereign,' 
^knbut fix years old, and incapable of knowmg 
what'hejdid, to. fign a Warrant for the Execution 
^his Father. Well may the Nazafenes call us 
Barbarians-, when they contemplate the Empire of 
wcMuffulmans, fupported by fuch unnatural Me- 
(ftods. : • > * 

. Thou, ^t haft the fupcrlative honour of- be- 
^l Ae immediate Guardian of bur young Empc- 
2> ^It pardon the liberty I take, Afcribe all to 
«c force of my :Keal and loyalty. Thou art valiant 
«w wife. Protea thy charge as the Cryftal on 
ftmecyes, which thou wilt not fuffcr to be hurt by 
raeduftrftheftreets. 

Paris, 14th of the loth Moonj 
ofUuVcaridjo. 
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L E T T E R ex. ' 

To Dgaet Oglou.. 

NOtwlthftandjQgall my PluloTophy, I Imve nog 
command enough of my. paSion, to coiw 
ceal it from th^p, who haft aJways been the paffj 
taker of my lihecmal fortunes. Whatever in'a^ 
nanimity bt fpirjij: I pre^emlei to formerly, in xmrf 
fickneft, *tis at prefeiit overccimc Tjy the defire at 
ciafc.- .At that lime^ I rememlier. (bmei StoLcaBI 
conHderations lijade m» ixiaii&rioufl)^ Iviae froiii? 
piCK the tocmentiqg .psans I iclt. I .ehdeavouraf 
to dil^uift my fimerings, and to p'aint tny.niijfc^ 
nr in iuch cblburs, that it ;could hardly lie <ti«Y 
ffinguilhed from h^pninefs. fiut now 1 nave not 
courage enough to nide from thee my feais anif^ 
apprehenfions : 'And all SeneCa's monds- are^ toil) 
little to hinder .me from coi^pkiiring qf the |in^ 
certainty that we isuly ex|>eriysnce In Jv^mian a^ 
£airs. This is a Tiierne ro|>qpul^, diat, WGEcii^ 
p^'ticular. mkbMtxin^vj^ pia^&a^ ^4:wquU[ m^^ 
tne fick to fay/raf^y thing^on a ruVjecl, that h^ BcefVi 
in every m^^&,.]Q/^uj^lihQe the time that our firft, 
Fathier appeared among the . Tjcees, Therefore 
thou may 'ft be afTuredyiJam not Voing about tO' 
make a Declamation^, .or play the Orator; to -ex-" 
patiate and make large defcantsoatbe Iimability 
of nil thing5. . What 1 have to fay refers to my-' 
fclf and no-body elfe, fave to thole who are the 
oecaSon of my melancholy. 

In. the tenth Moon of the laft year, I fent a lit-. » 
ton to Kenan Baffa, the new Hafnadar Bafly« I. 
have a. Copy of it by me, as I always retam of 
whatever Difpatches I fend to the fublime Porte,., 
whether to the public Minifters or my private. 
Friends^ . 

I have 
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t have pcrus*d this letter fpcral ttaics withm 

'weight arid forty hours, -arid' can find nd juft 

inrf of ofifencc, whjdi tJiiit Grandee cou^d 

Aereat ; unlels he* was angry with me for 

Wmif him to be- cafefel iri Sarii&iitting ni)r 

nopey. As ^for the reff, I ^on^y obeyed the' par- 

ftnlitf infttaflJons I received'^nif jfehomet the 

jtte Vizir Azem : who commanded me not to 

%»ethe greatcft Minift^r cJrf'the Port, if I had 

gfcn either Jo counfid, or 'to- reprehend him : For 

Whe in his Irctter,'^ To this end art tflouplac'd 

yitfuch a difti^nce, that, befides the fervice* thoii 

r^^eur Soyereigji in difclofinjf the fecrets of the 

^Inffilds, thoums^ftalfo be free to wrke ^ar- 

|tm;thon thirikeftwill' condiice to'hiV mtered^' 

r^^otit ftanding in fear of the revenge of tfitf 

panifees.'* Thefe were the very words of the 

^e Minifter of the Ottoman Empire. 

.'W I only told hini of fome mifc^riages at 

■'ft^ccefibrs, warriinff him' to be^ary m his 

"^^n; Eitfter h^ was. offended at this freedom I 

_ or bbcaufe t pirefumed to advife him bow 

order my Bill's. Be irivbich it will, I hai^ i 

■■'• reprimand from tht Reis Effendf, whorti I 

the greateft reafon in the world to efteem mj^ 

'ft would never have vexed me, had he wrote 
PHHily, and not difguifed his fentiments. But alt 
■"^s obfcur^, faving one blunt expreffion, which 
<»nvinced me. That the real ground of all thisr 
jjger was my letter to Kenan, v^hercin I defired 
^ care as to my money. 

tan that minift?r Wame me for bciag appfe- 
IJ^nfive of want in a foreign country, a Regioni 
^Infidels, Where I have no other commercebut 
yth Courtiers and Stranger^, where^^ if 1 ihould 
^ ^« the le^ ffifjpedied, they would prefenthK 
P*^ pie ii> prifon, which would * hazard a - dif- 
^^ of die fuMime Secrets ? Does he not know 
"lohey tginmaads all things^j aad that thef 

greateft 
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LE TT1E R X. 

Ta the Reis T^flfencli, Prmcip^il Secret* 
•of th?Oaomaa Empire. 



I 
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F thou wilt permit; me to team fometbiifg & 
UufH^dmen, they fay, 'tis not profitable 
pW the icld«, whofe barren glebe brings foi 
noihing but briars and thorns. Such are t 
rQun<& of paffion and anger among friend 
^ct 'em Ik ffdlow for ever. Perhaps thou n 
f:aU it prefuoiption in me, to challenge fuch a 
lation oetweon us: Or, if thou owneft the til 
9rf St friend, tkou wilt claim a right to repre 
ino, ]^ it hew it will, ref^cofs make the U 
unpieffipii v4ieB they are given with^ mildn^ 
and moderation ; efpecially, they ought not \ 
be founded on a miftake, or falfe apprehen/ioi 
For thev appear like arrows difchargM in d 
•dark, wnich, being ihot at random, may^ I 
giving an undeferved wound, make an enemy c 
a friend, or at le^ render a friend fufpeded to b 
an enemy. 

But I tell tliee, I will not blow up the embeil 
of a fire, whofe flame is extinguifh'd long ago 
and whereof, by this time, I hope there remain 
not the leaft fmoke. I never love to add fuel \ti 
fuch cafes : Otherwife, had I returned an anfwd 
to thy angry letter in the heat of my refentinents 
I might have play'd the incendiary : For I haJ 
both matter enough, and p^on fufficient to vea*\ 
tilate the already kindled fparks. And, of this I 
know thou art fenfible> 

3 WeUj 
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WeU; to make the beft conftruftion of it: 
The Hafnadar-Baffy was affronted, I bdieve. 
It the freedom I took in advifing him, not know- 
fe that I had pofitive orders to do fo, even to the 
HtMinifter of State, if I faw occafion. And, 
p vent his choler^ he mifreprefented the bufi- 
^ "i to thee, hoping by thy means to awe me in- 

a fawning acknowledgment of my fuppofed 

ne. If this was thy intention in writing 
fcatiharp letter, I fmile at hi« miftake, but am 
py for thine, becaufe I eftecm thee my friend, 

was but an overfight in you both ; and fo let 

Thyfriendfhipl court, and refufe not his, nor 

W of any Ofhcer of the Seraglio. I honour all 

tBafla's'and Minifters of the Imperial Port : I 

^ to every one the refped that is due to his 

JalJty : But I am commanded to write with 

Kedom to all, and not to fpeak, as if I had 

16 bearded head of a barley - ftalk on my 

"^guc, which is apt to flip down a man's 

Toat, and threatens to choak him that fpeaks 

•hilft it is in his mouth. This charge I firft 

kceived from the late Vizir Azem Mahomet, 

1 it has been fince renew'd with frefli in- 

ftions from others of great Authority, They 

tell me with much affurance, that one chief 

Jd of my being placed here is, that being out 

* the limits of the Ottoman Empire, yet hold- 

^ a conftant intelligence, I may freely, and 

jjthout fear, reprove the vices arid encourage 

«e virtues of the greateft Governors and Princes 

*?ong the Muffuhnahs. Nay, I am threatened 

J^^h punifhment, and the Sultan's difplcafure, 

»I negled any opportunity of this nature, or 

^P^ (partial and timorous in my reprehcn^ 

^or it fccms this Is judged the mofl: ready 
^i efFecftual method to reform the corruptions 
*Jt are crept into court, camp, and city j fince 

Vot, IV. G every 
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every man is obliged to communicate the let- 
ters which he receives from me : And they ail | 
all rcgillered by thy care : Whereby the Gran- 
dees are compeird, either to live within ^ 
limits of juftice and their duty, or elfe to be 
the difcoverers of their own faults ; ,which wiH 
unavoidably bring 4hem into difgrace, if m 
,the lois of their liberty and lives ; or at lea 
put them to the cxpencc of cofdy prefentstti 
make their atonement. And thou knoweft foml 
men would almoft as willingly part with th^ 
lives as their money^ which is their God. 

After all this, I hope thou wilt not be 
pleafed if I perform my duty. It is not for 
to be frifi|hted with menaces, or foftened ^l 
bribes. My integrity is proof againft the pridfl 
of the one, and bafenefs of the othcn Yet I bawfl 
great efteem for the Treafurer and thee, with otte 
Minifters who are my friends. I could, to feri 
fuch, freely hazard my liberty, fortune, and aiij 
thing but my honour, which I value at a highaa 
rate than my life. 

Thou may*ft regifter it for a truth. That ai 
Englifh AmbaiTador was in the 6th Moon a 
this year murder'd by Villains in his chambfl 
at Madrid, the capital city of Spain. There ha 
been alfo a great battle fought in Scotlandj 
between the army of that nation, who main- 
tain their Kind's intereft, and the forces d 
the New Englifh Commonwealth ; wherein dw 
latter obtain^ a fignal viiSory, having kill'^ 
three thoufand on tne fpot, taken nine thouJJ 
fand prifoners, fifteen thoufand arms, two hun-^ 
dred enfigns, and all their cannon and bag*1 
age. Thefe are profoerous beginniags of thad 
lepublic, and redouna much to the honour (M 
the Englifli General Oliver, whom every bo^^ 
dy extols for a gallant man. And I can affurej 
thee the Weftern Nations ate not barren of He 
roes. 

. Prin-: 
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Principal Scribe of the Muffulmans, I wifli thy 
t may be a Tranfcriptof the beft Cc4)ie»» 



?aris, xft t>f the i ith MooOi 
of the Year 1 6 50, 



LETTER XL 

a Solyman Aga, Principal . Chambef- 
lain of the Womens Apartments in the 
Seraglio. 

rHESE Tartars, of whom I fpoke to^hee 
in ray laft, are i ftrange fort of people in 
eir manner of life. But we muft not cenlur©^ 
m becaufe we are of kin. I fpeak not of myfelf ;{ 
t though I am an Arab, yet the greateft part 
thofe, who ferve in the armies of the Grai^d" 
ignior, are defcended from the Crims, I meanf 
5 Spahis and Timariots. Thou know'ft the 
Originals of the Military Orde^, and that they^ 
B more honourable than the Janizaries j who, 
ang Strangers by Blood, are brought wp to the 
lUre of the Seraglio. They know neither father 
«• mother (I fpeak, to the tributary youths) 
>r have they any partial fondnefs for their Na- 
ive Country. They are educated in a perfeft 
Ignation to the Grand Seignior, and his chief 
'fters ; yet often difobejr both, and not fel- 
put *em' in hazard of their lives. How 
-, — iy , Vizhrs have beea facrificed to a cunning 
lanizar^Aga; who, to prevent his ov(n ruin, 
Bas ten^^ed thofe under his command to matiny, 
and accept of no atonement for their pretended 
G 2 grie- 
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grievances, lefs than the life of the firft Dcputyl 
The rigid Fate of Sultan Ofman, uncle to od 
prefen: Sovereign, will not be forgot by thol| 
who love the Ottoman Family better than.thcl 
taftard He6\or.s. Shall* the Empire of true B> 
lievers be ruin'd by tbefe Rehegades ? Befid^ 
their Difcipiine is extremely corrupted ; thfl 
marry, ami follow mechanical trades Tepujj 
nant to the auftere manners of the Primitii 
Guards, who - are wholly attentive to m: 
cxercife. .^ ' ' " 

Were this to come to the hands of a Tanizi 
be would c>irfe me to the Pairis which have 
ther Medium or End. Yet I had once a fri< 
of that Order, Caffim Hali, the chief Agaj 
brave man, and of the fame fentiments as myfr 
He fought to reform that diforderly Militia, 1 
v/ZLS oppos'd by the wife men in power. He woi 
freely have facrificed his own grandeur and 
tfcreft for the good of the Muffulman Empire ; 
was over-aw'd by thofe who had no other intei 
but in its ruin. ^ 

Thou know'ft who I mean. Neither am 1 
ftranger to the herpic bravery of the fkithful Sol| 
ma^, when he bearded the Boftangi Aga, <J| 
that account. That Gardiner was of the Faftio« 
b5ing the (on of a Janizary, and train'd up in « 
the JPra<aices - of the Seditious. It makes oj 
Jifham'd when I hear the Infidels upbraid <P 
Wifeft of the Wife, the fupreme Monarch «« 
Earth with folly, for permitting this infolent ari 
mutinous Soldier to continue in the Empire. Ari 
I tremble to think, that one time or other the rt 
nown'd OfFspring^f Ertbgriel will owe its Ruii 
and Cataftrophe to thefe difloyal V^crs, whom fi 
cherifties in the Seraglio. • 

Much more affur'd is the French King of hi 
Guards of Switzers; whofe fidelity was neve 
ftain'd with the leaft infamous brand of perfid' 
cmiheis, in taking up arms againft their Mafte^ 

who* 
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Irhofe bread they eat. Thefe are mercenary fol-' 
tfers, who travel out of their native country tc^^ 
5fve foreign Princes, and will fhed the laft dro{> 
f their blood rather than betray their trull* 
^hrcefcore tlierc are admitted inter the Palaces,^ 
nd nigh the Bed-chambers of the Pope and the^ 
[ing of France, with full confidence of their va- 
lur and integrity. 

•As for their Country, it h barren and poor,, 
bnfifling chiefly of rocks and defarts-; which oc- 
tfionsthe youth, who are generally very ftrong^" 
id hardy, to feek their fubfiftence abroad, by 
ying in the Guards and Armies of neighbouring^ 
bnarchs and States. 

Some regiments of the Switzers now (erve 
tthe Wars of. Candy, under the Standard of 
teifce. 
.TPhere^e veflers arriv'd lately in fomc of the 

Ench harbours, which bring news of the ilt 
ccfs of our arms in the fiege of Candia, the. 
Sef city of that Ifland. They talk, as if above 
fo thoufaiid Muflulmans were blown up in the 
hthMoon; and that Chufaein Baffa, dilcourag'd 
irthis lofs, and with the inconveniences of the 
broaching Winter, was forc'd to raife the Siege 
I the Moon of 0<9:ober»t' • 

The French magnify the valour, of the Knights 
if Malta, who fignaliz*d therafelves by many 
uve adiions during this Siege : And if all be 
^ that is related of thefe Chriftian Champions,. 
ft cannot in common juftice deny 'em their due 
narader, and number fome of them at leaft among; 
pe Heroes. 

[ Otherwife, we fhould come fhort of thefe Weft^ 
pn Nazarehes in Generofity, who, with no lefs: 
honourable expreffions, extol the repeated cou- 
iXagc and invincible conftancy of thie illnftrious 
Chufaein, and the alacrity of all the MuiTulraan 
ifoldiers in the fervice of our great Mafter. 
! • Yetth«y cannot forbear reflefiing on the cow- 
G 3 ardice 
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ardice of the Janizaries ; wbo, , after that &t4 
blow, had they ftoutly maintaii^'d their othei 
polh, that brave Bafla would not fo fooa hai!< 
quitted the fiege of this important Place^ 
' As for other news I have little to acquaint tb 
with, fave a feemi^g calm at prefent in this Kin| 
dom of France, which has, for the ^reateft pa 
of the year, been harrafe'd with Civil Difcordi 
and Slaughter. Bourdeaux, the chief city whiM 
held out acainft the King, is npw reduced I 
obedience, |he pacify'd Monarch retir'd,. and the 
is now appearance of Peace. 

The Queen of Sweden, we hear, was folemo 
crown'd in the tenth Moon of the laft year, havifl 
declared for her Succeflbr, Carol us Guftavu 
. Prince Palatine, and her couiin. i 

In the fame Moon died the Prince of Orang€ 
and foon after the Count d' Avoux^^. a Frenc 
Grandee, and Mini^ of State. i 

In the mean time I rqoicc to bear,, that my «j 
friends are alive and iiouri(hing ; and that thekaii 
is not loofened which was tied in our Youtt 
May it continue firtn to the Day of the Earthquaiki 
and to a Term unUn[2itcd« 

Palis, 49th of the »ft Moon* 
ofihe Ytar 2^51. 



LET- 
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LETTER XII. 

'oKifur DsMrnielec, Secretary of the Ka- 
zarene Affairs at the Porte. 

N the name of GOD and his Prophet^ what 

. occaiion hadft thou to fend me fuch an angry 

Wer; thou art thyfelf but a Slave, as I am, 

^ the Slaves of him who% Throne is above 

je flight of the eagle ? Doft thou think to 

ighten Mahmut into fordid* compliance with 

ly ambition^ whom nothing can terrify, fo long 

^he preferves himfclf free ftom any ftain of 

Boyalty? Ittll'thce, Pm^ another- Achillea, in- 

Meabk all ovcr^ fave tik Soals of- my Feet, 

^h are the EmWems of our moft tender Af* 

«ion».. Thejnethoumay'ft wound me with the 

ft arrows of pretended fricndfliip. But, if once 

birappeareil with the naked face of an enemy, 

Jn IMTCtently on my guard. 

Thott acxrufeft me of many crimes whereof I 

^ never guilty^ loaded me with a thoufs^td 

"Wefcrvcd reproaches^ and ^1 to vent thy cho^ 

^' Threatening me with revenge, becaufe I 

«^ce excused the iateneftof my addrefs toMine- 

?» Aluph BafTa, then newly veiled by our muni- 

icent Sultan, by laying the blame on the badnefs 

M the viVfSy or the infolence of foldiers^ by 

^om the rofts are often intercepted in tipae of 

War: Or, in iine» on thy negled in. not fupply- 

*g me with more early intdligence. Whereift 

^s eafy to difcern. That thou vrert the laft I 

i^?uld accufe to that Minifter, though thou wert 
giacipalKr in the fault. For 1 was afterwards in- 
'^^nnMy That the Pofts were neither retarded by 
W impaffabk roads,, or ftop'd by. the Orders of 
G 4 military 
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military men, but arriv'd here at their accuftom'4. 
feafons. Wherefore thou haft no reafon to be! 
ofFended at me, unlets it be for the fhortncfsr 
of my accufation, and that it was defefltive in. 
malice. * 4 

Thou would'ft take it ill, if in my own dejJ 
fence I fhould complain to the Vizir Azem oi 
thy frequent negledls in this kind. But I fcortl 
to vindicate mylelf at the price of another man^j 
djfgrace and peril. Only I advife thee to fogi 
bear threatening. It is a reflexion on thy jpr* 
dcnce to menace a man who has no other reienc 
ments of thy paffion, than to o^^n himfeIfoblig5( 
to thee for fo open a difcovery of it. ' 

Would'fthave the very fpleen of my humour i 
I fmile at thee. Thou haft made me as jo^ 
cund as Democritus. If thou , know'ft not hov^ 
I mean, he was a pleafant fort of a philofo* 
pher, to whom all human anions were objefli 
of mirth. There was another whining Sa^ 
that perpetually wept/ The moft comical pafl 
fages, and fuch as mov^ all men to laughteiji 
drew floods of tears from his eyes: His name 
was Heraclitus. It is hard to determine whicW 
of thefe two was in the right. But I think II 
am not murh in the wrong to be a little pka- 
fant with thee : Perhaps it may put thee intofj 
a better humour. However, I would not havti 
thee difpleafed with thyfelf for heing offopeeviihi 
a difpofition. 'Tis obferv'd, That paflionate men« 
are always beft natiir'd, and free from fecret* 
malice. Choler is as neceflary as our Blood : 
Without the latter we could not live ;1 aiid*, if we-' 
were void of the former, oar* Lives would be a^ 
iana6live as that of Snails and Oyflers t We feoul* 
be abfohjt^ly Drones- ' 

Hippocrates, the famous phyfician, fays. This' 

Complexion is the moft noble of all the four,' 

transforming Men 'to Heroes, one refining out 

earthly Mould, jn a conftitution like that of t|i^* 

... . . immortal 



^A. SPY AT PARIS. - nq^ 
Wimortal Gods ; whofe Bodies, according to the 
Poets, confift wholly of anathereal Flame. 

Therefore be not difcouraged, neither repine 
at a temper which ranks thee among thofe to 
whom Sacrifices are made.. On the other fide,, 
take it not amifs from Mahitiut, if he tells thee, 
ke has not devotion enough to become thy volun- 
ittry Vi(ftim. 

Yet- if I cannot be fo obfcquious as to throw 
f^yfelf away by acknowledging crimes wherein. 
I was never, concerned, and for. which- I hive a 
natural abhorrence ; reft fatisfy'd at leaft, That I 
lirill ferve thee as far as I can, without intrench- 
ing on the duty I owe to the Grand Seignior. And^ 
be affur'd, I will do thee no harm, fo long as thou* 
cibferveft that rule. 

In fine, I advifethce to order thy fteps like a 
laan that is walking in the Bogs of Egypt, wiierc, 
if he oblerve the Track of thofe who have gone' 
ilieforehim, hemaybefafe; but, if his foot nips, 
"he finks in. the Mire. Such is the Life of Cour- 
tiers. 

. Paris, 1 8th of the ad Moon^ 

of thft Year 165 1,. ' 
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letter xiii. 

To Minezin Aluph, Bafla. 

1 N the beginning of the laft year I font thee a. 
J Difpatch, wherein I acquauntcd thee with die 
Imprifonment of thr^e Princes of the Royal Bloo«. 
of Francfe ; now diou Ihalt receive the news of 
their Liberty. 

They were released by an order, from the King: 
on the 13th Day of this Moon, and arrived in the 
city on the i6th, which was ycftcrd^, attended by 
a numerous Cavalcade, confifting of fome Princes^ 
diversof the Nobility and Gentry, and, onp would 
think, of half the' Citizens of Faris^ Even thofe 
who triumph'd laft year, and made bonfires for* 
their coniinement, yefterday throng'd out of the 
city to welcome them home with acclamations or 
joy, and to congratulate their releafe. So fickle; 
and inconftant a thing is the Multitude^ driven^ 
hither and thither with every artificial dcclaratipfl 
©f Statefmen, or pretence of Faction* 

But there were divers Princes and Noblemenj^ 
who, from the firft hour of their being feiz^, re- 
folved not to leave a ftone unturned to procure 
their freedom. The Grandees, that were their 
Friends, retir'd to their Governments, and rais'i 
Rebellions in the Provinces* All the kingdom was 
harrafs'd with Civil Wars. The Parliaments de- 
creed againft the Court ; and there wanted not ca- 
bals of feditious Courtiers, even in the Palace of 
the King, to undermine the rxyyal authority ; which 
the Cardinal Minifter thought to eftahlim, by the 
imprifonment of the Princes. In all places the 
Kind's intereft ran retrograde. 

Thou wilt not wonder at this,, when thou fhalt 
knowy that the Princes of Fiance are not Slaves 

to- 
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tt> the King, like the BalTa's of the moft (erene 
Empire, who owe all their greatnefs to the fole 
fevour of our m^p tficent S ultans. Thefe Princes 
e^joy all that and more by inheritance^ which our 
iGrandees^.acqMire only by their merits, and the 
follies of their Sovereign. Hence it is, that their 
intereft is ri vetted in the hearts of the people, who 
revere the Blood Royal, in whatfoever channel it 
runs. 

Therelbre thii]iking jnea blame the Cardinal's 
<mdtid ifythi/^ ^if&ir; faying, there was neither 
J^ifficc or P<»tii:y in it. Indeed, if a man's wit 
» to fe tnoeiiufed by the. fuccefs of his contri- 
j vances, the cenfure of thefe people is true ; for the 
Canlinal fe^ms to'hav^ made a trap for himfelf. 

As foon as he .p^rceiv'd the ^ing was prevail'd 
on by the importunity of his uncle, the Duke of ^ 
Orleans and the Parliament; of Paris, to releafe 
^ Princes^ and -that they had at the fame time 
««meftly begg'd of hira, tha€ this Minifter might 
te removed from the Court; he fucidenly pack'd 
i op. his nioveables, and withdrew privately towards* 
^Ae place wjhei^e, the Princes were confin'd : . 
j "^ping, that, though he had loft his firft point, 
yet he might make an indifferent afters-game, by " 
ping in .perfoh to the Royal . Prifo^er?, an^ al- 
luring them, 'twas to him they ow'd their releafe ; 
Ijpce it was in his power to carry them away with 
nim, as alfo thofe who brought them the King's 
Mandate. . Fonrhfe travell'd not without a con- 
Werable guard. 

. 1 is faid the Princes receiv'd him with feem- 
^<ig compliments and addrefs of civility; pro- 
mifing their friendfhip to the Cardinal, now a . 
voluntary Exile, and in a worfe condition than 
themfdves. 

. It is very ftrange, that fo great a Minifter, who * 
inherited all that abfolute Power which his Prede- 
tefior Rkhlieu had at this Court, fliould thus on ; 
H fuddea abandon his fortune.. But it is thought . 
'^is not gone to pick ftraws, 

How« - 
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Hoxrever, he had, by thrs timely flight, avoidei!' 
the difpfeafure of feeing himfelf compell'd to de- 
part by an Arreft of Parliament, which was pub- 
lifh'd within two days after he was ^ne; com- 
manding him to depart the Kingdom within fifteen 
days. 

The wife Minrfter forefew this difgrace ap- 
proaching, and therefore thought it more be-: 
coming his honour to depart of his own accord :• 
Having ftill the advantage to reproach- the State 
with ingratitude, in that they 4iave reduced to 
fuch freights the man, by whofe auipicious con^ 
du6l, France has been elevated to an extraordinary 
Grandeur in Europe^. 

By this thou maylft comprehend, illuftrious Baf- 
fa, that there's no Stability in human Grcatnefs ; 
but that the Wheels of a Courtier's life run thro' 
unequal Tracks, often fticking in the Mire of the 
Valley, and^jot fcldom threatening to overthrow 
a man« and caft him headlong from the Precipice 
of a Mountain. Againft thefe inconftant Turns 
of Fortune, I advife thee to be arm'd with Mode* 
ratidn ; fmce no man can avoid his Deftit^y^ . 

Paris, 14th of the 3fl Mooh> 
of the Year 1651. 



LETJ 
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LETTER XIV. 

To Ifouf, his Kinfman, at Fea 

TAm glad to hear thou art ah've. Thy letter 
•* came in a good hour ; for I bear a true af^ 
fe&ion to tjbafe of my Blood, and have been par- 
ticularly anxious for thee thefe . many years. The 
fun has nine times meafur'd the twelve Signs of 
the Zodiac, fmcc I received thy laft letter be-, 
fore this, or heard any news of thee. It feems/ 
thou haft traveird a great part of the earth during, 
that tim^. 

Twas kindly done of thee^ tO; remember thy 
fick Uncle's requeft when thoji wert at Aleppo, in; 
making Oblations for his Health to Sheigh Bou- 
bac the Santone 5 and diftributing Corhan to the. 
Poor, in honour of Syntana Fiffa. 

Thou haft fent me a largp and fatisfaftory ac-. 
count of thy Obfervations in Afia : Yet 1 am. 
foriy thou haft not time to penetrate into the 
Religion and Secrets of the Indian Braminr,, 
I am more ambitious to. pry into the. Wifdom 
aid Learning of thofc Philofophers, than into 
any other Species of Knowledge whatfoever. 
Methinks 'tis pity the Records of fo vaft an 
Antiquity fliould be coaceard from the reft 
of the. World, and only known to thofe hap* 
py Priefts. I proteft 'tis iipppifible for me to 
think of it without envy: fiat perhaps it is 
the Will of Heaven to lock im thofe Myfteriesr 
^ the remoteft . Provinces of the Eaft, aa a 
j|Bward of jheir copftancy^ in adhering, to the 
Traditions of their Father, which know no ori- 
pnj as a j^epijpach to all oth^ njuions, who, 

in 
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wert in thofe Pkrts. You Travellers muft expeflrj 
this kind of trouble from your friends : Everf 
body is naturally inquifitive, andd^ous of Know- 
ledge. 

• 'Twill be acceptable alfo to fend me anAbftraft 
of the prefent State of Fez.. I Ihould be glad 
to hear of the health of Abdel Melee Muli Omar, 
the Superior of the magnificent College, in that 
City, built by Al' Habu £nnor, King of the Coun-- 
try. They fay, it coft him two hundred and forty 
thoufand Zechins. 

*Tis added, That in Fez, there is a Mofquc 
near half a League in circuit ; in which are 
as many Gates as there be days in the Revo- 
lution of a- Moon. And that the number of 
the pillars, which fupport it, is equal to the 
Year of the Hegira wherein it was founded ; be- 
ing encompaffed alfo by feventeen high Mina- 
rets, befides innumerable Domes and Terrafles; 
having alfo qoo lamps burning in it by night, and 
^ windows to let in the light of the day. 
The revenue of this famous Mofque is faid to 
be 36^00 Zechins a year. They relate many 
other things of Fez, and the Provinces belonging 
to it. Of all which I defire thee to fend me a 
diftinft account. 

* I hadalmoft fbrgotone paffage, which I have 
read i-n the Ancients, concerning a certain fubtle: 
Africari, whofe name was Pfaphon. This man 
had train'd up a Parrot, to repeat very, frequent- 
ly thefe words, "Pfaphon is a great God.-' Wherr 
the bird had perfectly learn'd hiS' leffon, he- 
let it loofe^ which being accuftomed. taa do- 
meftic life in a cage, fled not prefently to the 
fields, but perch'd on the Temple of the town,' 
where it was heard by the people to utter the 
aforefeid fentence aloud, and very^ often. They^ 
ignorant of the quality of Parrots, and led with 
native Superftition, .efteem'd it an Oracle from 
Heaveja, , Wherefore, immediately flocking ^o' 
-- • ' the. 
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the hdufc of Pfaphon, they ofFer-d Sacrifice to 
him, and in all refpe£ts treated him as a Di« 
vinity. 

Whether this ftory be true or no, 'tis certain, 
Idolatry had no better foxindation than artifice 
and lyes : Unlefs we fliall conclude with th« 
Poet, " That fear made the firft Gods in the 
" World/' Coufin, Let there be frequent inter- 
jcourfe between ixs. It will be profitable to theq 
and me* 

Paris, 5fh of the 4th Moon, 
of ihcYcai' 1651. 



L E T T E R XV. 

To Kerkcr, Haflan, Baffa. 

''TpiS a cuftom in the Court of Rome,. That 
X every Nation of the Weft has a Protedor 
among the Cardinals there, who are Princes, of the 
Roman Church. Such I efteerti thee, in the moft 
waited Court of the Eafh 

Arabia.jgave thee thy firft breath : But thy own 
merits have lifted thee up po the Dignity of a 
paffa, a Prince of the Ottoman Empire, whofe 
toits'far exceed thofe of the modern > or even of 
amrient Rome. 

Tis from hence our countrymen addrefs to thee, 
*? to their patron, ufing thy power and media- 
^on with the Grand Seignior in all their necef- 

' Among the reft, wonder not that the humbleft 
w thy flaves, Mahmut, the fon of thy father's 
/J^ighhour, falls at thy feet in a time of .great dif- 

trefsj 
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trefs, in the agonies of his fpirits, the hazard of hi 
fortune, and perils of his honour, which he valaej 
more th^n his life. 

I complain not of the many repeiJi^iDd aljufefi 
and contempts I have received from ibme in th« 
Seraglio, to whom it belongs not to mfeddlcwith 
things out of their Sphere, much left to difcou* 
rage- the faithful Agents and Miffioners of tlrt 
Grand Seignior. Yet the perfecutJons I have fell 
from their hands are fuch, as would driv« ano« 
therman, lefe patient of injuries, either to revenge 
or defpair. 

They have vilify'd all my conduft in this 
Station ', reproach'd my beft aftions with the 
odious Charafter of Imprudence and Difloyaltyj 
and mifreprcfecited the fmalleft Peccadilloes (fot 
which alfo I have the Mufti's difpenfationj un- 
der the ignoininious Title df Infidelity and Athe- 
ifm. In a woid, they thirft after my blood : no- 
thing will fatisfy their greedy mahce, but my 
life. 

I never was afraid to die, fince I perfecSly 
underftood what it is to live. Nor can I te 
fond of protra<5Hng my "breath, when my gre^C 
Maftef fhall pleafe to call for a furrmder of it, 
for whofe fervice only it was. given mc. But 
k would render the Scene ©f my Death tragi- 
cal,'and ftrew my paflage into the other World 
with Thorns, to be font out of this, under the 
notion of a Traitpr, who have adtdi my part 
without a real blemifh. 

Ikingi, that learned Tutor of the Royal Pagcsj 
was the firft that broach'd thi§ enmity agamft 
me; (for I have forgot the prevarications of Sha- 
fliim Ifliham,' the black Eunuch, fince the time 
he acknowledged his fault with much candoor 
and ingenuity.) *Twas that Athenian Sophifly 
who debauch 'd the integrity of my coufin Soly- 
man j and perfuaded the unwary youth to en- 
ter into .a cpnfpiracy againft his uncl^. But. L 

re- 
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iqirehended my kinfman's folly in one letter ; 
and his anfwer, though late, convinced me, 
that he was not guilty of malice, fo much 
as of raihnefs and credulity^ I was extremely 
nblig'd t& the Kaimacham for his benignity 
Mid friendfhip in this affair. The good old 
Minifter had a real kindnefs for me, and took . 
no fmall pains to penetrate into the caufes of 
niy Coufin's eager paifion and malice againft 
me. At length, he found it to be only the 
praSices of llcingi, who took advantage of So- 
cman's temper, equally loyal and flexible, m^ 
fiiuiated into his youthful mind monftrous Ideas 
of me ; and, in fine, fet him a railing at 
ime with a fierce kind of liberty where-ever he 
eame» The wife BaiTa foon open^ my kinfman*s 

r, brought him to hi^ fenfe, arid the ifTue oF 
Was, That Solyman writ me a letter of apo^ 



Jut, fince thisy the Mafter of the Pages haa 
laid new trains for me, and drawn a ereat many 
I more to his party. He has col-rupted Muflapha 
Guir, an Eunuch, and Page ts the old Queen i 
with whom I onte held a corrcfpondence, and 
friendfliip j but, it fecms, it was only an appear-^ 
ance, without reality* I could give thee a long 
lifl of thofe, whom this Academic has taught to 
flander Mahmut; but I will not appear lo re« 
v«igeful : Befides, this is not the only grievance 
I of which I complain. 

I Shall I remonftrate to thee, moft excellent and 
ferene.Bafla, the true caufe of my uneafinefs I 
I am weary of living among Infidels. Favour 
me with tny afEflance and mterceflion, that I 
may have leave to retire from this place, and 
vindicate myfelf before the faces of^ my ene- 
mies. And having had that honour, render- 
ing alfo a juft account of the affairs wherewith 
I am entrufled, I may vifit my native coun- 
try, and ^^d the reildue of my days in Ara- 

bia^. 
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biaj the fcenc of all our Prophet's great a<9;ions* 
the place where I firft drew my breath. I lan- 
guim for the aromatic air of Admoim, the 
cryftal fountain, and cooler (hades of that 
happy Province. I long to fee the groves which 
encompafs the Village of my Nativity, the tur- 
rets ot thy father's houfe, and the Mofque of 
Hafen the Prophet^ for tho' I took no no. 
tice of thefe things in my infancy, yet havr. 
ing once feen 'em in my riper yearc-, when I 
was able to make more lafting reficdlions,. I fhallr 
never forget thefe delightful obje£ls fo long as 1 
live. 

If this be an infirmity, pardon it, illuilrious, 
Arab, fmce it is natural to all men. Thou, thy^ 
felf, haft enjoy'd the pleafure of rc-vifiting thati 
fweet Region : Pity Mahmut, who burns witlL 
defire to tafte the feme. ^ ^ 

Or if this fhall be thourht too great sux-in^ 
diligence to the poor-exiTd Mahnvut; yet - it 
will be eafy for thee, who art a favourite, ; to; 
obtain of the Grand Seignior, that 1 jnay at 
leaft be recall'd from this Employment, and 
fome body elfc fubftituted in my place. There- 
are thofe among, my enemies, who are ambjti- 
pus of the fatigue. i ^nd Ikingi, my old friend, 
would eXiChange all tlie honours ne is poflefsdof 
in the Seraglio, for this obfcure, yet hazardous 
poft, 'T'ls pity but fuch a man's thirft<)f penh- 
ihould be gratify'd. 

But if,- after all that I have faid, my Su|X- 
riots fhall think it expedient to continue- mC^ 
here, I am refiga'd ; only defiring, That ' from 
henceforth my flanderers may be fufpfc<3.ed,' as 
men ill affected to the fublirae P^rt, for tra- 
ducing a man that has waded through a.thou- 
fand difficultijes, temptaJons, and perils ; and 
fcrv'd the Ottoman Empire in this Station four- 
teen years, without making a falfe ftep, or traiif- 
gjeffing die, leajft point of his inftrudtionj. 

I heac 



' A SPY AT PARTS. ux 

I hear that Chufaein Bafla is made Vizir Azem. 
The French have a very great opinion of his va- 
lour. They are generally impartial "Critics in 
martial affairs, fcorning to deny a brave Enemy his 
due Charadler. 

We are at prefent barren of other news, fave%a 
fiew Arreft of Parliament againft Cardinal Ma- 
iarini, and all his kindred and creatures ; whereby 
diey aredeclar'd Enemies of the State, and charg'd 
i^ith a large catalogue of crimes, whereof perhaps 
Aey were never .guilty. 

Here are alfo fome flying reports of the Car- 
dinal's death; who, they fay, has poifon'd hini- 
fclf for grief of his ill fuccefs in this Court: 
But I efteem this only as t|ie froth of his ene- 
mies malice, who really 'wifli him dead ; and, 
to difcourage his friends, give it out that he 
is fo. 

Serene Bafla, I commit my affairs to thy pro- 
teSion 5 befeeching thee to do the office of a 
countryman and a friend, to the betray'd for 
GOD. 

Paris, »6th of the sth Moeiu 
'•f the Year 1651, 



LET. 
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LETTER XVL 

To Chufaein Bafla, the Magnanimous Vizir 
Azem, and Invincible General of the 
Ottoman P'orces in Candia, 

1AM not much above forty-three years old,| 
yet have feen great changes in. the Worlds 
mighty Revolutions in Kingdoms and States, ani 
the Death of m^y fovereign Monarchs, illuftri- 
o*is Generals, and wife Statefmen. Dbubtlefs, 
all fublunary things are fubjed to Viciffitude*; 
There appears nothmg conftant and fettled, but 
the Heavens and Stars; They indeed perfever© 
in their immutable Courfes, never- change theis 
Orb, nor il:art from their eternal Pofts. The Sun 
rifes and fets at his accuftom'd hours ;. and the 
Moon exaftly obferves the determin'd Periods of her 
Encreafe ana Wane : They vary only as the Sea- 
fons of the Year, with exquiiite regularity and con- 
ftant returns. 

But, here below, there is an univerfal Tranfnri- 
-gration and Metempfychofis of States, and Form* 
of Things : a perpetual flux and reflux of human 
events. Men die hourly, and others are hourly 
born to fupply their places. One Age treads clofe 
upon the heels of another. And we, who live 
at prefent, as we walk in the fl:eps of our Fa- 
thers, fo fhall we follow them down to the grave, 
where our Flefh, |>y a new Metamorphofis, fhall 
be turned into the bodies of Worms, Infe<Sls, and 
Serpents ; and what fhall become of our Souls is 
uncertain. 

I was born in the Reign of Sultan Achmet, from 
whom our prefent Sovereign is the fixth Emperor 

- V • that 
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bat kas afcended the glorious Throne of the Ot- 
tomans. May Qod -grant him a long Jife, and. a 
Series of years blefs'd with a continual health, and 
fi£kory over his enemies, I pray Heaven alfo to 
Berpetuate thy new Office to the laft period of the 
Kill tan's life; and, in wilhing this, I fay all that 
an be expe£ied. 

But when I refleil on the frequent and bloody 
Fragedies that have been acted in the Seraglio ' 
Rnce I can remember; and the many Sacriiicea 
■" ,t have been made of Sultans, Vizirs, Baffa^ 

' principal Minifters of State, befides the maf- 
s and butcheries of meaner perfor)s, it makes 
melancholy amidft the joys I conceive for thy 
ate Exaltation ; and fills me with fears left my 
pod wiflies to the Grand Seignior and thee, who 
rt his jight-hand, fliould, by fome finifter De- 
|3ee of Fate,. !» almoft as "foon difannull'd. as 
vonounc'd. I pray Heaven aveft my melancholy 
vefages. 

The death of the old Queen (the news of whIcH 
B hardly arrived at this Court) does but revive 
md encreafe my apprehenfion of greater Tra- 
[edies to come, becaiife one adt ot cruelty ftilj 
copagates another : Revenge is prolific, and mif- 
hief is never at a ftand. 'Tis true indeed, zs 
t is not decent to infult o'er the Aflies of il- 
uftrious Perfons ; fo neither has a loyal Muflul^ 
Ban any great reafon to mourn for the fall of 
X woman, by whofe connivance her Royal fon, 
md our late Great Mafter Sultan Ibrahim, fell 
I Sacrifice to the Mufti's indignation. 'Twas 
in unnatural part in a Mother : And we may 
ky, the divine Juftice has overtaken her, in mak- 
ing her Grandfon fign thct Warrant for her Death^ 
•nth the Confent of that very Mufti, at wl>ofo 
Inftigation. £he had confented to the. munder. of hia 
Father. 

! Ytt, after all, may flie not have left behind 
ker a party . iti the Seraglio> or a,t kail in the 
' State^ 
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State, who will ftudy to revenge her fall ^ d 
hbVever, do fome milchief to prevent their own 
Let me not feem to contradiift my own argij 
ments, and, whilft I plead againft revenge an 
cruelty, appear an Advocate For thofe inhumii 
palfions. I do not mention the furviving Crej 
tures of this unhajppy (^een, to^ excite in th 
felfc fentiments of juftice^ fufpicious Chimaera 
of a poffible Confpiracy, ana to ftimulate thi 
to punilh them by anticipation for crimes i 
which perhaps they never will be guilty, 
rather luggeft thefe things. That, after fo maj 
Tragedies in the Royal Family, a ftop may be no 
put to future mifchiefs ; left, whilft men purii 
a particular and felf-interefted revenge, the cont 
gion fhall fpread, and Cruelty become univcx 
and infinite. 

Let it fufSce, that no lefs than three of o 
Sultans have been depos'd and ftrangled widi 
thefe thirty years : Not to mention the Delii 
of Royal Blood that has bverflow'd the priv; 
chambers of the Seraglio, the prifoners of A 
Ottoman Princes, brothers or fons to the Empero 
formerly reigning. ' - j 

Thefe are barbarous cures of untiniely jea] 
loufies ; and it is pity that fuch royal maffacrtj 
fliould ever be repeated again. Why fhould thi 
Pofterity of Ottoman be in this regard the ona 
unfortunate Princes on earth ? Were it not mucl 
more noble, and equally wife, to take the meai 
furea of ^Ethiopian policy, where, to prevent fei 
dition and difcords about Succeflion, the Princa 
df the Blood are confined indeed, but to a verj 
pleafmg liberty : Whilft they have palaces, parks, 
and large fields at command ; are fervid by a 
princely train, and deny'd no lawful pleafura 
within the Pale of their Reftraint; For there is 
an exceeding high mountain in the country, the 
top of which is very fpacious, containing large 
tra<fts of Ground, many beautiful ScragliVs fur- 

3 mm 
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I'J with whatfocvw can contribirte to- the en- 
acnt of thcfe Princes, or at teaOd to compcnfate 
their want of greater liberty. This mountain 
enWron'd with a high an* ftrong waJl, having 
one entrance, and that guarded by foldiers, (S 
no man can go in or oat who has not the ' 
cror's warrant, or at Jeaft a: permiffion from 
Prime Mkrifter of State : For be, upon the 
vh of the Emperor, hnmediately cajis a Coun* 
of the fupreme Officers', who, from among 
efe imprifon'd Pi-itices, chufe him whom they 
ink moft worthy to fucceed. The reft, who 
tret felt the appetite to reign (for they are carried 
rdris place in tJieir infancy, and kept in perpetual 
Jiorance of State-Affairs) pafs away their time 
' 'lout envy, or r^pininr at the exaltation of their 
W.addiaing thwrtfelves wholly in the inno- 
ddights'of that rural life, or to the ftudy of 
C5, \Jliereof they have gre^ plfenty in their Li- 
irics, and thofe altogether treating of matters of 
' le and natural (peculation. Whereby, though 
know nothing of State-Artifices and intrigues 
aurts, yet they become able Ph'ilofo|>fiers, and 
rers!d in all the liberad Sciences. 

WouW to GO&cniT Ottomair Princes (I mean 
fce younger bfblhers) had but half this liberty 
banted them, then the Infidels would have no rea^ 
m to call the exalted Port aNeft of Vultures. 

But we muft not find fault with the adioni of 
our Sovereigns, though they tend to the fcandal 
tod ruin of the Muflulman Empire. Yet I know 
to whom I write thefe things; having often 
heard thee declaim againft this barbarous Cuftom 
rffliutting up the Royal OflFspring in a Dungeon, 
^thoutlightor comfort during their lives; which 
''wny times are alfo cruelly ihorten'd by the hands 
<tf the Executioner, 

But turning our e^ From the Tragedies of the 
M, let us fix them on the aftairs of me Nazarenes 
wAeWeft, • 

VoL,rV, H The 
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The chief difcourfe at prefent is about a marriage 
lately folemnized between the Emperor of Ger- 
n^any ^nd the Dutchefs of Mantua. She is his 
tbira wife fucceffively ; for Polygamy is not al- 
Jow'd, even to the Sovereigns in thefe rarts, where 
the Priefts bear all the fway. 

. The poft from Sweden informs us of the death 
of General Torftenfpn, of who/e exploits in Ger- 
' many thou haft often heard. That Empire is very 
unfortunate, (pending its time and vkals in m^ 
profitable Affemblies and Confults ; whilft *" 
adlive enemies take whole Provinces from 
^ith eafe ; but this tieed not grieve us* ; 

Great Atlas of the MufluTman Empire, I wil 
tbee the Continence of Scipio, the Fortune i 
Alexander^ and the Temperance ,of Cato; wh(^^^ 
when he was marching through the fahd of Lybia*l 
with his Army,, all rea3y to expire with thirft, ana 
one of his foldiers brought him his helmet full ofi 
water, as a rare prefent in that general diftrefv 
^gjratify'd the foldier for hisgift, but fpilt the wa- 
ter on the ground, faying. That fince there was not J 
^enough to fatisfy the whole army, he would not ! 
tafte a drop; and that he was unworthy tobea|i 
•General, who would riot endure as much hardihip' 
as the^meaneft Soldier* < 

Paris, ^6th of the 5th Moeii) 
ofth«Yeari6^.i, 



let: 
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LETTER XVII. 
To Naffouff; Bafla of Natolia. 



PRraife be to GOD, Lord of the* feven Hea* 
vens, and of all that is within their ck- 
aimference: Thefc Weftern Nazarenes are il- • 
np a quarrelling. They are refolved to do 
keir parts towards the fulnlling the Muflulman 
Jredi&ons, and thofe of their own Prophets, 
t makes me fmile to fee thefe Infidels cmplay- 
flg their arms againft each other, contending ■ 
iDout petty rights and poffeffions, whilft they^ 
M^left the general confervation and defence of 
^Hriftendom, from the impetuous Torrents of our 
nvincible Armies. . ' 

The Eledlor of Brandenburgh is enter'd into 
he Dutchy of Mons, with confederable forces, 
vetending to adjuft I know not what Differences " 
between Aofe whom they call Catholics and Pro- 
:eftants. 

.'Twould be too tedious for a letter to run 
Jack to. the firft Original of this War, and 
lace It down from above an hundred years 
igo to the prefent'time. Befides, 'tis of no im- 
^rt to a Muflulman, to hear a long ftory of 
ie marriages, deaths, heirs, and law difputes of 
iefe.^>etty Infidel Princes. Yet, that thou may'ft 
jnow fomething of it, I will relate the whole bu- 
inefs as brieHy as I can. • ' 

In the year 1546,- William Duke of Mons, 
Juliers, and Cleves, married Mary, the daugh- 
ter of Ferdinand I. Emperor of Germany, and 
7 this. match obtain'd of the Emperor (whom 
*cy call Csefar, a« they did the ancient Em- 
H 2 peroia 



148 LETTERS WRIT BY 

perors of Rome, whofe ^ucccflbr he pretends, to 
he) (ome privileges, touching the Succeffion of 
his Children, and th^ir Riglu of his^ Dominions i 
-and particularly, that this vaft Eftate fhould not 
be divided, but reft in the entire poireflion of one 
Heir-male ; or in default of that, it fhould de- 
fcend to the next Female ; which, as I am told, 
is a cuftom in Germany ; tHat fo the Grandezza, 
and authority of Princely Families may be fug- 
ported. 

I will not trouble thee with the particulars, 
which would take up a Volume. But- in fliort 
it appears, that, tnotwithftanding all the ftrift 
provifion that was, or could be made, this great 
Eftate, after it had rcmain'd fixty rears united, 
was at length divided between two rrinces, both 
claiming, an equal right to the whole ; yet to pre- 
vent wars and effufion of blood, each was con- 
tented with .Half. Thefe were Wolfang, Duke 
of Ncwburgh, and Erneft, Marquis df Branden- 
burgh. In whpfe Faaiilies th^ parted Succeffion 
has continued to this day. 

The occafion of the preftnt quarrel is their 
Difference of Religion ; the Duke of Newburgh 
being a Catholic, and he of Brandenburgh a 
Proteftant, It feems the Brandenburghers had 
formerly made inroads on thofe of Mons and Ju- 
liers, carrying away captive their Priefts and DeT- 
vifes from their Altars and Convents, and de- 
taining them iii^ fervitude for many years, con- 
trary to certain Articles that had been dra\¥n up 
between them. They alfo us'd them with great 
crueilty^ and committed a thoufand infolencies on 
the R<Mnan Imaums, where ever they got than in 
their power. 

Thus their affairs continued^ till the late Agree- 
ment at Miinfter. Snce which time the Duke of 
Ncwburgh endeavour'd to free his fubjefb from 
their former calamiticSji afid reftore things to tiieir 
ancient ftatc. 

The 
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The Efedlor of Brandenburg^h, msJdgg this an 
dccafion of Wiir , has how invaded the Dominions 
of the faid Doke. He is not gone in perfon, but 
has fcnt a good foldier, whom they, call Utho 
^par, with four-thcmialidmesvto begin the cam- 
paign ; who, 'tis &id, wiil be follow'd by a greater 
army. 

But^ before he .took the fields the £ie<Elor of 
Brftndenhurgh bad an Interview and Confe- 
rence with the Duke of Saxony about this aflair,,, 
who is alfo a Proteftant ; So that, 'tis thought, na 
finall difturbance will arife in the Empire. All joy 
arid peace to trtie Believers ! 
^ lie of Brandenbktrgh has cau$'d a Declara-^ 
tkm to be fpread abroad, full oiF fpecious pre* 
fences^ that £b his.conq;Mefts may be the more 
eafy. H$ talks of nothing Imt reftoiing the 
People of Juliers and Mons to their ancient 
liberties and rights, both in Civil and Reli- 

S'ous matters, promifing the faireft things in 
ic world to thofe thit bbey hiihi ^ receive 
i^is armies with friendfhip : On the other fide, 
threatenine to -treat thofe who refift him with 
the utmoft feverity that is due to traitors ana 
rebels ; and all this for the fake of twa or 
three infignificant ceremonies and opinions where* 
in they differ; mere trifles, literal whimfies, 
the fport of their DoAors^ the fpawn of wan- 
ton and luxuriant brains. For no greater was^ 
the original difference between the Lutherans 
and thofe of the Roman Church. One will 
be faved by the ftrength of his Fancy, . which 
he calls Faith, without doing any good Works 
towards it: The other toils all his- Hfe-tinae 
to merit Heaven^ and thinks he can never do 
enough to obtam his end. He wears out' the 

gavement of Churches, and makes the (kin o£ 
is knees like that of the Camel, with per- 
petual kneeling and praying: to Images and Pic- 
tures. And ^er all. they may be. both damn- 
H3 ed 
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cd for aught I know for their ill lives. Tliey 

tear and devour one another like wild beafts, 

and think to gain Paradife by their unnatural 

zeal. 

The Duke of Ncwburgh has oublifli*d a Mani- 
fefto againft the proceedings of &andenburgh, and 
folicited the Duke of Lorrain's aid, as allp that 
of Leopold Arch-duke* of Auftria. What will 
be the iflue no man. knows ; but oft-times a fmafl 
fpark kindles great fires : And it is. not impoffibl^ 
uiat this little feud mayfet the whole Empire ip. a 
flame. 

Mighty Bafla, I pray Heaven blefs thee with 
Peace, Health, and thy due Revenue. If thefc 
be not enough to make thee happy, I wifli 
thee an Increafeof Honours, and all the gloriou* 
i'atigues which Mortals court as their Way to 
hiiis. 



Paris, »6th of the yth Moon> 
'oJ lUcYear i^^u 



LET- 
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LETTER XVIir/ 
To Ufeph Baffa. 

SUfpcft me not: I have an equal efteem for 
tbee, as -I have for the other Baffa's and 
Miriifters of the Divan. But I find it difficuk 
to pleafe any. They are captious, and every 
one wouM i^avc all my Letters addrefs'd to 
kimfelf : As if I were plac'd here to ferve par^ 
ticular interefts, and not the public. Howi- 
wer, I cannot but acknowledge the tacit ho*- 
Jiour they do- me- in bring fo covetous of poc* 
Mahmut's cprrefpondence. I wifh I were in 
a condition .to<be more partial : Then I would 
quickly make thee; and fome others fenfible, which 
arc the perfons for whom I have a peculiar re- 
gard. . , 

But as the cs£e is at prefent, I muft obferve the 
Inftruflions I have received j and by turns write 
to all... i * :. ..' ,'• . 

.Wherein,, if I fail of • Arithmetical PropoFr 
tipns, ^I .will jnake .iamends by: the Rules of 
Geometry : If I write but feldom to fome, I de-» 
fire that the 'length* of my letters, and folidity of 
the matter, may- be accepted, as a proper fupple>. 
nient. 

But thoui haft no jreafon to complain on th^s 
icore, unlefs it be with thyfelf for travellin|; 
mto remote Countries^, whither I know :not 
how to follow thee with letters, or any oth^r 
J^ay. Befides, the former friendfhip, that has 
wen between us, is a fufficietit counterfcarp 
agwnft all fufpicion of negleft on my part, 
Who am a thoufend .times obliged to thee far 
H4 many 
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many icpeated favours. For the fake of GOD 
therefore, and all that is good> wound mv heart 
no more with thefe undeferved reproaches, but be- 
lieve ftedfaftly, that Mahmut can never lie ungrate- 
ful and falfe. 

Thy letter is a mifcellany of friendly com- 
plaints and cpmpliinents. Thou givcA me a 
chara£ler to which I do not pretend. 'Tis 
true indeed, and I thank GOD and my good 
Stars for it, that I wae not )ioni bKnd^ deJ, or 
dumb. Nature gave me mv Senfei fink from 
any manifcft defe^ i and J nave a» indiiffiarfiit 
^ood Memory* Wheo I was yotuMt I hid aH 
mclinatioo t» mU Books.; im Ibituiie Im 
iince favoured aie with auMfty opportunitiiefi te 
that puipofe. But I fouad the xnoft fook- 
able Study to he dM cf Mvfelf, to which ail 
the laborious pains fif Ihe dehool*^ fmd Aob* 
demies ferve only as s certaiii gfadittion aiid 
difcipline. Nay^ without thefe a man i»qr At- 
tain, all the knowiedfflr that is joeetflary tt> tbr 
accomplifemeats of m Jiatuse ; for. ib clid tbe 
£rft Philofophers, before ^Books or Letters, weie 
extant. If thou vik be peiftfiljr wdfe, md 
the A1.C0RAV, and die Uffivaaaa f aftw th^ 
perufe Thysblf ; thou wilt find oiatter a 
wonder and iaftprovenKnt in each $ but moft 
of all in the laft ^ tor Man is a Medley nf aa 
Things- 
Were this leffim well leam'd and prafiis'd m 
the Court of France^ thete would not be So maor 
little Quarrels amonf thefe Infidels ; or at leaft fucn 
petty Origin A wowd not pjnoduoe to many Bm 
toodequences. 

From die firft time the Prince of Conde witti 
bis brothers weie releas'd from their Imprifen* 
ment (wheccof I have given an account to Mh 
ne^im Aluph) there appeared much coldn^ 
in the Queen's reception of 'em, and their aa^ 
drefts to her. On both fides they weie at a 

. lofs 
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loCs how uy behave themfdves,, for alj their 
civihties were forc'd. 'Tis true, there was a 
iplcndtd umbrage of reconciliation j but it foon 
vanifli'd.. Thrir fupprefs'd paffions difcover'd 
thcmfelves by degrees, and at lengfth Broke out 
into an open ei^ity. 

The Queeii ai^ear'd fall of condefcenfioft 
and favours: But young Conde is as fuU of 
his Merits and brave Exploits ; rememberii^ 
what Services he has done to the Crown. Be, 
|Wes he is not void of fufpicion and iealoufy, 
*Mt all thofe excefles of royal? kindnefs are^ 
ftrain'd, only to render him more fecure, and 
to entrap him a fecond time with greater ad- 
vantage. The horror of hts firft Im^ifonment 
K yet fix'd in^ his mind ; from whence it will: 
not be eafy, to efface it. , Three principal for- 
vants.of tne Queen were banife'd to remove 
ajs fears, j for. he imaging them to be inftru^ 
nients of correfpeiidencu baetween the QijPQft; 
apd his oW enemy Cardinal Maxarini. Y'et 
ftepuWifliy a Declaration, fignifying, ** That 
^^ the Cardinal Ihould be for ever banifli'd^, 
^^ aot tmly &em the Courts, M ftbm tht King- 

donok." 
. Add this Moon the King, being come of Age,^ 
mvited the Prince to the Cerenjonies uftral on fuci 
•ccafions : Which Gonde a^rehended as a fflare,.. 
aa^fo fled out 6f Paris, 

The event of thefe etnergenctes.is ¥et in the- 
[iCKd Pages of D^iny- B**t i« »U likeji- 
J»«oJ a Civil War will {(Ahw. Eeopje ^rt- 
JJ^ifpcring^ eaballijifi, and makiatf parties pfi 
w«H ftdes. AH the powder in: Paris id en- 
poaed and gone; but nobpdy. kftotJirs by whom., 
ftome fay. the PHrie^ tsi pofted imo Mandeirs$. 
^rs report, that he i$i. retir'd to bis ovrrt 
w^'vcrnment, there to raife a» army.. The; 
2^ft knowing aver, that, where-eyer he t%, 
^ has tmo bmnM^ thoufaotl Sc^iuiis i^ b^xik: 
- H s, to J 
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to give life to his defigns, let them be what they 

.wiU. 

Think not . this news of fmall importance;, 
ferene BafTa-: But when thou heareft of the 
.Civil Wars among phriftians, efpecially in the 
realm of France, the firft and moft vidorious 
Empire of the Wfeft, look on thy Right hand 
and on thy I-*ft, for our holy Prophet, or his- 
{ierald is near at hand. 

Paris, S3d of the 9th Mooni 
of the Year 1651. 



: I. E T t:e r XIX. 

To iSolyman, his Coufin at Cpnftanti- 
nople. 

THOU fecft what thy Libcrtinifm has brought 
on thee. For my part I am fick in read- 
ing thy fetter, fuUof mdancholy, and the worft 
kind of Enthunafm. 

, Hadft thou foUow'd my advice: or, if that be 1 
~ contemn'd, hadft thou but obey'd the precepts 
ofthy father, an honeft man, and one that went 
down; t© the grave- in peace, thou would'ft have 
liv'd a$ hitppily as other men ^ but now thou 
art overwhelm'd with Hypochondriac vapours, 
and dreams of a filthy brain. I counfcl th^ ! 
to purge thyfelf with Hellebore 5 for thou haft 
more need'of tlhat'than'^ of Books. In all my 
life I never heard of fuch religious Nonfenfc 
from a Mufliihnan, as thy ladft letter is ftuff'd' 
with.. . 

' I have no patience to make itpedtions^ or ^' 

fwcr 
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iWer every particular Whimfey of thine. But ia 
GOD's ijame, what majkes thee fright thyfelf 
I with fuch a wrong notion of Hell ? It is a corn- 
mon Maxim in Nature, " That nothing vioknt 
-" is permanent." Either therefore the pains of the 
Damn'd are not infinitely Intenfe, or clfe they 
are not Eternal in their Duration. Thou wilt 
fey. The Alcoran itfelf aiFerts the Eternity of 
thofe Torments. But doft thou underftand the 
figurative manner of Speech us'd in that Jivine 
Book^ and in all our Ealtern Writings ? Is it 
not common to call a very high mountain, " The 
, *' Mountain of God f" As if all the mountains and 
valleys of the earth were not equally his. So> 
to exprefs an uncertain length of time,, 'tis cuf- 
tomary to ufe the Epithet [Eternal].. Thus we 
m ordinary converfation fay in Arabia, '' I love 
** you eternally ) I will ferve you, fight for. you, 
*' &c. eternally ;" and the fame of the contrary 
Paffions.: And yet we all know we-{hall live but 
a few years. 

But granting^ that the Alcoran fpeaks in a 
literal fenfe ; it does not follow, that thofe Pains 
•are without Intervals of Reafon. We read of the 
tree Zacon,. which grows in the Center of HelL: 
But who will interpret what is underftood by this 
Plant? 

Coufin, make ufe of thy Reafon^ andprailife the 
Keft Things. As for our condiltion after this Life, . 
trouble not thyfelf; for no man knows what will' 
become of him when he goes hence. However, 
we cannot believe the Supremely Merciful delights 
in Cruelty, 

There is aPath which the Eagle^has not wing'd, ^ 
nor the Serpent trac'd, though 'tis obvious to both. 
But their own rafhnefs blinds them, and they 
cannot difcern the way of the wife. There are ' 
men of tow'ring. fpeculations, and others very 
crafty; neither one nor t'other can grope out 
the dired road to Blifs. If I may advife thee,.. 
3. 1*^ 
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let Nature be thy guide. Do nothing but what 
Humanity prompts thee to : 'Tis this sdonei 
diftineuimes thee from other animals. Honour 
the Memory of thy deceafed Parents, love thj 
Friends, and be generous to thy Enemies : Do 
iuftice to all men : Obferve the Purifications and 
Prayers prcfcrib'd by the Law : But g^vt nd 
credit to the Fables of Infidels, It is common 
here among the Chriftians tx) paint Hell with 
horrid flames and Devils flying up and down 
with red hot prones, to tofs the Damn'd from 
fire -to fire. And tneii' Preachers ifiake long and 
direful harangues on the feme fubje<ft : When, all 
the while, neither they nor we know, what oi 
where Hell is, or after what manner the Wickdl 
fhallbechaflris'd. . 

Only the Illuminated . of GODIiave this Stand- 
ard of Truth 5 that both our Pains and Pleafures 
after diis Life, fliall be exadly proportion'd to our 
Virtues and Vices. There is nd Malice or In- 
^uftice in the good Creator of all things* 

Coufin, once again, let thy fehfes be awake, 
and fuffer not thy reafon to dream of thin^ wbicS 
liave no cxiftence* For, afluredly, GOD i* the 
moft impartial Judge of the Univerfib*. • 

Faris,.22d of the leth Moon, 
«£the Year i6-5x. 
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LETTER XX. 

To Endcl Al* Zadi Jaaf, Bc^erbeg of 
Dicrbekir. 

I Have not the honour to know thee in perfon^. 
but have heard of thy fame. So mortals arc 
. unacquainted with the fecrets of the fixed Stars,, 
vet we obferve their luftre and rank, and the 
Sgure they make in thofe remote Worlds. 

Thy exploits among the Curds and Georgians 
ire not unknown in thefe Parts. The Franks^^ 
that travel in the Eaft, have tranfported hither 
fiiQh a chara£)^r of thy magnanimous anions as^. 
ftiakes dXi men of honour in love with thee : And 
1 have conceived a particular veneration for thy 
virtues. May GOD encreafe them with thy 
hours,.and grant thee a Monopoly of Blifs. 

Thou art placed in an eminent Seat,, and may*ft 
with reafon be call'd Lord of Lords, as thy Title 
waports; for thou art Pofleffor of the terreftriafc 
Paradife, if we may give credit to the Tradition, 
of the Ancients, ihcy tell us, That for a time 
Adam dwelt there with his fecond Wife ; and that 
the particular place of his abode was an Ifland„en•:- 
«ompafs•d witn the rivers Euphrates^ Tygris, Pi— 
fi>n and Gibon. From whence it was caTl'd Me— 
fcpotamiaby the Gceeks ; which fignifies,/' A Re- 
gion environed with. Rivers J' 
All the Weft of Afia have a profound rtfye&t 
for this Country. And the Jews relate ftranger 
tttHies of a Tree m Dierbekir, which grew five 
^fundrcA miles high^ in the days of Adam ; which< 
Jtyfay, was cut down by an Angel,, left Mart* 
would dlmb to Heaven, by it bekire his time.. 
.$or, At feems. Ambition v^as a vice ^uly as our 
nature ; and Adam was no fooner feniible that he. 
^^a Man,. but he zfpir'dXo be a.Gpd, orfome- 

thing 
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thing like one. So great a charm is there in honour 
and authority. 

They fay alfo', tliat Abraham was Born in this 
Region . However, 'tis certain, if there be any cer- 
tainty in Records and Hiftories, that he refided 
there a confideraWe time. But thou knoweft beft 
what Traditions thy fubjefts have of thefe things. 

The Chinefe and Indians laugh at all thisj as a 
Romance of later Date than their Chronicles, 
which makes, thofe extremities of the Eaft- to ble 
the Stage of the fi'rft Mortals. Inftead of Adam 
and Eve, or Alileth, they affert the Names of the 
original Parents of Mankind to be Panzon and 
JPanzona; whofe Offspring, they fay, continued ten 
millions of years,; but at length were all deftroyed 
irom the Earth. by a tempett from Heaven. After 
whom, they tell us, GOD created Lontizam, a 
man with two. Horns, each as big and tall as a 
Tree in that country, which, they call the Plant 
of GOD, being the largeft and hrft of the Vege-. 
tables. This man's Horns being, pi-olific^ accord- 
ing to their Tradition, oui of the Right fprang a, 
thoufand men every day for a hundrea years ; and 
Z'3 many women out of the Left in the fame fpaee.. 
From whom djefcended all Mortals of . both /exes 
to this day; though we are. much diminiihed h 
feulk, thro' the general decay, of human Nature. 
y.or thefe People affirm. That the firft Race of 
Men were all Giants ; but that, through intempe- 
rance and other vices, their Offspring fhrunk by 
degrees into fmaller d i men lions, ,, 'till at : length 
they arriv'd at the prefent ftature, and appeard 
like Pygmies in comparifon of th^ primitive fons 
of Lontizam, In .confirmation of this, thei Indiaiifi 
fhew to Travellers fome of thiclr , Temples hewn* 
outofvaft rocks, with .the Images .of thofe Gi- 
gantic, men, who they fay yvre^e employ^ in the 
work. Thefe they honour as H^ocs, or IJemir 
Gods. . . . , 

. I do not relate this for truth, but only, to divert 
thee, in reprefenting ,the differeat opinions pf m^fl- 
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GOD only knows how to feparate the Truth from 

) FaUhood in Hiftories. 

( But to return to Dierbekir : This Country is 
famous for the Tower of Babel, built by Nimrod 
and his Followers ; at that time the Languages 
were confounded, as Mofes relates. 'Tis re^ 
markable alfo, for the Battle fought between the 
Parthians and Romans at Harran ; and for; the 
death of Caracalla, the fon of Severus, Emperor of 
Rome, who was murder'd by Macrinus, the Ro- 

jman General. Thefe Emperors were ajlcall'd 

i Caefars, as the Kings of Egypt were eallM' Pha- 
raohs and Ptolemies. It fcems, the word Caefar 
was firft apply'd to Julius the Roman Di6lator, for 
that, his mother dying under the pains whieh were 
to give him life, her belly was ript up, and he 
drawn forth from her womb ^ by the hands of a 
Surgeon, in memory of which, he and all his Sue- 
ceftors were call'd Caefars ; that word fignifying 
[drawn forth by violence.] But howfoever the 
manner of his birth was, this is certain. That he^. 
and forty of his Succeflbrs, were hurry'd out of the 
world by untimely deaths : For they either laid yio- 
tent hands on. themfelves, or were murdered by 
Traitors- 

If thou wourdeft hav^ any news out of thefe 
Parts, the chief difcourfe at prefent is, of a great 
viftory obtained by the Polanders againft the Cof- 
fecks and Tartars. And I could wifli this were 
all : But the Nazarenes are continually made joy- 
ful with the fuccefs of the Venetians againft the 
arms of the invincible Empire. They beat us by 
Sea, and baffle all our attempts by Land. We 
have not got an inch of ground in Candia, during 
the laft Campaign, but loft many thoufands of 
^en, and brought the name of the fuDlime Porte and 
vidorious MuffuUnans, into contempt and fcorn. 
Where the fault lies GrOD knows. *Tis too me- 
lancholy a theme to infifton particulars. 

Don Juan of Auflria has alfo befieg'd Barcelona 
"^y fea and land» 

Several 
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Several Aitefts of Parliament are here publifiiej 
a^inft the Prince of Conde and his Adherents; and 
*tis r^ported, the^King will recall Cardinal Maxa- 1 
rini from his banifhmcnt. 

Illuftrious Prince and Governor of a happy Re- 
gion, I beg thy favourable conftru&ion of this ; 
addrefs. And thus* in reverence, I defift, fulf ; 
of dutiful and aflfeAionatc vows for thy profpc-j 
fity. 

Pvi«, 19th of the f ith Mooi^». 
•f ihe Year t6^h^ 
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LETTER i. 

To Abdcl Melcch Muli Omar, PreU 
£deiit of ^ Cdlcge of Sciences at 
Ttt. 

TH O U haft fomerl^r icceiv'd a letter fronr 
^ me^ whei^in I mention'd the Tenets of a 
^^n French Phitofopher. who maintains that 
tne Earth moves like the reft of the Planets, and 
«c Sun flands ftill, being the Center of this our 
^Wd: For he aflerts that Aere are many. 

The name of this Sage is Des Cartes, renown* 
^ throughout the wmd for his learning and 
Jfnowledge. He lays as a Bafis of all his Philo- 
sophy this (hort PoUtion and Inference, i think, 
^hkupors I AM. In this alone he is dogma« 
ucal, allowing a lawful Scepticiim in all the un« 

certaift 
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certain Deduftions which may be drawn from 
it. 

Pardon me, oraculous Sage, if I exoofe before 
thee my infirmities. I am naturally diftruftful of 
all things. This temper puts me upon perpe- 
tual Thinking. And that very aft'convinces me 
of the Truth of my Being, according to the Me- 
thod of the Philofopher. But what I am, I know 
not. Sometimes I fancy myfelf no ' more than a 
Dream or Idea of all th'ofe other things which 
men commonly believe do really cxift; a mere 
imagination of pofEbilities. And th'at all, whiijh 
we call the WoHd, is but one grand Chimaera, of 
Nothing in Mafquerade, 

At other times, when thefe wild thoughts are 
vanifh'd, and my fpirits, tired in purfuit of (uch 
abftrafted Whimfies, begin to flag, and that my 
Jower fenfes,.awak'd by fome prefent pain or plea- 
furc, rouze my fleeping appetites j when 1 am 
touch'd with hunger, tJiirft, or cold, or. heat, and 
find experimentaDy I am fometbiiig that cannot be 
a mere thought or a dream, but of a compofition 
^wbich ftand3 in need -of meat," ^inkf» gvniento) 
and other neceflkries ; when, rather than fr^t my- 
felf with vain and endlefs ferutiniesy I tamely 
conclude I am that which I call a Man ; I hv the 
Sceptic afide, and without any farther fcriiples or 
doubts falj round to eating, drinking, or any otjier 
^efrefhments my nature craves "for. 

But no fooner have I tafted thefe delights, when 
my old diftemper returns apin. -I theiy confidj* 
myfelf as a Being capable of happinefs ormiferyiR 
fome degree : as I mall poffefs or want thofe very 
delights I juft before eh joy'd. This is a fuifici«nt 
damp to a thinking man, when he kMows that he 
ftands i> need of any thing ottt-o^ himfelf. B"^ 
•^tisfar greater, when he will- take the. pains to 
fiumbcr all the trairt of his*' p'ar^cular neceffities^ 
whicb he is^ not. fure he IhaU always- be- able » 
fopply. • ' . ' . 
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This makes me prcfcntly conclude, that, as 
lam indebted to other creatures for my fenfible 
happinefs, ib I owe my very Being to lomething 
beiides myfelf. I examine my Onginaljt and find 
I am bom of' men and women, who 'were in 
the fame _ indigent c^rcumftances as myklf : 
And that it is not only fo with my particular 
family, but with all mankind j our whole hu- 
man race being born natural Mendicants from 
the Wonib. As fopn as we breath the vital 
air, we cry 5 and, with thefe inarticulate Prayers^ 
beg for help and protection from others, without 
wnofe generous aid we could not fubfift a Mo- 
ment: So poor and beggarly a thing is man, 
from his birth : this is the condition of all : 
Neither is a King* any more exempt from thajj 
common Charafter ot Mortals, than the Slave 
who fweeps the Streets. 

If I could have refted in' this thought, I 
mould have been happy : For it would have had 
^is influence on me, either to convince me, that 
I ought to be content with the condition to which 
^wasbom, or, to rid myfelf out of fo defpicable a 
K^e by death. ' ' • 

But, alas ! one thought produces another : And, 
™n the contemplation of our prefent mifery. in 
AisLife, I fall to thinking what will become of 
^s after Death. For as we know not what or 
where we were before we came into this World : 
10 there is no human certamty. whithei* we ihall 
p) or in what Condition we mall ^)e, when we 
leave it : And therefore, it wotifd b^ ^ unpardo- 
nable madnefs, to throw myfeff headlong into 
a ftatfe of which I have no account. And to 
avoid the little miferies of this life, which muft 
n^vean end onetime or bther^ caft myfelf down a 
"ccipice (for aught I know) of intotefable Tor- 
^nts, which has no Bottom: 
p 1 hear the Philofophers talk of Immortality, th0 
'^Oets of Elifium* the Ghriftian Priefts of Heaveir,- 

HeU,. 
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Hell, and Pur^iatory ; the Indian Bramins of Tnmt 
migration : But I know not what or which I have 
reafon to believe of sdlthefe. 

I fpeak after Ac manner of Philofoiihers, for^ 
if we come to the Faith, the cafe h alter'd^ 
Think not. I befecch tbee^ that I c^ll in qneftion 
the facred Oracks^ the R^evelations of the Sent of 
GOD, But I only acquaint thee how my natural 
Reafon hatters me withdouhts, 

I fee men every where Diofeffing (bme Reiigioa 
er other ; paying divine Honours to fome fuperior 
Being, or Beings, according as they have bcca 
educated : Whidi many times tempts me to Aink^ 
that Religion is nothing but the EiFeSs 6f Edii- 
tation. ^ 

Then I wonder how men, when they come 

Sears of difcrction, and their Reafon is able to 
iftinguilh between things probaUe, and mereRo* 
manoes^ can ftiU retain uie Errors of ^'^^^j^ 
fancy. Tis natural for children to be wheedles' 
or aw*d into a Belief of what their Parents, N^uv 
fes, or Tutow teach them. But, when theycomt 
of age, they feon ledily their miflexl underfbuid^ 
ings, in all things, fave the aiFairs of ^j?^ 
Intbisthey are diQdren fiill, tenacious of thie ucred 
Fables of their Pricftr^d obAmatc in maintaui^ 
ingthem, Ibmetimea even to death. ' 

It puzzles me to find out the cauie of (o nrang^ 
an eifeft, that men other ways endued with mature 
judgment, and an extraordinary fagacity in »» 
things elfe, fliould yet be Fools in Matters of Re- 
ligion, and believe things inconfiflent with thr 
common Senfe and ReaCbn of Mankind. 

I could never give credit to the Hiftories of w^ 
. ancient Pagans, which acquaint us with the de- 
voijt Adoration they paid to the Creatures of the 
Painter or Carver, did I not fee the iame p^^* 
tifed among the Chriftians; or^ that thofe wxft 
old men could fwallow the forgeries of their 
Priefts concerning the Qods and Ooddefies, weit 



A SPY AT PARIS, 16^ 

I not an cye*witnefs how bitrotted the modern 
Nazarenes are to the Lcg^ends or their Saints, and 
the Jews to thofe msxt ridiculous Figments of the 
Tdmud. 

It peiplexes me to fee Mankind generalty Ia« 
touring under fo great a darknefs, not fo much 
Aceffeft of Ignorance as of Superftition : To be- 
hold men well vers-'d in- Sciences, and all kinds of 
human Learning ^ yet zealous aflerters of mani- 
fcftoontradidions in matters of Divinity, rather 
than oppofe, or fo much as examine, the Tradi* 
ticms of their Fathers. 

When I behold Mankind divided into fo many 
innumerable different Religions in the World, all 
vigopoufly propagating their own Tenets, either 
hy iubtlety or violence, yet few or none feeming 
ky their piajaice to believe what they with lo 
much ardour prrfcfs ; I couH almoft think that 
Acfevai-ious ways of Worfhip were firit invented' 
ly Politicians 5, each accommodating his Model to 
tbe inclinations, of the People whom he defign'd to 
tijcnmvent. 

But vhen on the other fide I confider there 

rars fomething fo natural and undifeuis'd in 
foriotts zeal and unconquerable obftinacy of 
«e greateft part ; I am as ready to join with Car- 
^^rt, and conclude, that all this Variety of Reli- 
©ons depends on the different Influence of the 
Stars. This was a famous Philofopher in Europe ; 
^!^ hpld, that the Religion of the Jews ow'd its 
wiginal to the forces of Saturn ; that of the Chrif- 
{J^ns to-Jtipiter ; and ours to Mars. As for the 

Sans, he aiEgns to them many Ctoftellations 
_ Afpcas. . 

*hus there is fo equal an appearance of truth 
^ filfltood in every Religion, that I Ihould 
^t know how, in human reafon to fix on 
any. ' - 

Superftition. renders a man a fool, and, Scepti- 
^uAisenooi^tamake him mad. To believe all 

Things 
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Things is above Reafon ; to give .credit to no* 
thing IS below it : I will keep the middle path, an4 
direct my Faith by Reafon, 

That Faculty tells me. That, if I were in* 
clined to adore the fun, moon, and ftars, for 
their beauty and influence, I might on the fame 

f' round worfhip my own Eyes, without which 
could not behold their tempting fplendors; 
Or, I might as well pay divine honour to that 
more intimate Senfe my Feeling, or any of 
my other Senfes which only render me capable 
to know the virtue ' of thele Luminaries. The 
fame may be faid of the Elenients, and all vifible 
Beings. T j 

What then fhall I adore, or to whom fliall 1 
return thanks for all the Bleifing? I enjoy (for 
even in this miferable life I tafte feme happi- i 
nefs) ? To what Being, I fay, fliall I addrefs | 
my Vows and Supplications, tor all the good 
that I poflTefs and want ? Is it to any thing 
that I have feen, or can fee^ or that I can re- 
prefent to myfelf under a hgure ? Is it to any. 
part of the tfniverfe, or no ? No.. To the whole , 
complex together ? No. I have a thoufand kind 
thoughts for the fun, moon, and ftars, for. the ; 
elements* and many other comppuiid creatures.. 
My Soul, and that of the World, are Unifons. 
But 'tis the profound Depth of Eternity, the in- 
finite; and immortal, who is the Diapafon, and 
makes perfe(Sb harmony. 

To that Being which has no Refemblance, 
neither is divided into Parts, nor circumfcrib'a 
with Limits, whofe Center is every where. Cir- 
cumference no where^ who hath neither Be-*, 
ginning nor End : To the only Omnipotent, 
from whom all other things flow j and to whom 
they all return ; to whoni I owe ' all that I 
hkve, and will pay what I can.' Aiid lome- 
thing by his determination I am indebted, and 
will difcharge it to thee. Orient Light of t^^ 
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iilorefco Muflulmans ; that is, the Duty of an 
lumble Slave, in begging Pardon for this Prc- 



iimptioa, 

Ptris, T4th of the ad Moon, 
ofthe Year 165^. 
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To the K^imacham. 

>T^WAS the contemplation of Ifouf Eb*n 
X Hadrill, an Arabian Philofopher, that all 
m were at firft created in a State of War : For 
m S^gft gave no credit to the Writings of Mofes, 
^c Jewifli Hiftorian, and Prophets ;-neither could 
gy arguments perfuade him to believe. That all 
Mortals dcfceiided from Adam. 'Twas an Ar- 
gde of his Faith, That in the Infancy of the 
Tjorld men were form'd of the prolific Slime 
w the Earth, impregnated by the vigorous 
yvarmth of the Sun, and that all other Ani- 
jjjals had their Original in the fame manner ; But 
™, in procefs of time, the richnefs of the Semi* 
^ Soil being exhaufted by a continual fpon- 
^nfious Produftion of living creatures, there was 
1^ other way to perpetuate the various kinds of 
*^?gs, and multiply the Inviduals, but by the 
jrdinary/method of Generation. For which rea- 
[011 Nature feems to have fubdivided every Species 
>ate two Sexes. 

Hence this Philofopher concludes. That at firft 
^« was no nearer relation between man and 
^ then tbexe is now betwixt a lam and a 

iheepj 
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Oieep, or any other differeiit kttKh ot animals ; 
faving only. That as thefe arc *ftmgtiHhed hf 
their Terms, in four footed-beafts^ fowk, iSbe^ 
and creeping things, fo men aflum'd to them-« 
felves the charader of ralaoii^ cFeatures : And a^i 
Principle of Self-Prefervation was the firft ^oundl 
• of a tacit and common League between men, again^- 
the reft of their Cellow-animals ; efpecially againfti 
tboffty which, made a more. frighmiX figiue om 
earth than we do, and feem'd more rapacioust, 
and inclined to mifchiefe 5 fuch as dragons, tigersli 
bears, lions, &c. ^^ 

But notwithftanding this general afibciation of 
our Race, againft the more favage and lierca 
troops of Beaftsi yet one maa ftood ftill upon 
his guard againft another : And all the Sons rf 
the Earth endeavoured to maintain the poft* 
wliidi nature had allotted: eaxdi n»n; AatisTth^ 
place T^ere he was flrftfiDTm'd, and draw breadi. 
B«t thmgs cojiid not laft long in this ft^te 9 
Fob eiAter by Infttndt or Reafcn.{oall it wOiitK- 
yoa;wriM, fays^diiV Autfior) men being ft«i#hteH- 
ed^ for want of ftuits, on fpurr'd on by ibme fe^ 
cret dcfireFo$ novelty^ foon went outof t^r b<Hin^ 
andeacouitoer'd each other^ more by chmce tliaii- 
defign : wAcnee aiofe tl« firft occafions of a^ualf 
war : tor eroy Stl^anger appeared like an Invader s 
they xiaturaily ftaitledand ftiC^ettd oteh other^ 
Reciprocal paffions of chrfer fprung* in theii» 
bficafts ; and every man, to prevent the eth£t of 
hia^wn fears and ^prehenfions, riifli^d Off his 
neighbour; who^was,^ on the feme giKHmd; as» 
ready foraaaflaultas^himfelf. Thus an univerfal 
War <»minenc*dinf the World, which, by various 
methods of improvement^ was caiwed on bV the 
fttca^ng GenemtiMs, and c<mtiiiii?di to tho'Di^.. 
lent time. *^ 

As for fife Originalc of Government, the p^^ 
ticidar time-e»iiH)t be» deteriftiriy 5 but? it m» 
be fuppoied^ diai mm generidly finding, tfee it^ 

• ' 5 convenience 
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donvenience of thefe private perfonal combats, 
md by degrees arriving to greater maturity of 

Kericnce, form'd themfelves at firft into little 
ieties and Friendftiips, or as they dwelt near 
me another, or as they agreed in fome common in- 
iinations, principles, and interefts. From which 
ball Affociations they gradually fpread into larger 
Communities, living under certain laws and ob- 
ligations of mutual peace, juftice, and affiftance 
towards each other, and of defence againft their 
Bommon enemies : Some living under the form 
Df a Commonwealth, others of a Monarchy i 
sach Body of men fetting\ip fuch a Model, as beft 
hited their own intereft and neceffities. From 
jience fprung the diftindion of Nations, King- 
ioms, and Empires. Thus far the Arabian Phi- 
^rfbpher. 

But, without enquiring into the truth of his 
Principles, one would think, that fome of the 
Wdtern Nazarenes were his Difciples. And in- 
deed all civil diffenfions feem to be grounded on 
Ae fame Maxims. Whilft men, on the leaft 
difcontent or jealoufy, lay afide thfe obedience they 
lawre to their Sovereigns, claiming I know not 
irhat natural Right to defend themfelves againft 
dieincroachments and ufurpations of others. 

Thus no fooner was it fuppos'd here. That the 
King intended to recall Cardinal Mazarini from 
his Exile ; but the Parliament of Paris, who are 
fccret friends to the Prince of Conde, publifh'd 
an Arreft againft the Cardinal, whereby all per- 
^ns are forbid to contribute towards the return 
of this Minifter : And ordering, that his Library, 
with all his moveables, (houTd be fold, to raife 
a fum of ^ hundred and fifty thoufand Livres ; 
which is promifed as a reward to thofe wh» 
fhall either take him prifoner*, or kill him. They 
alfo petitioned the Duke of Orleans to make the 
utmoft ufe of his authoritv againft the Cardi- 
nal ; who thereupon raifea confnlerable troops. 
Vol. IV. I and 
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and gave the command of them to the Duke o{ 
BeauTord. 

In the mean time the Cardinal b not idle, 
but, with what force he has, performs fome* con- 
fiderable a£lion in his own defence. He has 
taken Prifoner an eminent Counfellor of Par- 
liament. The Parliament fent a Trumpet to 
demand his releafe. This meffenger was rejedei 
Whereupon the Parliament are taking new me* 
thods. 

The Prince of Condc has fent a letter and re- 

Sueft to the Parliament, defirins; them to fufpcnd 
fcie Exectition of tKe Arrcft publifh'd againft him; 
fmce the time given him to lay down his arms 
was not yet expired, and that the Cardinal was 
returned into the Kingdom, contrary to the Prohi- 
bition fign'd by the King. 

But, riotwithftanding all thefe traverfes, Maza- 
Tini is come again to the Court, which is now 
kept at Poitliers ; where he was received with in- 
finite refpeft and carefTcs by the Kine, the Queen, 
and all his friends. Animofities daily increafe 
tetween the different parties: Private grudges 
are improved to public fa£^ions :. An uni venal 
peeviflinefs has ponefs'd the hearts of the French 
nation: They are alarm'd and offended at one 
another's looks. If a man fmiles too much, or 
too little in converfmg with his friends, 'tis 
enough to give him the charadler of an tntmy^ 
or at leaft to render him fufpe6ted. So that he, 
who would live peaceable here at this jundure, 
had need to be well (killed in all fecrets ot 
Phyfiognomy, and make frequent ufe of his look- 
ing-glafs J left an oblique caft of his ejre, ot 
fatyncal wrything of his nofe, fhould be inter- 
preted for fymptoms of hidden maRce. For now 
they'll fpy Treafon in every feature of a man's 
face. 

As for me, when I go abroad, I conform to all 
cpmpaAies yet altcc not my Addxds ; I neither 

play 
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play the Ape, nor counterfeit a Statue : But ob- 
fcrving a Medium, I pay a civil refpecl: to all, 
vithovt being courtly or rude; for this car- 
riage beft fuits with my circumftances. Hence 
it IS that nobody fuipefts the plain, deform'd, 
blunt, crook-back'd Titus of Moldavia, to be 
what I am really, Mahmut the Slave, of the ex- 
ited Port, 

Paris, 14th of the id Moon* 
cjf the Year 1651. 



LETTER III. 

To the Reis EfFendi, Principal Secretary 
of the. Ottoman Empire. 

THE Pr'nce of Conde's taking up arms ha$ 
tnoie puzzled the counfels oF the King of 
France, and more embarrafs'd his affairs, than any 
occurrence that has happen'd fince the death of 
his father. 

I have already inform'd the Kaimacham and 
others of all palfages hitherto relating to thefe in-^ 
teftine Broils ; fince which they feem to be im-* 
prov'd into a War, wherein foreign nations take 
a part. After the return of Cardinal Mazarini 
to this Court, the Prince of Conde was driven to 
great ftreights ; being compelled by the fwift 
marches of the King's army to retire to feourdeaux : 
Where, confidering that it would not be fo much 
his intereft to keep this place, as to encreafe his 
.forces, he fj&nt Envoys to the King of Spain, and 
Arch-duke Leopold in Flanders, to defire their 
aififtancc. 

The former immediately difpatched a^Vay or-- 

ders for a confiderable body of men to approach the 

confines' of Gafcoigne, where the Prince had a* 

I 2 great 
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great intereft ; and the latter fent him eight thou- 
laud rnen^ to aft on the fide of Flanders, and to- 
ward Pans, as occafion ofFer'd. 

This is the particular game of the Spaniards, 
to take advantage of the Civil Wars in this king- 
dom, that fo, by affifting the weaker party, they 
may balance the contefting power of the nation, . 
and keep 'em in a perpetual quarrel ; whilft in the 
Interim they gain ground, recover the places 
which the French took from 'em in time of do- 
meftic peace, and fo pave the way to new Con- 
quells* 

In the mean time the Parliament fent Deputies 
to the King, befeeching him to remember his 
Roy;J word, by which he had for ever baniflied 
Cardinul Mazarini, and reprefenting to him the 
fatal confequences which were like to proceed , 
from his return. But the King, inftead ot com- 
plying with their reaueft, caus'd an Edidl of 
Council to be publifha, which juftify'd his con- 
duit in this matter. 

He alfo writ a Letter to the Parliament full of 
complaints, that they bad not yet publifli'd any 
Order to hinder the entrance of a Foreign Army 
into the Kingdom. But all fignificd nothing to 
men p^fTionately bent to maintain the Prince of 
Conde's quarrel againft their Sovereign. He has 
but few trufty Men in that Senate, and they are 
over-aw'd by the reft. Befides, the Duke of Or- 
leans bears a ftrange fway, both in the Parliament 
and Country. 

At the iniligation of the Prince, the citizens 
of Orleans fliut up their gates, when they heard 
the King was coming that way in his return to 
Paris : Yet the country was open for the Prince of 
Conde a fubjeA : he travell'd up and dov/n the 
Provinces to make new interefts, and confirm the 
old, leaving the command of his. army in Gaf-, 
coigne, to his brother the Prince of Cpnti, 

There have been many fkirmifhes and encoun- 
ters bftwc^n the King's forces, and thofe of the 
. ; Male- 
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Male-contents, and one fierce combat, whereiii 
the Prince of Conde defeated the Vanguard of the 
King's army, as he was marching to this city : 
Whereby, getting the ftart of his Sovereign,. h?a 
arriv'd here and was receiv'd in the Parliament, 
whilft the Monarch was forc'd to lie encamp'd in 
the field. 

The Prince found a different reception, ac- 
cording to the various humours of people: The 
greatelt part favoured him ; and he received infi- 
nite careffes from the citizens of Paris : But -met 
with fome oppofition from perfons of higher 
Rank, and more fled faft Loyalty to the Crown. 
The Duke of Orleans is his greateft friend, and 
one for whom the Parliament have a great defe- 
rence : Not fo much in contemplation of his wit 
and policy, as for the fake of his near relation to 
the Crown, he being uncle to the pre fent King; 
Whereby he has a right to afTtime more autho- 
^'ity than others, in regulating the diforders of the 
Court; among which the greatefl is eftecm'd that 
of Cardinal Mazarini's return. 

In a word, both parties ferve themfelves of 
thofe who have the greateft intereft, and are moft 
likely to compofe the quarrel. The cxil'd Qiicen 
of England and herfon, who have taken fandtuarv 
m this Kingdom from the perfecutions of their own 
fubjefts, make it their bufinefs to mediate ber 
gvecn the Court-party and the fa£ti.on of tlie 
rrinces, ...... t 

The Prince of Cqndjs alfo fent Deputies -to the 
^^^g, to reprefent to him, that the onfly means^ 
to give quiet to the State was to banifh the Car^ 
dinalMiniftef : And, as they were delivering their 
*ddrefs, Mazarini came in, at the fight of whom 
It^^ aggravated their charge, and faid to his face. 

That he was the caufe of all the EVILS 
. which the kingdom fuffer^d." The Cardinal, 
JJ^^rupting theiti, turn'd to the King, and faid. 

Sir, It will not be jufl that fo flouri&ing a 
I 3 **^ kingdom. 
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** kingdom, and to whofe grandeur I have cd»- 
'* tributed all that lay in my power, fhouH ruiir 
•' itfelf for my fake j therefore I humbly intreat 
** your Majeily to grant that I may return to my 
** own country, or whitherfoever my fortune 
*' fhall call me. No, no, replied the Queen (not 
** without fome paffion) this cannot be granted: 
** The King had never more need of your coun- 
*' felsthan at this junfture : Wc cannot confent, 
** ,that fo ferviceable a man fbould be banifh'd on- 
*' ly to humour his enemies j therefore let us hetf 
*^ no more of that." 

The Deputies, perceiving nothing of hopes, re- 
turned to raris. Then the Parliament deputed 
others to go to the King, and remonilrate the de- 
plorable ftate of the Realm. Thi« was done t 
few days ago. 

In the mean time, we have been alarm'd here 
in the city, with daily infurredions of the mul-. 
titude. The occafion was, fome private orders 
v/hich the Duke of Orleans had given to thcFro- 
voft of the Merchants, relating to his charge, ani 
the welfare of the city. This being *mifunder- 
ftood by the people, who have not the fenfe to 
diftinguifh the good offices of their Governors 
from injuries, put 'em all into a tumult. They 
aflaulted the. Provoft in his -coach, as he wa« 
paifing the ftreets : And, had he not efcaped into an 
Apothecary's ihop, they vwuld, perhaps^ in thejf 
fury, have torn him in pieces j for fo they ferved 
his coach, as an after revenge. 

I am weary of beholding the malicious quar- 
rels of thefe Infidels. But when I confidcr, that 
their difcord« w^ill be inftrumental to the future 
conqucft of the true Believers, I am patient and 
refign'di 

However, 'tis one comfort to me in this thoray 
Station, that one time or other, inftead of the 
perpetUfil jangling of bells in Paris, I may again 
have the happinefs to hear the Muezins cry on the 
Minansts .in- Conftantinople, '* There is but Ono 
. ** God, 
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•* God, and Mahomet his Prophet." Or if I {hall 
jot live to enjoy this wifli, yet, in the invifible 
Jtate, I (hall hear the fame cry^ and fliall be paft 
doubt of thofe things, whereot I have no certaintv 
m this life. 

Paris, a 9th of the 4th Moon, 
of the Year 1652. 



LETTER- IV. 

:To Cara Hali, Phyfician to. the Grand 
Signior. 

3p HE Chriftians feem to have too proud an 
L opinion of themfelves, and fet a greater 
Tk*^ ^2* human Nature than fuits with reafon'r 
^5^affert, that all things were made for man, 
I Jr. T^^ **\°* ^^^ of ^is Fellow-Creatures ; as if 
! ^Jd had given him an abfolute dominion over the 
j Kit of his Works, cfpecially over the Animal Ge- 
I Deration^, and that all the birds of the air, beafts 
ot xht earth, and fifh of the fea, were created only 
to ferve his appetite, and other neceffities of life. 
! f remember a letter I formerly fent to thee, where- 
I .|n 1 difcourfed of the Cartehan Philofophers, and 
i their contempt of the beafts, in denying them 
■ ^ouls, or the Ufe of Reafon. 
I ^ive me leave to entertain thee now, and di- 
y^jjniyfelfwith fome farther remarks on this fub- 
Mt. 'Tis arefuge from melancholy, when I can 
I «ius freely difcover my thoughts to a friend, who I 
1 "^now will not be partial to the truth. 

1 have been Ionian advocate for the Brutes, and 

! navfi endeavoured both to abftain from injuring 

I ^em myfelf, and to inculcate this fundamental 

Pomt of jufticc to athers. This is owing to the 

i 1 4 Ex-^ 
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Example and Philofophy of Mahummed, the Ere- 
mite in Arabia, that Light and Glory of religious 
Men. And, were it not that my humour is to be 
doubtful in all things, the influence of his conver- 
fation would make me a profefs'd Pythagorean, a 
Difciple of the Indian Brachmans, a Champion 
for the Tranfmigration of Souls. j 

The laft Letter, fave one I writ to that Solita- 
ry, was upon this fubjeft ; fuch a one as would 
divert him in his Cave, It contained an account of 
the primitive manner 6f life, pra6tifed by the 
Ancients, a Narrative of the Golden Age, a Hiftory i 
of human Innocence, and the Steps which men 
firft took to ufe Violence and Cruelty to their Fel- 
low Creatures. Now I will prefent thee with 
fome additional obfervations, (ome remnants of 
fome antiquated truth, glean 'd from Philofophers 
and Hiftonans, and winnow*d from the Chaff of 
Error and Superftition. 

Who would not believe the Beafls to be endued 
with Reafon, when he beholds them perform all i 
the aft ions of rational creatures with more caution, 
though Icfs pride than men ? They are more pro- 
vident than we, and much more fubtle in avoiding 
any affliftion or danger. Witnefs Thales thePhi- 
loiopher's Mule, which he often employed to cany 
fait to a certain market ; but the cunning Bcaft, 
finding herfelf over-loaded, when (he was paffing 
through a river, lay down, whereby the water, 
penetrating into the facks of fait, melted it away, 
and lightened her burden. And this was her con- 
ftant praftice, 'till the Philofopher, perceiviiig 
himfelf thus out-witted by his Beaft, was refolyed 
to circumvent her another way. Wherefore, in- 
ftead of fait, he loaded her with wool, which he 
knew would grow heavier by being wet. But the 
wary Mule, fenfible of the difference of her burden, 
would couch no more in the water ; but, feeing 
no other remedy, went forward on her journey. 

Who will not admire the wifdom of the Fox 
in cold Countries, which the inhabitants ufe as a 

guide 
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guide when they would palis over any frozen laWe 
or river ? For this creature going before them^ 
lays her ears clofe down to the. ice,, and liftens , 
to try if ftie can hear any motion or Qoife of the 
water running underneath; which ir Ihe.does^ 
fhe will not venture on the ice ; but, if all be ftill, 
then by a logical Deduction fhe concludes, the ice 
is thick enough to bear pafiengers; and fo fhe 
leads the way, whilfl the men follow. 

When a dog is hunting in the thick woods, and 
by chance comes to a place where three paths meet, 
hefirft fcents the one, then the other; and per- 
ceiving, that the game is not gone by any of thoTe 
two ways, he' throws himfelf ivviftly forward in the 
third, without fuch a particular Application of his 
nofe. Which is an evident argument, that he 
makes ufe of the like choice we ourfelvcs (hould 
do. 

And now I have mention 'd this creature^ I can- 
not forbear celebrating theif virtue and fidelity^ 
whereof we have daily experience j and th.ere 
are many pleafant examples recorded by grave 
Hiftorians. : 

Such is that of Hyrcanus, a dog belonging to 
Lyfimachus, who would never depart from the body 
of his dead mafter, but, following to the Funeral 
Pile, leap'd into the fire, and was burned foi» 
company. 

But the gratitude of a Lion to a certain. Slavcf in 
Rome, is beyond all parallel. This Slave was one 
of thofe who were appointed to combat with wild 
Beafts in the Amphitheatre, according to the cuftom 
of the ancient Romans, in the public fliows which 
^erccxhibitjed to the people. As foon as the Lion 
w^as let loofe in the pavement he ran furioufly at the 
Slave ; but, coming nearer, he ftopp'd ona fudden,, 
^ one aftonifhed : Then he came gently towards 
jjie Slave, fawnine; upon him, and licking his 
^d, which caus'dall the people to give a mout. 
Tnc Emperor being prefent, and taking notice of 
1 5 the 
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the fecming friendffaip and acquaintance that was 
between the Slave and the Lion, feat for the Slave, 
and enquired the occafion of fo ftrange an ac- 
cident. To whom the Slave made the following 
relation. 

" My name, faid he, is Andredus, aj^ I am 
" Slave to a certain ProconfuL who having deter- 
** min'd to kill me, I ihaae my efcape, and 
" hid myfelf in a cave ; where I had not lain 
** long, before this Lion, which you now fee, 
** came in, being very lame of one foot. As 
•* foon as he efpy'd me, he came limping tOr 
** wards me, and flrjtched forth the paw that 
" was wounded, as though he begg'd of me 
" to eafe him. Affrighted as I was, I took: 
*' his paw in my hand, and pull'd out a great 
** ragged thorn which ftuck fall in it. Then 
'* I wafted the wound with my own watcf^ 
** whilft he lay very patiently 'tifl I tborough- 
** ly drefs'd it. The eafe he found by my ap- 
** plication made him fall afleep ; and when he 
** awak'd, he lick'd my hands^ and fliew'd other 
•* fi^ns of afieftion and gratitude. I Jived witli 
** him thus three years in that cave, and every 
** day he brought me a fhare of his prey, on 
** which I fuftain'd myfelf. But at length tir'd 
'* with this manner of life, I took my oppor- 
** tunity when he was gone abroad to mate 
•* my efcape. I wandered up and down three 
** days; when a company of foldiers meeting 
** with mei and knowing to whom I belonged, 
•* took me, and brought me hither to my old 
** Mafter, who has condemn'd me to this cruel 
*• death. But it feem'd fortune fo order'd it, 
*' that this Lion fhould be taken about the fame 
** time, and appointed to be my Executioner 
•' this day. Yet you fee he refufes to per- 
** form his office out of gratitude to me fof mf 
'* former kindnefs/' 
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The Emperqj;, aftonifhM and pleafed at 
this pailafi;e, gave the Slave his life and free- 
dom, beitoMring alfo the Lion. on him, which 
brought hrm. m a conftant livelihood, by (hew- 
ing him to all people; who, having heard 
of this wonderful accident,, were defirous to 
fee .both the Lipn and his Tenant, for fo 
they ftyl'd the flavej and fome call'd him the 
Lion's rhyfician. 

I ihoulo thiidc I had faid enough already to 
tire thy patience, and make thee mrfwear read- 
ing my ktters for the futupe, were I not well ac- 
3uainted with thy Genius, and know that thou 
elighteft in relations of this nature, being no 
enemy to the harmlefsbrutes* 

Whatever thy fentiments are towards thefe, I 
dare be fure thqu art my friend, and wilt bear 
with my in^ortunity, when I ftrive to convince 
all men, and oonfirm myftV in this truth, that 
the wild Beafts are not void of Reafon and Moral. 
Virtues,. 



fcri«, 10th of the 7tli Mooiv 
of the Year 165a. 
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L E T T E R V. 

To the Captain BafTa. 

IN the Name of God, fuperlatively indu^gfn^ 
and benign. Lord of Armies whick cannot 
be number'd, Confcrvator of the Empire found- 
ed oa his own Unity j praife be to Him that. 
has neither Beginning nor End ! What is the 
reafon that we are always baiHed by the In- 
fidels ? Every year our auguft Emperor fends 
out mighty Armies by Larjd, and our Fleets 
by Sea are term'd Invincible, yet they are 
ftill overcome by the Chriftians. Where the 
fault lies, is beft known to thee, and the Ge- 
nerals: to whom the command of all is com- 
mitted. 

My fpirit is difquieted about' thefe things, 
and 1 am uneafy by day,,, neither does the 
night afford me any repoie. This hot wea- 
ther I go up to the terrafe of my houfe at 
the hour or fleep, thinking that the coolnefs 
of the air would incline me to reft; but I 
can find none. I turn myfelf on the leads ta 
the right hand and to the left, yet all poftures 
are alike. Sleep* has abandon'd my eyes. My 
Zeal for the Empire of the Faithful - will con- 
fume me. 

One night I made folemn preparations to wel- 
come the firft appearance of the Moon, after 
• the manner of my countrymen. I fprinkled 
water on the floor of the terrafs^ and with 
a new befom fwept away all Unclcannefs : 1 
fiird a lamp with the moft precious Oil I 
could get in Paris ; which having, lighted at 

the 
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the going down of the Sun, I placed diredly 
on that part which is neareft to Rlxca. Then 
I Fell on my face and prayed the eternal Source 
of Light, " That at the moment, when the 
** Nloon lirft afcended our Horizon, an inteU 
** Ie£tual fplendor might ihine in my breaft j 
** that I might there, as in a Mirror, behold the 
*' future Fate of the Muffulmans, and the Events 
*' which as yet were hid in -the dark Womb of 
*' Poffibility." 

- My petition was granted. The Night was in 
her ioady courfe, the Stars on their watch> and 
Time, as from a Limbec, diftili'd the filent mi-» 
nutes, 'till the moment wherein the neighbour 
Planet firft peep*d on the tops of the mountains* 
At that inftant I faw and heard things (or at 
leaft I thought fo) which I never fo much as 
dream'd of before, neither can I remember the 
thoufandth part. , . 

. Believe me, fupreme Commander of the Ma- 
rine, I do not boaft or joy in this : For I think^ 
there can be no greater affli<Sion than to be once 
made ^partaker of fuch a blifs, and then to lofe 
it almoft as foon as eain'd. Yet there arc 
fome foot-fteps of the V ifion remaining on my 
Memory. 

*' Methinks I beheld armies of Muffulmans (for 
*^ I thought 'em to be fuch by their Turbants) 
** making feveral defcents op the fhorcs of Italy ^ 
*' Methought I faw them proftrate themfelves 
'* on the ground j and, after a coniiderable fpace 
** of filence, the air eccho'd with the found of 
*' Allah, Allah, much like the noife of great Caf- 
" cades, or Falls of Water. 
. ** Then they leem'd to difperfe themfelves all 
** over the country in divers bodies. The in- 
** habitants qf Rome appear'd all in great con- 
** fternation : The chief Mufti of diat pjace 
*' went forthwith into the ftreets, followed by 
** his .Cardinals and Dervifes,. accompanied by 
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•* an innumerable multitude of people. Thq^ 
** carried thdir Gods of gold and filver along| 
** with them; and beings apparelled with gar* 
** ments of coarfe hair, they fprinkled alhes on 
** their foreheads in token of their humility, aiii 
" to pacify the indignation that was kincfled 
" againft them. 

** But Heaven was deaf to their clamorous 
•* vows, neither ccmld all the pomp of their fu- 
•* perftitious folemnity dazzle the eyes which are 
** a thoufand times brighter than the Sun, pene* 
** trating into the darkeft comers of the heart., 
** In a word, thefe Infidels feem*d a while after 
" to be in a great confufion and hurry, run- 
'* ning this way and that way to hide their goods, 
** and fave themfelves from the vidorious Stran-i 
*' ^ers. In fine„ I faw the CrofTes taken dowit 
** from the Minarets of the Mofques in RomCj 
'* aad- Grefcents advanced in their place.'' 

I do not relate this, as if I gave credit to- 
Vifions and Trances : Perhaps all this might be 
but a waking Dream. Yet fuch vifionary en- 
tertainments happen of courfe to our country- 
men, when they obferve the aforefaid Ceremo- 
nies. But I tell thee, I am not afleep at this 
moment ; and yet it appears to me a very pro- 
bable undertaking, for the MufTulmans to fit out 
a mighty Fleet, which, having a fufficient army 
of land-men aboard, might deliver them witn 
little or no oppofition, on fome of the wealthy 
ihores of Italy : And it is not thought worth 
the labour to make new conqueffe, which would. 
be difficult to maintain ; yet at leaft our fol- 
diers, by plundering only tne ridh Temples and, 
Convents of the Mazarenes, might carry away ^n- 
eftimaWe treafures, 

I wrote formerly to one of thy Predeccflbrs^ 
about the fame matter, propofing the furprize of 
Loretto, as a^ very eafy attempt, and that the 
booty would infinitely furpafe the expencc and . 

trouble ;^ 
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rouble : But Mahmut's advices are never re- 
^rded *till 'tis too late. We fqiiander away 
iioufands of men. and millions of moneys to* 
urchafe little inlignificant Iflands, which are 
efended indeed with feeming vigour by the 
^hriflians, but 'tis rather to amufe us, than 
lut of any real value they have for thofe places. 

It is only a maxim of Weftern Policy, thus to 
;ive diverlion to the arms which are deftin'd 
Q iubdue all Nations. They fport themfelVes,, 
o fee the flower of the Eaftern Militia confum'd. 
n their trenches, before the impregnable fortrefs 
if Candia, which, if won, will not quit the coft 
if fo tedious a fiege. Whereas, in half that 
ime, our invincible forces might have over-run all 
ttaly. ' 

Thou wilt not think this an imprafticable 
aiteqjrize, when thou fhalt confider the divi- 
ions of the Italian Princes, the univerfal fe* 
curity ^nd voluptuoulnefs of the inhabitants, 
md yet the oppreffions and tyranny they live 
under, being fleec'd and poird of all their fut)- 
ftance, to maintain the Grandeur of their Go- 
vernors, and the Pride of the Clergy 5 which ren- 
ders 'em equally difgufted at their prefent flaviflx^ 
manner of life, and defirou* of a change. It is^ 
not hard to furmife, after all this, that a con- 
queft would be eafy to the viilorious Muffutmans ; 
or at leaft, fuch depredations would piightily en- 
rich them. 

The moft proper news that I can fend thee, 
is of a conJbat lately fought at fea between, 
the Englifli .and the Dutch. The Generals 
on bQth fides are feid to be brave men. Her 
of Britaia is called Blake ; the other's name is 
Trump. Which had the beft on't, is not cer- 
tainly known : Men fpeak as they are byafs'd. 
Yet the Dutchioft twolhips in this Engagement, 
W their Fleet was far more numerous than that 
of thcEnglilh. ic 
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-If I were worthy to advife my Superiors, I 
would propofe fome notable exploit by Land ; for 
GOD has given the Earth to the true Believers^ 
but the Sea to the Chriftians. 



Paris, T4th of the 6th Mboir, 
of the Year. 1 6 51. 



L E T T E R^ VII. 

To the Kiaya Bey, or Lieutenant-GcnersI 
of tlie Janizaries. 

I Had once a great intimacy with Caflim Hali> 
the brave Aga, who is now no more on earth j. 
that honeft old General merited all mens love:. 
Follow thou his example, and in time his poit 
will fall to thy lot. Thou art already in the. 
advance to it j let no airy vice make thee giddy,, 
and give thee a falL 'Tis a common Aphorifnu 
That Health, Ibng Life, and Honour defcend 
from above. But if they do, I tell thee, 'tis like 
the rain, which only then does good, when it 
penetrates the earth, and moiftens to the root. An 
humble Heart is like a kindly Mold, receiving the 
dews of Heaven with advantage and profit : bu' 
Pride is a Rock, which fj>atters away the Blef- 
jGngs fhower'd do>vn on it, - 

Perhaps thou wilt be affronted at my blunt 
way of writing : Yet affore thyfelf, I honour 
thee more, than a thoufand flatterers. I am not 
fent hither to ftud^ nice expreffions, but to ferve 
the Grand Seignior with integrity. Befides, I 
inow thou haft not been accuflota'd to the 10ft 

Enter- 
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3Entcrtainments of Ladies chambers, but the rough 
^ JSialedi: of War. It is thy honour to be un- 
aicquainted with the delicacies of difcourfe, diet^ 
or drefiing ; things only fit to enervate a man's 
courage, and change his heart into that of a wo- 
znanu Thou knoweft how to handle the -Cui- 
rafs and Lance, the Sabre and Shield, the Bow 
and Gun ; and art perfedly vers'd in all the 
Military Terms of Art. A difcourfe of fieges 
and campaigns, ftorming of forts, and plunder- 
ing of camps, is more agreeable to thee than 
all TuUy's Oratory, or the fineft ftrains of the 
Perfian Poets. I am therefore confident thou 
wilt not take it*^ll, that I addrefs to thee in a 
ftyle void of artifices, yet full of real refpeS and 
love. 

-If I counfel thee, 'tis for thy good ; and I am 
commanded tOi exprefs my fentiments v/ith free- 
dom. Befides, I have a perfonal privilege to ad- 
vife thee, the Right of a friend j which thou wilt 
acknowledge, when I tell thee, that I once had 
tficf happinefs to fave thy life, as we travelled to- 
gether in Arabia. 

Thou ganft not but remember that paflage: 
and how that, in heat of youthful blood, thou had'ft 
provoked an Emir to kill thee in the fight of the 
whole Caravan, had I not fallen at his feet, and 
told him, thou wert a ftranger to the Cuftoms of 
the Country. 

Believe me, I do not reproach thee with this, 
but only -make ufe of it, as an argument to 
convince thee, That the fame motives which 
prompted me to. intserpofe myfelf at that time 
between thee and certain deatn, induce me now 
to give thee warning of a Precipice, of which 
thou art in danger. Every one gives thee the 
charafter of a brave man j and nobody likes thee 
the worfe, for being of an Air as fierce as a 
Tartar. All this becomes a man of the Sword j 
and they £iy, thou doft every thing with a mar- 
tial grace. 

But 
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But I am told likewife, that thou art guihf 
of avarice : And that; for the lucre of Prefents^ 
thou cnroUeft men in the Lift of the Janizaries^ 
who are not fit to ferve in the Wars ; fuch a$ 
are houfe-keepers, perfons entangled with wivci 
amd children, with debts and other incumbrances ;, 
that they only appear on ccitain days in thi 
military habit, and then return to their domeftic 
bufineis wi bout ever regarding the Difcipline ol 
the Royal Chambers, or thinking Aenrfelvefc 
obliged to. learn the Art of War : That thou in tW 
mean time takeft their Pay, and many addition^ 
bribes, whilft they are only contented with the 
Title and Privilege of a Janizary, to Ihdter thenv 
fdvesfrom juftice, and prote£^ them in their ra» 
pine and villanies. 

I tell thee, (hould this be known, and proved 
againft thee, it would be thy ruin : Bat I hope' 
better things, and that thefc are only the fur- 
mifes of thy enemies. For ttou knoweft. That 
none ought to be admitted in that ancient Or- 
der, but the Tributary -Sons of the Nazarencs: 
Who, being in their infancy lifted in the Col* 
leges know neither Father nor Patron, lave the 
Grand Seimior^ who is the common Parent 
and Prote<Sor of the Ofman Empire. On bis 
iervice is all their zeal and courage fixed, hav- 
ing no private bias, or partial Inclinations, ta 
warp them from the fidelity they owe their 
great Mafter. They are devoted to indefati- 
gable toils and hard&ips during their whole 

This was the firft Inftitution of the Janizaries, 
though through the corruption of the times, they 
have much degenerated from their primitive Rules. 
But thou, who art honoured with an high Com- 
mand, wilt fignalize thy virtue and loyalty, i^ 
r/iformiiigthefe abufes, and not fuffering the Col^ 
lege of Men of War to becoiive a Receptacle of 
Rogues and Proaiss.. 

Suck 
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Such diforders as thefe have promoted the in- 
teftine Brmls of this Kingdom ^ I fay not that 
they are the original Caules j yet 'tis a great di- 
minution of Sovereign Majefty, when a Kmg fhall 
find his own armies fighting againft him, as 
they^ do at prefent here in France. How many 
niutinies and rebellions have been rais'd by the 
licentious Janizaries at Conftantinople ; when, 
laying afide all refped and duty, they have 
not Ipar'd to violate- the Seraglio itfelf; but en- 
tering within thofe facred walls with bands of 
armed men> have turn'd all things topfey-tur-- 
vey, fcized on the imperial treafurc, chang'd 
the domeftic ofEcers of their Sovereign, and 
fometimcs chas'd him from his own Palace, to the 
hazard,.if not to the lofs of his life. 

If thou would'ft know what they are doing here 
in France, the Men of Arms are cutting one ano- 
ther's throats, whilft the rabble are burning their 
fiejghbQurs out of their houfes. 

I wo days ago, the A(£iltitude aflen^led itt 
the ftreets, and, having befet a certain Pa* 
lace in this city, they put fire to it, refolving 
to kill all that ihould atten)pt to ipake their 
cfcaj>e out of the flames. A perfpa pJF Qijality, 
coming out to pacify them, fell a Vidtim ta 
their unbridled rage: And had not the Duke 
of Beaufori (of wnom I have often made men- 
tion in my letters) interpos'd his authority, they 
had mufdcrM all that were within thofe fulV 
pcfted walls- 

Sometime before this, the Marefchal Turenne 
took a place of ftrcxigth from the Prince of Conde ; 
who in lieu of it took St. Denys, a town not 
far from Paris, wherein there is a Temple,, 
which, the. French fay, is the richeft in Europe.. 
But they are laugh'd at by the Italians, who boaft 
ot far richer Mofques in Venice, Milan, Naples,. 
and Rome. 
The Duke of Lorrain plays faft and loofe with 

the 
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the Prince of Conde. He enter'd the Kingdom 
with an army, pretending to efpoufe the Prince's 
quarrel, but was quickly broucht off by the 
Queen, fo that he is now gone to Flanders again ; 
by this adion leaving a free pafTage to the King's 
army under Marefchal Turenne to range whi- 
ther they plcafc, which were before block d up by 
his forces. 

Four days ago there was a bloody enc0unt( 
between tne troops of the Prince, and thoj 
of Marefchal Turenne, in one of the fuburh 
of Paris, Neither could boaft of the vicftory, 
tho' the battle lafted five hours ; but at length, 
the Prince of Conde's troops retir'd into the ci- 
ty, being frighten'd with the main body of th( 
King's army, which appeared on the neighbour- 
ine hills. 

lUuftrious Janizary, fortify thy heart with aS 
the i.eceilary retrenchments of heroic Virtue: 
and, rather than furrender to temptations of 
vice, on diflionourable terms, run the hazard of 
a Storm. 

Paris, 6th of the 7th Moon* 
ofthe Year i^jt. 



LET- 
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LETTER VIL 

To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew at Vienna. 

1X7" E are altogether by the ears in this King- 
Wy dom, killing, burning, and deftroying one 
iBother^ whilft you in Germany enjoy abundance 
bf peace. The occafioji of our quarrels here, is 

te return of Cardinal Mazarini, againft whom . 
c Duke of Orleans and Prince of Conde are 
iveterate enemies. The former is declared Lieu- 
tnant-General of that Kingdom by the Par- 
sunent of Parts j who |;ive it out, . that the 
lling is Cardinal Mazanni's prifoner. They 
ave alfo beftow'd the command of all forces un- 
tr the authority of thq fald Duke, on the Prince 
f Conde. 

I Their principal and only pretence, is the re- 
loval of the Cardinal from the King and his 
louncil. What will be the iflue, time will de- 
lonftratc. 

■ There has been a Duel lately fought, between 
le Dukes of Beauford and Nemours, two eminent 
fiends to the Prince of Conde. 

The King gping to a town call'd Pentoife, fome 
eagues from Paris^drew a great many Counfellors 
nd Prefidents of Parliament thither ; men who are 
oyal and ftedfaft to his caufe. This encouraged 
he King to put forth a Declaration, commanding 
he Parliament to meet at Pontoifc. They, on the 
»tber fide, publifh'd an Arreft againft this Declara- 
ion. Thus they continue piquering one at ano- 
iier. 

But here is news arriv'd from Cologne, which 
urprize people very much. I know not the true 
ground of their aftonifhment ; but the Priefts feem * 
to be mad for joy. All that I can hear about it is, 

the 
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the reftoration of the Roman Catholic Religion 
in that Province, which is a novelty unexpedtedji 
cfpecially the ccclefiaftic grandeur, which, it feems, 
has been laid afide above thefe hundred years, I 
tell thee only as I am informed myfelf : It lies 
in thy power to certify me of the truth of mat- 
ters. 

They fay alfo. That the famous General, Joh^ 

dcWerdt is dead ; as likewife the Archbifliopil 

Treves. It is added. That Frankendal is furrenJ 

der'd to the Eleftor of Heidelberg, according tfil 

the late Agreement at Munfter ; and that there i« J^ 

Diet begun at Ratifbon. j 

I defire thee to inform me of all thefe thin^ 

particularly, and of whatfoever elfe occurs in thi 

Court where thou refideft. " | 

As to Matters of Religion, be not overfedulousj 

Piety is compriz'd in a few Rules. Yet the Sow 

of Man is naturally inquifitive, and would fainW 

acquainted with all things. 1 advife thee to cal 

thy eyes frequently on the Earth that is under thI 

feet ; furvey the groves and fields, the mountainj 

and valleys, rocks and rivers j thcH look up n 

the Heavens, and take a ftedfaft view of theftarsj 

confider the beauty and order of all things : Aim 

after this tell me, if thou can'ft imagine, Tha 

the great and immenfe Creator of this wondcrftt 

Fabric form'd all the nations of the earth to iitat 

*cm eternally, fave only thofe of your Race. 

Sen of Ifrael, I wifli thee heartily adieu. 

Pans, 1 ith of the 8th Moon, 
«f the Year 165a. 



tET 
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i. E T T E R VIIL 
To the Kaimacham* 

rHE Parifians feem to be all in a Dream or 
Trance : They know not what they fay or 
>, or at leaft they care not : Such is the im- 
enfejoy for the return of the King to this city. 
'he fteps to this fudden change, were the retir- 
g of Cardinal Mazarini from the Court 5 which 
as feconded with a Declaration of Indemnity, or 
general Pardon for all that had pafled during 
kcfe troubles, fave fome particular referves, fa- 
rilege, fires, and fuch like. This worked ftrange- 
r on the inhabitants of Paris. But the Prince 
f Conde not finding any fatisfaftion, as to his 
"vn perfon in this Amnefty, csdl'd in the Duke 
f Lorrain's army to his affiftance. Thefe reduc'd 
he King's forces to fo great a ftreight and extre- 
aity, that the Parliament being Snfible of the 
dvantage, made ufe of it, and fent Deputies to 
he King, befeeching him to continue in the fame 
iPod refolution he had taken before this mif- 
ortune. 

The Monarch fuffer'd himfelf to be overcome, 
■ a violence mix'd with fo much fubmilHon, 
yielded to their requefts. Immediately the 
ttts of the Prince of Conde's friends grew cold, 
' began to change their fentiments. In a word, 
were refolved to defert their new Mafter, and 
themfelves at the feet of their lawful Sove- 
ign. The Grandees, who had moft . afFedted 
Jnde's intereft. laid down their OfBces. The 
■^gn armies of Spaniards and LfOrrainers retired 
^of the Kingdom. The citizens of Paris fent 
deputation, confiftinj^ of fixty-fix Perfons of 
^our, to invite the King to the city, and affure 
1^ Qf their future allegiance. All the Officers 

• of 
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of the Militia did the like. The King being 
fatisfy'd with the timely penitence of his Subieds, 
and naving commanded fome preparatory altera- 
tions in Places of Truft, entered this city on the 
twenty-firft of the laft moon, with the joy and 
acclamation which could exprefs the love of his 
people, and the regret they had laboured under 
durmg his abfence, . 

Thou fee'ft, illuftrious Minifter, that though by 
the artifices of a P^a<ftion, a Kinjg may be rendered 
odious to his Subjefts, be banifhed from his Pa- 
lace, and have the gates of his city fhut againft 
him, as befel to this King ; Yet the inconveniences 
they feel, in taking up arms againft him, fooner 
or later bring them to repentance; and they are i 
gl^d to court his return, whom l?ut a while ago 
they forced away by their undutifulnefs, to gratify 
the ambition of a bold young Prince of the Blood, 
who promifed, and ventured all things in hopes of 
a Crown. For it cannot be fuppofed. That the 
Prince of Conde had lefs aims when he firft be- 
gan this War ; tho' his pretences were fpecious, 
only to remove Cardinal Mazarini, and other. 
evil Minifters from the King, and to proted tte; 
French from the machinations of Spanifh and 
Italian counfels; whilft it is evident. That all 
along he and his party have been fupported by 
the King of Spain in their Rebellion. One would 
wonder now the French, a fenfible and witty Na- 
tion, could be thus impofed uppn. But the Ara- 
bian Proverb fays, " There are none fo blind, as 
*' thofe who wilfully fhut their eyes." 

Yet whatever flupidity reigns among the Franks, 
methinks nothing but light and reafon ought to 
appear in the aaions of the Miiffulmans. " I am 
confounded to hear of the Rebellions, in Syria and 
Egypt. Will they never give reft to the Banner 
of the Prophet ? Muft the fupreme Miniller be ever 
employ'd in proclaiming tne' Nefiraum ? What 
offence has been given to the.BafTi of Damafcus^ 
or to him of Cairo ? 

- ■' - • '* • Sage 
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Sage Prefident of the Imperial City^ I am abafh'd 
before the Infidels, when I hear thefe tragical re- 
ports out of the Eaft» 

But whaj: can be expefted, when the manners of 
the Faithful are quite eftranged from thofe of 
their Fathers ? The Muflulmans alxnoft out-do the 
Franks in vice and debauchery. 

When thou readeft this, draw thy Scymitar and 
make a Scabbatd of the next man who mutters a 
word againft our lawful Sovereign* 

Paris, i6th of the 5th Moon, 
of the Year i6cx. 



L E T T E R IX. ' 

To Dgnet Oglou. 

I Tell thee, lam neither melanqholy nor merry^ 
but in. a kind of mungrel humour, between 
both. I am half Democritus, and t'other half 
Heraclitus; being, equally difpos'd to laugh and 
weep at the vanity of all things hem below. That 
thought touches me fenfibly, yet not enough' to 
carry me into extremes. The mifery and happi- 
nefs oP the whole life of mortals, arc themes 
fcarce worth a paffion. Whatever we. endure as 
an Evil, or poffefs as a Goodj are ' both fo .fliort^ 
that as one need not fink us to an Excefs of Grief^ 
fo neither, does the other deferve a Paroxyfm of 
Joy. A figh or a tear are enough for the firft, and 
Afmile is too much for the laft. . My mind at pre- 
fent is an Equilibrium. 

What fignifies the birth of the greateft Monarch, 
or that: he qan boaii of a long defcent of Kiflgs 

Vol. IV. K his 
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his Progenitors i He is born to labour and trouble < 
IIS well as other men ; and all the charming piea^ 
fures that attend a Crown are fcarce fuificient to 
recompenfe his cares and fatigues, his hazards and 
toils, and the perpetual rifques he runs both in 
peace and war. 

If from the cradle he make an early ftep to a 
throne, *tis but. a mock honour to be crown'd 
with a Wreath of Briars^ iaueezll wid prefs'd in- 
to his tender ^mples by the deceitful hands of 
his guardians and miniiters, who ftrive only to 
lay the foundation of their own honour in his 
ruin, by improving the time of his Minority, 
suid making oppreffion chymical ; that, during 
their prefent autiiority, they may expert the Life 
and Elixir of his fubjeds wealth, and hoard it in 
their own coffers, leaving only the lees to him 
when he comes of age, and thefe generally com- 
pounded with the ill- will of his people. I ivifh 
the cafe prove not the fame in our prefent Sove- < 
reign Sultan Mahomet j who, thou knoweft, was 
lifted to his father's throne before his time, and 
by methods which cannot be juftify'd : It was 
the Mufti's plot, who is the Oracle of the Laws ; 
and fo the MufTulmans acouiefcdd. But mark the 
end; ftich Treafona feldom efcape unpunifli'd- 
Tho' Suitan Ibrahim was depos'd and imprifon'd, 

inot to mention that which grates the ears'of any 
>yal Ottoman.^ though his eldeft fon be plac'd 
on his Throne to ferve the ends of a Fadion 5 yet 
a younger than he may live to revenge the wrongs 
that are done to his father, and reftore the Em- 
pire of the Faithful to its priftine grandeur. There 
arc now above three years elaps'd fince the change 
of affairs at the Seraglio. In the mean time doik 
thou not obferve the difcontents of the people ? 
Is there not a general coldnefs and neutrality to 
be difcern'd in the converfation of thofe who^ 
at firft, were moft forward to approve the Mufti's 
proceedings i Men begin every where to refleft 
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on the prefent Revolution^ and its fat»l confe^i* 
ciuences. 'The Venetian War, they fay, has quite 
impoveriih'd the Empire. Decay of trade^ want 
of moiiey, and a thoufand other things are tho 
daily complaints in Conftantinople : This I am 
told from very good hands, men of fcveral Na« 
tions> merchants who trade in that city, persons 
altogether unbyafs'd. They, as ftrangers, have 
been inqtiiiitive, during their refidence mere, into 
the humours of the people, tQ find how the MuA 
iulmans ftand aifeded to the prefent ftate of the 
Ottoman affairs. I approve not the prefumption 
of thofe Infidels, yet make ufe of it to inform dif'^ 
it}f of feveral' material paflages, which I couM nor 
otherwife learn at this diitance from the auguft 
Port. 

They tell me. The foldiers murmur that fi> 
many thoufands of men have been facrific'd in 
Candia and Dalmatia ; whilft what they gain in 
the Ifland they lofe on the Continent : for it feems, 
the Venetians arc flill too hard for us one way 
or other. They grumble alfo for want of th w 
due pay, and that they have not bread enough to 
keep them from flarving. A certain Greek anured 
, me, he had heard feveral of the Spahi's fvvear 
j fblcmnly. That it was agreed among them, not to 

F> into Dalmatta the next Campaign. But this 
took 9S a ftrain of the Grecian's natural fiCculty^ 
who, thou knoweft, are much given to romancing. 
However, I hear enough both from them and 
other travellers of Eafl and Well, to convince me> 
That fome of the Grandees at the Imperial City 
I are in a tottering condition. 
I All which ferves but to coniirm my firft dif- 
courfe, that hardly any thing on earth is worth a 
thought, fmce all things are of fo fhort a dura* 
tion. 

In a word, the world feems to be a Garden, in- 
termingled with Rofes and Weeds. Thefirltare 
fo clofc encompafs'd with thorns, that a man can- 
! iiot |2;4ther 'em without wounding himfelf: And, 
*^ K2 * if 
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if there' be more eafe in croppijig the latttr, yet 
they are unwholefome, and Itinlc ; putting a man 
to atf frequent purifications, as the times he touches 
*em. 

• Let thou and I^^dear Dgnet, pafs along the Alleys 
t)f this- ( iarden, view her Beauties and Deformities 
•with an even mind : notputting ourfelves to the 
fttigue of gathering her Flowers, or fuffering our- 
felves to be tempted with her fofter Pleafures. 
But let every thing we fee and hear in this en- 
chanted Oround ierve the ends of our contem- 
plation, being ftedfaitiy mindful of this truths 
*tT4i:;t all thofe things, which appear fo gay and 
*' fdil of charms, are nothing but mere empty 
** Ideas and fleeting fhadows of that fubftantial and 
*' permanent pleafure, which has her refidence only 
^'mParadife." - 

Thou may'ft tell the Kaimacham, our friend, 
•that, now the King of France begins to play the 
Monarch on the bottom of his own wit and cou* 
rage, without the afliftance or counfel'of Tutors. 
He has "brought the Parliament to an abfolutc 
compliance with his wiH, having purged that Se* 
nate of difafFe<9:ed members, and bariiih'd from 
the Court the Duke of Orleans, who pretended a 
right to rule his Sovereign. In the mean time, the 
-Prince of Conde has taken Rethel, and St. Mene- 
Jioud, whilft Barcelona is furrender'd to the Spani- 
.ards. Thus what is gain'd in one point, is loft ifl 
another. Doubtlefs there is nothing ftable Ofl 
earth, 

Paris, Sfli of the iithMooiv, 
of ihe Year 5654, 
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L E T T E R X. 

To Melee Amet. 

THY adventure,, and miraculou$/efcape ovpi 
the Danube, puts me in- mind of a certaia 
French Nobleman of the Prince of Conde's party, 
who laft SummcF being clofely purfued by fome 
of the King's horfe, and himfelf excellently mount-t 
ed, leapM hedges and ditches to avoid captivity. 
At length they had chas'd him into the corner o4» 
the land, from whence it was impoflible for him 
toefcape but by fwimming o'er a fmall ^rm of the 
fat. What rifque will not a man run for the lovo 
of liberty ? This perfon, like an o'er-h^ated Stag,* 
perceiving his Hunters clofe at his heels, boldly 
leap'd on horfeback into the fea, chufing ratjher ta 
perilh in the waters, than to fall into his enemies 
hands. ,. ' 

, None were fo hardy afe to follow him through 
the uncertain waves. However, his Horfe being 
of matchlefs ftrength, carried him.-fafe? over to 
the oppofite fhore. As foon as he, arrived at the 
next town, where he had many friends,. ih^ re- 
nted thi^ wonderful paflage. But, infteid.ofi ch^- 
™ing his Horfe for fo faithful arid invaluable a. 
fervice,' he drew his fword, and immediately, 
Wl'd the beaft that fav'd his life, faying. He did 
|t for the fake of fame, being refolvM that his Horfci 
mould never perform the like fervice to an^y other 
mortal. ' . I . . 

This was an ungrateful Caprice^ and far {fom the 
niorality of Sultan Selim, the fon of Bajazet, v/ho,. 
Jj;hen his trufty Horfe Carabul'uc had once fav'd 
f3^^ by his extraordinary fwiftnefs j he in tpkcn 
^ flis thankfulnefs, built a liable on purpofe for 
K3 ' him. 
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him, in a large enclofure of meadows, allowing t * 
Peniion la a Groom to wait oi> the meritorious 
Beaft, and gave him his free delight in all 
things as long as he iiv'd, commanding that 
be (Sou Id never more be forced to labour or tra- 
x^el. And to cx>mpleat the happinefs of the 
Beaft, he cull'd out fome of the beautifuFft Mares 
of Arabia to accompany him, charging alfo, that 
ih£ doors of the ftable mould be always open for 
the Horfe to go in or out, and range when and 
is^here he pileas'd. This was a generofity worthy 
of an Eaftem A/fonarch, whom as thy letter in- 
i6rm5 me, thon haft in part imitated. 

But fuch is fome mens ambition and vain defirc 
to . be talkM of, that they care not by what bar- 
"Wdus^ methods they accomplifti their stim : It was 
a motive of this nature which tempted Eroftfatus 
to fet fire to the femous Tempte of Ephefus j 
Which had been two hundred years in buikiiAgt 
9nd was numbei 'd among the Seven Wonders ol 
tbi!^ World. 

litis- happened on the very night chat Afoxaji* 
4er the Great was born. And the Villain bciing- 
afked^ why he committed fo deftrwJHvea Sacn- 
kge, anfwered, " That it was to acquire aa im- 
•* mfyftai fame by fo ftupendous a wickcdneft, 
•* fmce he could not hope to be recorded for his 
** YJrtue*" 

«Plittareh mentions a jcft that was made ondits 
dfeftrudion of Diana's Temple. For it was com- 
mo« in tvery l)Ody's moutn, That the Goddefs 
feeing called tJiat night to the Jabour of Olympias^ 
the niotber of Alexander, could not be prefent at 
home to fave her houfe from burning. For tb^ 
Gentiles believed. That 'Diana, (whom they alfo 
bailed Lucina) W'j(s invifiby affiftant at the birth 
of children. 

However, the Priefts made no jeft on'tj but 
ran Up and down howling and making gafhes in 
their ftsfli, prefaging, that Fate was that day 

bufyd 
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6uiy*d in figiMRg, the Decree of Afia^s ruia. This 
is certain, that very nie^ht the man was born 
who was deftinM to dibdue all Afia, and on th^ 
ruins erf the Perfian Empire raife the Monar- 
chy of the Macedonians. However the VilUiR 
who burnt' the Temple had not his dcfire ; for it 
was decreed throughout all Afia, that his name 
&ould neyer be mentioned in Hiftory, or any pub- 
lic Writings- 
It is reconded of a certain Governor of a city 
HI Italy that being on the top of an high Tower 
with only the Pope, the German Emperor, and 
aji AmhalFador from Venice in his company, he 
was tempted to throw the two former over tlie 
Battlements as they were taking a furvey of the 
city ; which he might have eafily done, for they 
were both aged, and incapjible of renfting h'nf 
ftrength. This paifage he confefs'd to his gnoftly 
Father ^ and being aUc'd, what induced him to. 
think at fuch a horrid Treafon ? He anfwer*d,, 
" That it might be faid. He did a thing whic» 
*^ never was done before, nor in all probability 
** would ever be done again ; fmce no Prince, 
** having heard fuch a ftory, w^uld ever venture 
** himielf into the- fame danger without a fuf- ^ 
" ficient guard of his own.'* But however, he 
had not refolution enough to go through with his 
projefl:, • 

I hear thou art like to acquire fame by other 
methods than thefe, being in a fair way to rife 
by thy Virtues to fome confiderable employment*, 
in the Empire : for which I equally rejoice with, 
thyfelf. 

In the mean time, 'twill perhaps be oblieine 
to tell thee fome news out of theie parts, which 
will make thy company welcome to the Gran- 
dees : They love to converfe with men who 
can furnilh 'em with intelligence of foreign Af- 
, fairs. , 

Thefrefheft difcourfe, here,, is of the imprifon- 
K 4 meat 
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ment of the Cardinal de Rctz, who ^wras arrcftcd j 
by the King's order on the nineteenth of this \ 
Moon. What his crime is I cannot inform thee, \ 
unlefs it be that he is an enemy to Cardinal Ma- i 
zarini. People generally give him the charader 
of "a very honeft man ; but thou know'ft Honefty 
is counted a Vice in the Courts of thefe Weftem 
Princes. The crafty are the only men of Virtue 
and Merit among the Infidels. 

Thou may 'ft alfo report for a certainty. That 
the Spaniards have taken Dunkirk iu i'landers^ 
and Cazal in the Dukedom of Mantua. This 
Town is faid to be the Key of alJ Italy : I cannot 
tell thee which is the Lock it belongs to ; nor, I 
believe, they thcmfelves. But this I obferve, that 
when the King of France fits down before any 
place with his army, whoever has the Key, neither 
JLocks nor Bolts can keep him out long. And 'tis 
ten to one if he do not find an entrance into this 
place again very fpeedily, when the. SpaniQi King 
has pleas'd himfelf for a whHe with an imaginary 
poffeffion of it. 

I conclude my letter juft at the hour when 
the old Year expires, according to the account 
jS)f the Chriftians, wiming thee a Scene of new 
Felicities. . - . ; » 

Paris, 3 1 ft of the i zt\\ Moon, 
of the Ycari65i. • ■ i> - • 



LET- 
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LETTER XL 

To the fame. 

HAving the opportunity of a day or two more 
before the Poft goes out of town, I make 
ufe of it to afk thee, whether there be any no- 
tice taken in your Parts of a Comet newly ap- - 
pearing above the Orb of the Sun ? It has not 
been obferved here till within thefe few nights.. 
And the Aftronomers, notwithftanding the cold- 
nefs of the feafon (which I aflure thee is fliarp 
enough) are very bufy with their Telefcopes, to 
pry into the figure of this Meteor, and obferve its^ 
motions. Tjiey take great. pains, and endure all. 
the rigour of-froft and fiiow, in hopes of making, 
feme new difcovery. ' ' 

The vulgar look on it as a great Prodigy : : 
There are a thoufand opir^ions among them about 
the confequeaces : Every body fets up for a ju- 
^cvd\ Aftrologer. Nay, the learned themfelvcs, 
and fuch as are efteem'd great Philofophers, can- 
not agree in their judgment concerning it. Some 
affert that the Matter of the Heavens is fubjedt to.- 
Corruption and Change, and that this 'Comet is 
generated after that manner: Whilft othej-s 'hold 
^contrary opinion. They are all (divi^-ea, and 
^il'pute only in as unintelligible Terms- as the 
Languages of America are to us of this Continent, 
r^hey amufe one another, .and themfelves, with 
ftr-fetch'd words : Ahd all' this while, for aught.. 
liknovv, the wifefl: among 'em may be as much 
under a miftake as thbfe who never fludy'd fuch. 
things. All* the inftruments of the Optics >:rc 
fought out to help their fights ; and yet they may 
"^<as much ill the Dark as thc'Men in. Plato's". 
K-5. C^rc. 
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Cave. It is an Article of my faith, that we Mor- 
tals know very little of thofe far diftant Be- 
ings. But there Franks are the moft opinionated 
people' in the world : No man has the modeftyto 
allow another fo much right to reafon as himlelf, 
Ev^ry one fets up for a Dogmatift, and requires the 
intellcdts of all others to Be refigned to his ; tho* 
perhaps that be only form'd by the rules of his 
parents, the impreflions of his early years, the 
force of education, the fafhion of his country* 
or by fome notable accident In his life: All 
which are equally liable to fal(hood and truth. 
How many Seits were there of the ancient Philo- 
fophers, ftiffly defending their feveral opinions ? 
One fays, the Heavens are made of brafs ; ano- 
ther of iron j a third of fmoke. This will'have 
'cm to be folid, that fluid :, There is no end of their 
controverfies. 

In the mean time no man knows what they 
are made for, or what is the figure of the World j 
whether round or fquare, or beyond all dimeii- 
ilons ; whether matter be divifible or indivifible in 
the laft Atom. Who can allure me, if there be 
only one World, or whether there may not as well 
he a thoufand millions ? Whether the Stars be 
opake bodies as this Earth, and inhabited, or no f 
I tell thee again, there is no certainty of thefe 
things, Man's ftnfes are too weak, nis imagi- 
nation too frail, and all his faculties too fhort to 
comprehend the Works of the Omnipotent, who 
alone is wife and perfeft in Science. 

Wilt thcii have my opinion of this Comet ? I 
am apt to think 'tis fome fuch Globe of com- 
buftiblc Matter as our Earth appears to be, ancf 
perhaps burden'd^with as many Sinners ; that either 
by the Courfe o'f Nature, or Decree of Deftinyt 
the enclos'd Fire has broke its Bounds, and fpread 
its confuming flame o'er the Surface ; which em- 
bodying themfelves in the Pyramid of Smoke, ar/T- 
ing'fiom fo vaft a Conflagration^ caufe that Ap- 
pearance 
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poarante which we call the Tail of the Blazing* 
Star. And,, for. ought. I know, after the &ine- 
manner fhaJi all oUk Globe appear, to the Inhabi- 
tants of thpfe .remote. Worlds at am Day of Judg- 
ment. -• .- i '..'.' '* / 

lam not pofitivc in thcfe.rmatters,: nor will I 
ftntiipfriiy Scwl-froBn futui^ JigJiU ^ but leaving 
thinjgs as 1 find 'em, full of myftery and double" 
feces, f will expeift BD.bottef fete' than that of. 
Socrates, That as iWelivy, fo ihall I die in. 
doubt, only hopidfe for plenary ' fatisfaftion in the 
not World, . , : 

P«rw,.ft44if>fbe iftMoon, ' ' 



. r t E T T.ER XII. 

To Pefteli Hall, hiJs^ Brother^ Mafter of the 

^ Grand Seig^riibr*s Cuftoms.. 

Now thou beginncjfl: to reap the Fruits- of 
thy Travels: May'ft thou live to have a 
Wl Hatveft ! I efteemi myfelf infinitejy obliged 
to the llluihiatis Bafik, oafcROOtipttyman, for his 
particular frieiidfcip in this bufirncls. ^'Tis.true, 
tiy own merits wei« a fuffiaent recommend^* 
^n:;But what light can a candle give that is 
mut up clofe in zt dark Lantern ? So thick was 
^e Veil which thy own Modefty had drawn o*e?: 
Ae Splendor of the moft accompliih'd Virtue. 

Son of my snocher, let Jiot what I have faid* . 
Pafe for the woHi of a Flatterer. Thou knoweit 
A- am as f ree f rorii that vice, as I am from enyyi 

lis affeftion only guided my pen, when I tell 
tocc,, I heartily r^pice in ro^ bi:o^.er!s j>rufp.erity -^ 

- . and 
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and that the Grand Seignior has a faithful Ser* 
yant. I hope that Sovereign of Sovereigns will, 
in time, find- reaibn. to acknowledge ta the noble 
Kerker Hallan the ^ood oifi6&he has done him, in 
prefenting fuch a blave. Let no, error of thine 
baulk my cxpeaatian. ' ' : •> » . i- - 

'Twill bd an eternaltHonoortoithe Houfeand 
Tribe from which we defccnd, if, by acquitting 
thyfelf fairly in this'poft, our great Mafter Ihall 
think thee' worthy of- a more iublime Station. 
Therefore efteem this- only. asia,^^!^! of thy Fide- 
lity, and how far thou art capable of ferviiig the- 
Sultan. Be induftrious but not affedled in dif- 
clofing thy abilities. Obfejcvc ' a gradation ; for 
the Coweft fteps of Grcatnefs are the moft fe- 
cure. Aim not to be rich and mighty on a fud- 
4eu.' Swift rifes are often gUended with preci- 
pitate falls. If in other cafes 'tis commendable to 
DC niggardly of time, and. iqueeze^ every minute 
to an improvement tjf virtue; yet thou wilt find 
it expedient to follow other Maxims, in the way 
of growing great : And that^to be Hberajl, injyears- 
of patience, will be no unprofitable frugality in 
the main 5 fince what is fooneft got, is generally 
fhort in the poffeffion ; and he, that monopo- 
lizes Honours or Wealth, is moft times ehvief to' 
his ruin. «• 

Nature itfelf ftiall cpnviiice thee of thisy if ithou 
wilt but contemplate her moft obvious : Works. 
Caft thy eye on the Oak apiong* the Plants i 
What Vegetabk is ifaoJ-e pemvanent, or of great- 
er fervice to nv»n^ Yet the Tree of fa vaft a 
bulk, in whofe aged hollow trunk I . have feen 
fixteen men fitting round a table, under whofe 
wicc-fpread tranches the Houfe of Erotn Eh'niel 
Eben Sherophaim, the chief Emir of Arabia, is 
" built and fhindc- at this days. I fay, this ;Tree,f 
in its firflroiiglnul, was not h fcigiai the Thumb 
of thy Right'haiid : And:, if Maturalifts- fpcak 
Truth, *tv^46 a hundred years a growing to thefe 

dimen* 
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dimennons,. as maay in a fix'd and flourifliing 
conditiojri, .and. that it will not take up a'lefs time 
in decaying to its laft rottennefs. ^^ . 

They fay alio, That an Elephant, the biggeft" 
and ftrongeft of aU' the Bealls.on the Earth, Jiv^s 
two hundred" years, and continues incre^ihg in Tts 
flature the greateft part of that termi The like 
they relate of Crocodiles and Dragons, 

But not to tire thee with examples of this na- 
ttrre, let us confiderj that whatfoevef^ h gr^eat and- 
durable among men, whatfoever is illuftrious 
and excellentv is Apw in the production, and: 
makes nothafty leaps, to jpiaturity. . View alh 
the Monarchies that have made (o much noife on 
Earth, and thou. .wilt .find,, that, in proportion to 
the time of their . growing ©reatnefe, was the 
Term of their Duration. How fwift was the 
Rife andFall of the Perfian Ejmpire ! Equally pre-, 
cipitatewas that" of the Macedonians. None could 
ev«- boaft of fo permanei^t and univerfal a fway* 
as the City of Rome, of which it is comnionly faid,^ 
"Rome wasnotbuijt in a-Qay." 

To come, nearer home; How lifting. and per* 
petually viSorious is, die.facred Empire, of tt^e, 
Muffulmans ? Yet it took its Rife from very fmalL: 
Beginnings,, met with frequent repulfes. and has., 
made a flow progreffion to^the pre/ent formidably. 
Height of. Sovereign Power it ^ow poITefles :,. 
For^ thou jknoweft, thi« is the . thoufandth, fix- 
jeth and third year, . fiftce tl^e Holy Flight of the, 
M^ffengerofiGQD. . ! 

What I have faid may bfi apply'd, with pro-^ 
portion-to mens perfonal advances in the Honours 
and Fortunes of this World. Be content therefore, 
with thy. S.eafoiis wherein Deftiny .fliall think fit to 
wife thee, 'and ftriye not to outrrun thy Fate, 

All the news 1 can tell th^ is, that Cardinal 
Mazarini return'd the ^3th of th^ laft moon, from. 
l^JB (ecend Baniflhmejot ;; which thou may'fi report, 
for a Truth to the Minifters of State, 
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• We are all Exiles here on Earth. ' G O D re^ 
ftore us to a Region more agreeable, and admit u^^ 
to theCareffcs ©f our Friench^ in J^aradife* 

Paris, j5thQrthe 3d Moon* 
«i tlieYear 1653,, 



L E T T E R Xm. 

.. . c. . Xa.Kerker Hafiao, Bafla. 

THE bleffings of GOD and his Prophetr 
defcend upon thee frem a thoufand iburces^ 
Thou art a true friend, and our whole family aie- 
obliged to thee for fitvours which have no nuni4>er :. 
But none more .than my brother and I ; our eix^ 

Sagements to thee are equal ; fince what kindiiefa^ 
lou- haft (hewed to h}m,, in recomrAending hinv 
to the Sultan's favour and to a plac'e-of Honour 
and Profit, I take as done to myfelf, we being, 
naturally fearers in each other's profpertty, or ad* 
verfe fortune; for fuch is the method of ftrift Re* 
rations and Friendfliips^ Arid I have a particularr 
reafon to thank thee, bedaufe it was at my infiance- 
thou promoted 'ft him. Yet, though he is my bro««^ 
ther, I ftiould not be To partial as- to fay thefe things: 
m his behalf, did I not know him to be a man oC 
mferit. For places of truft ought not to be be- 
ftow'd for favour or affe£(;ion. We are bound, 
to facrifice all private Regards to the Intereft o£* 
the Grand Seignior 5 ancf not- a6t like the French,, 
who get offices of the ^reateft importance manyj' 
times by being of a.feftiofl,.or.party, oppofite to- 
their King. 

5 Since: 
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Since the return of Cardinal Mazarini to this 
Court, which was in the foregoing Moon, the 
King has reform'd many abufes of this kind. He 
begins to feel his own ftrength and authority every 
day more and more. ' * 

In the Moon of December dy'd Cardinal Richw 
lieu's brother, who was Bifliop of Lyons, and* 
Grand Almoner of France. The Kin^has be- 
ftow*d thefe Honours on Cardinal Antonio Barbe- 
rini. who took Sandluary in this Court, from the 
pcrlecutions of the prefent Roman Pontiff, almofr 
ten years ago. He has always efpoufed the king of 
France's intereft in Rome. And the grateful Mo* 
narch received him with much affeftion ; and, as 
an additional honour, has made hjm a^ Knight of 
thcHoly Spirits. Thi» is the chiefeft Order of 
Knighthood in France. 

It is frcfhly reported here, that the Duke of 
Ncwburgh, a great Prince in. Germany, is dead.. 
They talk of certain Prodigies that have been* 
lately feen in England, Ireland, and other PartS' 
of Europe, as raining of warm blood„ tin^ andi 
copper. And *tis affirm'd for certain, that three 
Suns were lately (ctn at Dublin,, the chief City o£ 
Ireland. * 

There has been a Sea-Combat between the En- 
glifli and Hollanders on the coaff of Italy. Where- 
in they fay, the Dutch had the vi<ftory, having^ 
funk two of their enemies fhips, and taken, one,., 
without any confiderable lofs on their ov/n fide. 

Here is no other news ftirring at prefent, worths 
Acknowledge of a Muflulman Grandee; The 
5'es of all the Weflern Nazarenes are fix'd on that 
Refuge of the World where thou xefideft, and ofti 
4e aSions of our invincible Vizir in Candia. 

TheV? difcourfe of fome Overtures of Peace^ 
^hich that great General has made t,o the Vene^ 
{jans, if tliey win. forthwith furrerider the City of" 
Candia to the viftorious Ofmans. 

If this be true,' one would think fi) great cle* 

mcncy 
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mcncy; muft need;* tempt the proud Infidels to 
Subniiflioxi and Compliance.. But, if Deftiny ha3 
other wife decreed, I wifli.they may feel the Force 
of our Arms, which appear more keen than evea 
the Scythe of Time, that Devourer of all: 
Things. 

P<uls, iithof the jd Moon^ 
of the Y^ai;. 16.53.^ 



LET T E R XIV. 

To Nathan Ben Saddi, a, Jew at Vienna.. 

THY lift letter fpeaks thee at once willing- i 
to be enlightened, yet tenacious of thy old j 
Ptepofleflions. 1 wonder not at the difficulty thou. ' 
findcft in fhaking off the Precepts of thy Rabbi's,. , 
rhofe religious Trifters. 7^he influence of Edn-. \ 
cation is as forcible a& that of our Birth : And the 
Habits that are rooted in us in our tender YearSi 
are harder to be difplanted, than, the inherent Af- 
fefl:ions of our BJood : This is fignified by the 
Arabian Proverb, which fays, " The Tutors of. 
** Youth have an afcendan.t over the Stars of their 
" Nativity." 

I know it has been eftcem'd' thq peculiar glory, 
of 'thy Nation, that you have been rigid obferyers 
of the Traditions of your Feathers : From which,, 
rather than deviate a. tittle, .ther^ have not been 
wanting fucfr as fredy . exposM themfelves, ^ ^'M 
have bravely endur'd racks, fcourgings, bu^ling^v 
and all forts of torments, even the molt cxquifite- 
ly cruel deaths, that the malice of Tyrants coulcf 

invent... 
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mcnt. But do hot I know alfo that in fome of the^ 
Bioft weighty points of your Law, your zeal has 
pcceeded your prudence f I fpeak not of the pri- 
vate bigotry of one man, or a few ; but of the 
^eprefentative Body of your whole Nation. How 
boliflily fuperftitious were your armies, in the 
days of Mattathias, when being aflaulted by their 
rnemies on the Sabbath-Day, they refufed to drav/ 
ifword in their own defence, and fo were all ctit 
:tf by the army of Antiochus ! This- is no invidi- 
ous remark of your Adverfaries in-Religieh, but' 
tbe obfervation of Jofephus, a man of the fame- 
Faith, and fprung from the Stock of Ifrael as well 
as thyfelf. 

Now tell me thy opinion, did youp Fathers do- 
well in thus facrificingthemfelves and the whole 
imereftof Ifrael, to a miftaken Pun<5lilio of that' 
obfcdience they owe the Law, or no ? If thou zW 
lowett the former, th;?n Mattathias- did wicked-' 
Jr- in- making a Decree, that from thenceforth' it^ 
ftould be lawful on the Sabbath-'Day to refift their' 
etiemiesj and all the Jews * were guilty of hiany' 
notorious breaches of the • Law, in obeying thisj 
Decree, and fighting on the Sabbath-Day.^ But.if^ 
tiK)u faty'ft, thiey did ill i«'ribt* fighting, tho' at-^a 
prohibited tame, and prohibited under the feyer^: 
Curies, then* it follows, that there is no Poinrt' 
of your J^aw -which may not, n^^^j^^'v^hi^h pugfit- 
not to be difpenfed with, and give way to the m- ' 
f^reft of State, and the good ^ of the • Gomfrion- . 
we^th. So that, at this rate, the Religion, for, 
which you are all fo zealou;^, will appear to fee but ; 
a Form of Government, divinely ' cbnitfKVed for 
^vitnan regards, I do not call in qufeiftiorj tlic mi- 
raculous delivery- of your Law on Mtxirtt Sipai. ; 
SulFerme to' plead without furpi<*lon ©6' partiality 'r 
Ub riot go about to invalidate the ^Teltimony oP 
Mofes and th^ Prophets. Dioti briefs the nioft-High; • 
^ame down through the Heaven,^ attended with 

Myriads pf AngSs,. ax>d thij^ty-two* thoufand'-' 

chiirjots. 



2X0 LETTERS WRIT BY 
chariots of fire ; and, when he flood on the ttsp^ 
of the mountain, the Rear of his Train had not 
pafs'd the Silver Gates of the Moon, The Svu% 
anpear'd in his circuit, as one aftonifh'd ; he 
blufli'd, and fled away from the eternal Bright- 
nefs, not able to endure the Luftre of a Glory fo 
far furpaiHiig his own. The Stars were dazxled 
at the immortal Splendor, and miftook their courfe j 
they run one againft another in their affrighted 
careers. And as a lafting Memorial of that glo* 
rious Defcent, the Angds left their bright im^ 
preffions of their Footfteps in the Path ; that hea- 
venly Road is to this day diftingiiifh'd from all the 
reft of the Iky by its Whitenefs, which makes the 
Aftronomers call it The Milky Way. 

The Nations of the Eaith were amaz'd at the 
tremendous viEon and noife^ for the mountain 
was all on Fire, whole Flames reach'd up t0 die 
C)oud3^ and its Smoke to the Mid^HeiiveiH The. 
Globe, trembled and^^ak'dat the dreadful Thitn^ 
flerings, and the Lightnings penetrated the Abyft 
of Hdl. The infernal Spirits were ftartled at die 
uncouth Flaihes ; and afk'd ooe another, ** if the 
** Day of Judgment w?re come f " The .Waters 
hid themfelves m their Fo.untains, and the Gcea» 
utter'd a deep murmur. Every thing in Nature 
was furpriz'd with wonder and dread ;. and Mofes. 
bimieff >vben he came down from the Mountain, 
wa^ all transform'd into Light* 

. Thou fecft, Nathan, I am no Infidel, but be- 
lieve as thou doft, th^t the Law of Mofes vas 
brought down from Heaven, But does it there- 
fore Follow, that this Law is univerfal and eter- 
niJ i Can none be faved but the fom of Ifrael, 
and fuch as arc profelyted to their Religion ? 
Doubtlefs, thia is an error, as thou thy felf wilt ac- 
knowlcjdge, when thou haft well examined the- 
njatter. Jlem<?ve. tliy poft a little, if it be only 
in imagination.: Rifefrom thefeet ofthyDoiftors. 
who have inJftUrd iojto tiiee prejudices againft all 

the. 



A SPV AT PARIS. 2TX 

Ac fons of Adam, except thofe of your own Race. 
Stand aloef for a while, and look round about thee 
to the four Winds ; but fix thine eye on the Eaft^ 
for from thence Wifdom takes her Origin. Did 
not the (ame God^ who created the Jews, aifo 
create alJ the Nations on the Earth ? And canft 
thou be fo Blind and obdurate as to think, I'hat 
Sovereignty Merciful made fo many Millions of 
Souls on purpofe to damn them r Qr that it 
ftoiild be imputed to them for Sin, that they 
were not born of the Seed of Jacob ? Was it in 
their Power to chufe the Father that fhould beget 
rijem, or the Mother that fhould conceive them ? 
How abfurd are the confequences of this narrow 
opinion ? It is an unpardonable pride and malice, 
thus to contemn ano judge thofe that are com.* 
pounded of the fime ingredients as yourfelves. 

Doubtlefs GOD has lent Prophets into all Na- 
!^9 P> guide C3hem inito the right Way^, an^ not 
wto the Way of Infidels. Thofe urito believe thei 
nofdiets, and obey dieir Precepts, (hall be faved t 
For they preach the Unity of the Divine Effence, 
the Refurreajbn of the Dead, the Day of Judg* 
went; the Joys of Paradife, and the Torments cf 
we Damned, They teach the neceffity crfjuftice, 
l?»rit^,. and good works ; exhorting all to prac«» 
tife the Gcdden Rule, without entangling thejri 
winds in endiefs niceties, which are but the fu*^ 
perfctation of piety, the excrementitioUs bur- 
dens of a religious life. Such are moft of the 
troublcfome and ridicidous Ceremonies obferved 
hy the Zealots of your Law, at which I have 
known the wife fort of Jews to laugh. Thefe 
httle Superftitions, like unprofitable Suckers, ex- 
^auft the Vitals of Religion, and leave it only a 
Kiplcfs Trunk, from which no Fruit can be ex- 

pefted. Were they commanded in the Law of 
^ofes, fomething might be pleaded in their de- 
^nce^ but, as they are only the Dreams of your 

^bi's, a wife man would beware how he put on 

aneed- 



212 LETTERS WRIT BY 
a needlefs yoke, the Stratagem of your crafty? 
.Guides, to keep you in fubje<^ion, and a ferviic 
awe of thdr authority, and a religious timorouf- 
nefs of you know not what. 

Thy letter replies to this by anticipation : for 
fuppohng that I fliould argue thus, and charge, 
you with adding Traditions of your own to the 
pofitive Injundlions of the Law, thou telieft me,^^ 
That thofe are greatly miftaken, who think, that 
all which was deliver'd to Mofes in the Mount 
Was \yritten in the two Tables, or compriz'd 
even in the Pentateuch, as if the Prophet fpent 
thofe forty Days and Nights only in keeping of 
Geefe. For it is evident, fay 'ft thou. That, i£ 
GOD had nothing elfe to give him but the- 
Written Law, he might have diipatch'd him in 
an Hour or a Day at moft. Therefore thou^ 
addeft. That by Day he gave him the Written 
Law, and by Night the myfterious explanation^ 
of it, caird, the Oral Law: which Explana- 
tion Mofes taught by Word of Mouth to Joihua,! 
his Succeilbr 5 Jofliua to the Seventy-two Seniors ; 
and that they traiifmitted .t;his Oral Traditionary 
CommeHt down to their Pofterity, even to thclait 
of the Prophets, from whomithe great Sanhedrim: 
peceiv'd it. After this evtry one delivered it ta^ 
ftis Son, as he had recbivM it frbm his Anceftors ? 
awd fo it continues to this day to be the f Rule o£ 
your Lives, in thofe cafes where the Written Law- 
is filent. I tell thee, Nathan, There appears a. 
great fliew of reafon in what thou fay'ft : And' 
It cannot be fuppos'd, That Mofes fpent all that 
time only In receiving the Written Law. Biit on. 
the other fide, I cannot believe' that the eternal 
Mind was bufied fo many days in prefcribing thofe 
ridiculous Rules and Ceremonies which are found, 
in the Talmud, and the Writings of your Rabbi's. 
It' thou tan'ft convince me of that, I will ceafe 
to perfuade thee to a change. 

1 have •a great deat more to fay, but. the hour 
of the Pofl calls on me to conclude my letter. In 

my. 
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^y next I will fully anfwer all thy ammients* 
In the mean time, let not Cuftom, and the£)t6bates 
of the Synagogue, fupplant thy Realbo, but rr* 
member thou art a Man. 

Paris, 17th of the 3d Mocm. 
. of the Year 1653. 



LETTER XV. 

To the Sublimely Wife, the Seignior of 
Excellent Dignity, Abul Recowawn*, 
Grand - Almonjer to the Sultan. 

THOIT art plac'd on a high' Seat eminent 
among the Faithful ; and the eyes of the 
^iftrefe.d are fixed on thee. Thou art the Patron 
t)f all the miferable. To thee, as to a Sanftuary, 
flies the 'ftian, whofe misfortunes have bereav'd 
him of all other hope ; whofe drooping fpirits 
can find no comfort from the reft of mortals. 
His laft and only refuge is to thee, who alt the 
faithful fteward of the Grand Seignior's liberaK- 
ties. Let not too rhuch prudence faperfede thy 
charity. The wicked and the innocent have 
equal accefs to tljee : And it ought to be fo ; for 
no man at firft Aft diftinguifli between the one 
and the other by their outward afped. Yet a 
little examination and ccmverie will fliew. the 
difierence. 

There are thofe who get iarge poffeffions un- 
der the mafque of poverty. There are. impu- 
dent Beggars, who make a trade of impofing on 
kuman compaffion, and fport tbemfelves in this 
3 humble 
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humble method of cheating^ peopleof their money; 
whilft, imagining they bmow it on perfons really 
hidigent, it b thrown away on Counterfeits, Vil- 
lains and Infidds. 

On the other fide, I havefeen true obje^b rf 
pity, men i*educ*d to the laft extremities, who 
would rather perifh, than expofe their condition 
to any, fave the Great and Noble. They efteem 
fuch as be wife men, generous, and confiderate 
of the accidents which c^nmonly befal mortak 
They think, to thefe they may freely unbofom 
riiemfelves, tell their wants, and claim relief, with- 
out the hazard .of a reproach, which wounds more 
deeply than a fhort denial. 

Thou may'ft know them by the modefty which 
appears in their faces (fays the holy PropSiet ) and 
that diey are foon repuls'd. To fuch as thefe, 
give plentiful Alms, and do not repine. For it is 
as a profitable Merchandize, fent to remote coun- 
tries, which tho* ventured on the uncertain wa- 
ters, yet in time, by the fpecial bieffings of He»* 
veil, ihall return with feven-fold interelt 

Nay, give to all that aflc : For it is better to 
mifplace our charity on nine unworthy perfons, 
than to deny an Alms to ohe that is really in 
need. Befides, it is not for the honour of a So- 
vereign Monarch, that any perfon in diftrefs 
ihoula depart from his Court» fad or difcontented 
for want of relief. 

I have in (bme of my letters glanc'd at the 
Vices of thefe Wcftern Nazarenes^ and have not 
l)een altcwgether filent as to their Virtues, Among 
which, their Charity is very confpicuous. 

The French relate a pretty paflkgeof a certain 
Cardinal, a very good ipan, and one that, by the 
multitude of his generous Ad:ions, gave occafion 
.for the World to c^l him, the Patron of the 
Poor. 

This Ecclefiaflk Prince had a conftant cufiom, 
once or twice a week, to give public audience to 
all indigent people in the hall of bis palace, and 

iTelicvc 
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relieve every one according to their various ne- 
cefiities, or the motions of his own bounty. 

One day a ppor widow, encourag'd with the 
fame of his generofity, came into the hall of 
this Cardinal, with her only daughter, a beautiful 
maid about fifteen years of age. When her turft 
came to be heard, among the crowd of petitioners, 
the Cardinal difcerning the marks of an extraor- 
dinary modefty in her face and carriage, as alfo 
In her daughter, he encourag'd her to tdl her 
irants freely. She blufhing, aiw not without tearj; 
thus addre(s*d herfclf to Wm : " My Lord, I owe 
*' for the rent of my houfe fivfe crowns, and fuch 
** is my misfortune, that I have no other meaQ3 
*' to pay it, fave what would break my heart, fince 
^* my landlord threatens to force me to it ; diat 
** is. To proftituce this my only daughter, whom 
^*I have hitherto with great care educated in 
" virtue, and an abhorrence of that odious crime. 
** What I beg of your Eminence is. That you 
*^ would pleafe to interpofe your facr^^d authority, 
** and protect us from the violende" of this crud 
*' man, 'till by our.honeft induftry wc can proj- 
*' cure the money for him." 

The Cardinal, mov'd with admiration of the 
woman's virtue and innocent modefty, bid her 
be of good courage. Then he immediately wri't ' 
a billet, and giving it into the widow's hands^ 
" Go," (aid he, '* to my fteward with this paper, 
** and he fhall deliver thee five crowns to pay thy 
"rent.'* 

The poor woman overjoy'd, and returning the 
Cardinal a thoufand thanks, went diredly to his 
fteward, and gave him the note : Which when 
fce had read, he told out fifty crowns. She afto- 
nifli'd at the meaning of it, and fearing this was 
only the fteward's trick to try her honefty, re- 
fused to take above five, faying. "She aflc'd the 
** Cardinal for no more, and me was fure 'twas 
'* fome miftake." 
On the other fide, the fteward infifted on his 

Mafter's 
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Matter's order, not daring to call it in queftion. 
But all the arguments be could ufe, were infuf- 
ficicnt to prevail onr her to take any more than 
» five crowns. Wherefore, to end the controverfy, 
heoffer'd to go back with her to the Cardinal, 
and refer it to him. When they came before 
the munificent Prince, and he was fully inform'd 
of the bufinefs ; *' 'Tis true," faid he, " I miftook 
** in writine fifty crowns ; give me the papery 
*' and I will redtify it." Thereupon he wrqQl 
again, faying thus to the woman : *' So mudl 
** candour and ^virtue deferves a recompencc,;'j 
** Here, I liave order'd you five hundred crown$f^ 
** what you can fpare of it, lay up as a dowry- 
•' to give with your daughter in marriage." - 1 

If 1 miftake not, this Cardinal was calPd Far* 
nefe. But, whatever his name was, this was an 
aftion truly heroic, and which has but few Pa* 
rallels^ 

It will be much to the glory and intereft of 
the Shining Porte, if thou fometimes, by an ex* 
traordinary largefs, raife the fortune of deferving* 
men ; and put them in a capacity to ferve the* 
Grand Seignior : At leaft, fuch bounty will oblige 
them not to differve him. 

Among the reft, permit me to recommend the 
cafe of Ebnol Barwana Kayemas, thy country- 
man : He was once profeflbr of a Timariot, but 
was turn'd out by Sultan Ibrahim, to gratify a 
creature of Schechir Para ; Thou know'ft the 
life of that infamous woman. I fay no more» 

Paris, id of the 5th Moon^ 
of the Yeari653», 
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L E T T E !t XVL 

To the Captain Bafla. 

THOU that art a man of War, delightcft, 
no doubt, to hear of combats and battles . 
And I to tell thee, that fince the beginning of 
Ae World there have never been known Tuch 
dreadful Sea-Fights, as during the prefcnt War- 
Ictween the Englifli and Dutch. It feems there 
is an emulation fprung up in the latter ; They 
frud^e the Inhabitants of Britain the Charafter, 
^hich has been given 'em from all Antiquity,; 
" Of being the moft viftorious on that element of 
** any nation on the earth." - 

• Tis poffible there may be fome more particu*» 
lar grounds for their prefent Quarrel, to which 1 
amaftranger: But affuredly they have purfued 
Acir animoGties very eagerly on both lides ; and, 
let the occaiion be what it will, the Dutch arc 
ftill lofers. 

I fent thee an account of a Combat betw:een 
their Fleets laft year, fince which they have had 
many other Engagements. And *tis faid here, 
that, during this War, the Englifh have takea 
from the Dutch near two thoufand Merchants 
veftels, and funk and burnt many of their fhips of 
War, flain fome of their chief Commanders, fpoiPd 
Jieir Trade, and reduced 'em almoft to as great 
Kreiehts^ as when they firft courted the prote§:ion 
of the Englifh againft their Sovereign the King 
^^ Spain, from whom they had then newly re- 
volted. 

But the moft terrible conflift was on the fe- 
cond of this Moon, wherein the Dutch had feven 
and twenty of their greateft fhip either funk 
or burnt, two dioufand of then* fcamen andv 

Vol. fy. L foldien , 
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Soldiers killed, and a thoufand taken prif<Hiers, 
with many Captains. That great XJeneral Tpumj), 
whom I menuon'd m my iaft, was flain in this 
JFidit, after he had perform'd prodigies of valour. 

The French fay, That;^ during the heat of thii^ 
engagement, Trump, being exceflive thirfty^ call'J 
for a bowl of wine : Which his fervanthad n« 
iboner deliverM to him, but a cannon bullet took 
his hand off juft as he was retiring from .hi^ 
Mafter. The brave General, touch-d with t 
]ioble compafflon, fpBt the wine on the dedif 
ikying, " Jt is not fit that I fliould iguench mjr 
^ thirft with the blood of a faithful flave." An* 
as foon as he had fpoke thefe words, another 
fcuUet took from him the power of ever drinking^ 
again, 

If fuch an accident mould happen to thecf 
when thou fighteft aeainft the Infidels, know fttf* 
jccrtain that thou fhalt be immediately tranfpoftei 
ito the green and fliady Banks of. the Rivers rf 
Wine in Paradife, where thou may*ft drink thy 
fill in eternal fecurity : For he that dies iightini 
ibr the Faith is a Martyr. 

' Park, itthof the SthMooa^^ 
-erf the Year :j 653. 
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LETTER XVIi: 

fro Sale Tircheni Ermin, Superintendant 
of the Royal Arfenal at Conft^tinople. 

I Remember I promifed in my laft to gire.thee a 
farther account of Pachiccnir, the famous Pi-* 
ttte of the Black-Sea. 'Twere eafy to peirform 
')ii but a temptation diverts my pen anothec 
way. 

I remember when thou wert Chiaus, I hare 
Icardthee fpeak of the Kingdom of Tunis>. wh£-t 
Ikcr thou waft fent by Sultan AmuYat, to com- 
Ipfc the differences that hapjien'd between, the 
3Dey and the Divan of that city. At the fame 
taie thou mad'ft mention of a certain admirable 
*ngine, contrived to draw up Ships, or any thing 
«ic from the bottom of the fea,: And that the 
Divan of Tunis gave to the Artift who fram'd it 
fi hundred thouland Piafters, as a Revrard cif his 
ingenuity. 

I have read in a certain French Author, of fudt 
toother device at Venice, made on purpofe to 
waw up the famous Carrac, which they call'd 
the Caftle of the Sea. This Galleon was built of 
a monftrous bulk, more for ftate than fcrvice; 
^d was overturned by her own un'w^eldinefs, as 
^^ lay at anchor^ and funk to the bottom : 
'rom whence neither that forcmentioncd Enghie, 
^t aH the art of man could raife her. Yet the 
*ill of the Engineer was highly commended^ 
^dthe Senate honoured him with the Title of 
V^^jffimo, and fettled a noble Penfion on him du- 
^ng life. 

.ft /is gueftioned, whether Ae States of HoUaijd 

> Ub^al to ^ ^ruin Frem^ Eiig^'aeer^ who 

hz has 
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has made a Ship at Rotterdam, which, they fay^ 

will out-do all the Miracles of Noah's Ark. 

This Ship is at prefcnt all the talk at Paris. 
Our merchants receive letters full of wonders 
from the Low-Countries, concerning this whir- 
ligig of a veffel, which is to move by clock-work, 
Without fails, oars, rudder, or any common ma- '. 
rinfe tackle; yet mall cut her way through the 
fea with a fwifter progrefs than the Moon glides 
along the Sky^ or Bullet out of a Cannon. This 
is the difcourfe of thofe who love to advance all 
that they hear to the height of a Miracle or 
Romance. Yet, 'tis certain, the Artift has pro- i 
mis'd it fhall equal the motion of fome hirds, and 
run twelve leagues an hour. Neither winds nor 
tides fhall forward or hinder its courfc, which, | 
depending on an internal orinciple of perpetual \ 
Motion, IS to be directed only at the pleafure of j 
him who manages the fprings and wheels. So j 
that the Matter of this Veffel fliall be able with i 
^fmgle touch of his hand, to turn it to any Point \ 
of the Compafs, in the moft boifterous weather 
thai: blows. 

This Engineer farther engages,* that his Veilel 
fhall make a voyage to the Ealt-Indies in the Re- 
volution of a Moon, and to fonie Regions of 
America in a fourth part of that time. If he ' 
be as good at performance as he is at promifing, 
he will fail round the Globe at this rate in three 
Moons. 

In farther commendation of this wonderful 
Machine, 'tis faid, that by a new invented art, it 
fhall fecretly, under water, difable anyfhip, pro- 
vided fhe be within cannon-fhot ; and this witR fo 
fudden a force, that in the fpace of fix hours it 
w^ll fucceffively fink a fleet of an hundred Ships 
of War. -, 

Moreover, this Artift, to appear not lefs fubtle. 
againfl the EflTorts of Heaven, than in furpaifing 
ail the Inventions on Earth, promifes, that hi^ 

miracu^ 
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miraculous Veffcl iball, at the diftance of ^ league 
cut afunder any Spouts or Cataracts of waters, 
which ufually threaten Mariners in the Mediterr 
ranean, and other feas. 

'Tis pofTible thou art very well acquainted with 
the nature of thefe fpouts, and the danger of 
(hips that fail near them. Yet eive mc leave 
to inform thee what I have heard from ;i .cer- 
tain Corfair, who has often met with them in the 
Levant. 

This^Pirate tells me, that a Spout is a kind of 
Aqueduct between the clouds and the fc'a, by 
which thofe pendulous cifterns above are reple- 
niih'd with water from the Ocean, drawing it up 
as through a pipej which feems to be let down 
for that end, at certain feafons, and in fome par^ 
Ucular places, where the water boils up firft above 
thefurface of the briny plain, as a fignal to thore 
thirfty bladders, to maLe a defcent there- and iuc.'c 
theirfill. . . :. V^ : . 

If this be true, who knows but that: ajl the- 
ttin, to which the earth is indebted: for ifs fcrti- 
jitjr, comes thus originally from thf fea ? For^ 
it may be made frelh, either in its firft %fcent 
trough the rofcid air, or after its reception in* 
to the clouds, by fome hidden Ene:rgy of that 
Element, or the natural Force of the Middle Re- 
|ion : Or at leaft by fome unknowiji virtue, per- 
«?ps not inferior to that by which the waters of a. 
bitter Lake in the Defart became fweet at the in- 
terceffion of our Holy Prophet, when the .whoJe. 
army of the primitive Muflumians was Iike> to^ 
haveperifti'dofthirft. 

And then how will the Weftern Philofophers 
olibofe of all the vapours which they fay are ex-: 
pal'd from this globe, and afterwards condens'di 
iato clouds ? I tell thee that's but a loofe no- 
tion of fuch retentive bodies, as the clouds feem 
to be. And 'twould tempt one to afk. What the 
veffels are made of which hold- thqfe , concfen^'d; 
L 3 • ' • exha- 
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exhalations, fo that they do not fall at once upon 
our heads and overwhelm us, but only diftil in 
fmall fucceffive ihowers drop by drop, to refirefli 
the barren parts of the earth, and ferve the nes 
fceflities of men ? And why the rains fall in the 
Indies, and other Regions of the Eaft, yf^o\t 
Moons together without intermifl?on, the reft oP 
tiie year being dry : Whereas in other countries 
the periods of the weather's alterations are un- 
certain, and in fome parts it feldom or never raina 
at all. 

Doubtlefs, the Works of the Omnipotent are in* 
fcrutable : And though it may be an argument 
of a great wit, to give ingenious reafons for many 
wonderful appearances in nature ; yet 'tis an evi" 
denceof fmall piety of judgment, to be pofitive in 
iiny thing, but the acknowledgment o? our own 
ignorance; 

Now,. I have made as wide an excurfion from 
my firft difcourfe, a$ the MauUa did, who b^ 
an Oration in praife of Noah's ark, and. ended 
with telling a tale' of an Armenian Whee!-B^- 
fow* But I will not forget that I was fpeakrg 
ef the promift which the Rotterdam Ehg^^neer has, 
madd of his Machine, That it fhould effeaually 
breafk alj the force-of Spouts j which would ren- 
der him very ferviccable to Mercharrts, as a Con- 
voy to defehd them from thofe terrible bilgbcars: 
to failors. For the Corfair tells me. That thefe 
Spouts very oft^h Occafion fhij)wrecks ; either by 
entangling themafts Of afhip, and fo overturning 
it ; or, by breaking in the encounter, overwhelm 
it with vkfater, and fo fmkit. 

He fays like#ife, that the ehriffian Pirates are 
a'ccuftom'd to ufe a certain Charm againft tjiefc 
Spouts. They have a knife, wbofe haft is made 
of the bone of a man's right arm ; and every 
Vpffel is bound to provide one or two of thele 
knives when they loofe from the fliore. Tbejf 
buy ^cm of cextain. perfbqs wbja have the cha- 
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nfler of magicians : And" when they fee a Spout 
at feme difiance from 'em at fea, the mafter of 
the Veffel, or any body elfe, t^kes this enchanted^ 
knife in his right band, and hojding the book 
•f their Gofpel in his left, reads fome part of it, 
and when he comes to a certain Verficle which 
mentions the Incarnation of their Meffiah, he 
ibakes a ^lotion with his knife towards the Spout, 
as if he would cut it in two j thereupon immc*- 
^iately the Spout breaks in the middle, and all the 
iBclos'd water falls into the fea. , 

But I tell thee, he who gives credit to the ftories 
of Charms, or the projefis of men pretending to 
excel all the reft of meir race, has more Faith than 
is requifite to him who reads ^fop's Fables, ftnce 
in perufioe that ingenious Figment we are only 
defired to beneve the MORAL. 

Tis thought by fome that this Engineer will^ 
by the natural dock-work of his heds, be mudi 
more nimble than his veflel, in flying; the dif- 
gcice which will attend hun, if his fimtaftic 
meft prove uniucceisful* la my next thou (halt 
l^BarofPachiooui'. 

£afi>> I »th of the Sth idoaa$ 
oftbcYcarx653, 
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LETTER XVIII. 
To Murat, Bafla. 

THE Engli/h, at prefent, make the grcateft 
figure and noife of all the Nations in the; 
Weft Spain, Portugal, and even France itfelf, 
courts the friendfliip of that Ifland, fince the in- 
habitants have formed themfelves into a Coramoni 
wealth. It appears as if the Englifh were but 
newly awakcn'd to a fenfe of their own ftrength. 
and by thus rouzing themfelves had alarmM ail 
their Neighbours. 

However it be, this King has fent an Ambaflador 
to the Englifh Court to break the Negotiation of 
Ac Spaniards there, and to eftablifh a Peace be- 
tween Engbnd and France, if poffible. 

One cannot tell what to make of the Maxims of 
thefe Infidels. Fbr, at the fame time, the banifliil 
Heir of the Engliib Crown takes his Sanftuanrm 
this Court, where he is carefs'd, and made to be- 
lieve great Things they will do towards his Reifau- 
ration: But Intereft iuperfedes all Arguments of 
AfFedion and Confangulitity. There are more 
foKicitous here for thefuccefs of theEmbaffy, than 
for the right of the poor exil'd Prince. He is call d 
the King 6f Scotland, having been, folemmy 
crown'd in that Kingdom fince the death of his 
father; and, entering into England with an army 
of Scots, was routed ; and, having narrowly 
cfcaped the trains that were laid for his liberty and 
life, at length landed in this Kingdom, where he 
has been entertainM with much feeming affe<9ion. 
But the dread they are under, of the vidorious new 
Englifh Commonwealth, makes 'em begin to talk 
of his departure from hence. 

The Prince of Conde has taken Rocroyj wh:c)i 
wras ti^erfirft place where, helfignaliz'd his arms, in 



A SPY AT PAR^S. 225 

the Infant Reign of this King, ab'out ten years 
ago ; which the fuperftitious interpret as an Omen 
ofill Luck to the King. This fort of people are 
led by Maxims void of reafon, .ajid.fo there is 
no regard ta be given to their- obfervations : Yet 
fome of the wifcr fort think this will-prove a long 
War. 

That which amufes people moft, is the fmall 
concern the Prince of Conti and the Dutchefs of 
Longueville {hew for their ' brother's . taufe. F#6r, 
while the King was on his march againft the 
Prrnceof Conde, they came and fubmitted theniw 
felves tor him, and were received to fkvour, Thofe, 
who are apt to fiifpe£i an intrigue in every thin^j^^ 
fay tlKit this reconciliation is only feign'd on their 
part, it being a means to ferve thear perfecutid 
nrother with greater fecurity and fuccefs. Others 
'are of opinion, that it is real, efpebially- o» the 
Prince of Conti's part ; fince he and his brother 
had never an^y good underftanding. 
- There has. been a battle lately fought between 
the French and Spanifli forces in Italy: Wherein 
the Spaniards^ loft twelve -hundred mtn, and the 
French above half that number of tlieir /beft fol- 
diers. So that the King of France may fay. with a 
famous General^ ^'^Vidxones attended with foJkittle 
•* advantage, will ruin ratheiv than enlarge an Eni- 
**pire.» . - 

• Baila, in the mid ft of thy grandeur I wifti thete 
health, which fweetens the worft e^^ents. As for. 
Bie, Pm.like one hovering between two -wfirlds- 

Pari?, 15th of the. 9th Moon, , ^ 

of the Y«ir i65>. ' « - - ....... . , 
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LETTER XIX. 

T6"Afis, Bafla. 

THE Gods of the Nazarcnes, one wouM 
think, were ftudying haw to perplex their 
Adorers, Thefe Weltern Parts abound with 
prodigies and furpailing events. More efpeci- 
^Uy the Low-Countries feel the Strokes of a 
Hand, which by making 'em finart, feems to put 
them in mind. They're too high in their owft 
Conceit. 

For fiu^eral weeks we hive been alarm'd from 
thence with the tragical ftories of (hipwreck^ 
inundations, tempefts of thunder and lighteningr 
not ufukl at this time of the year j monftrous Spec- 
tres feen rifing out of th©^ leas, lakes, and riven^ 
Armies' in the Air, with Comets, and other woa- 
derful Ap|>arition8, 

The States of the United Provinces haveloltDK- 
wreck fixteen Ships - of War, and thirty-feven 
.Merchant Veflek. It looks as if iEolus and Nep- 
tune, the chief Gods of the Hollanders,, had en- 
ter'd into a League to puni(h 'em for ftrugglmg 
-againft their Fate, whilA they maintain a Fleet ti» J 
bcaye.and plunder the Englim, under whofe iha- 
dow they nrft rofe to a power they fo ungratefully 
now pouefs, ^ a 

For, befides thefe loffes at.fea^ the winds and 
waves have confpir'd to break down their very 
Banks, the only guard they have againft that en- 
croachinjg Element. All the Low-Countries arc 
overwhelmed with water : Infomuch as, five m'lj^^ 
within land from Oftend, there has been found a 
Whale newly caft upj^ fcven times as long as a 
• Biaa* i 

This 
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' This the Infidels look on as a great Prodigy, and 
the Fore-runner of fome ftrange Revolution ; tho* 
it is but a natural event, and frequently happens 
In thofe feas whem Whales "are inpre plentiful. 
The Naturalifts fayf that this King of the Scaly 
Nations never makes his progrefs through the feas 
without his Guide ; which is a certain fmall fifb, 
that always fwims before him, and gives him warn- 
ing of fiats and ihallows, upon which he of*- 
ten ftrikes, and fometimes on the main ihores, 
if this little Guide chance to be devoured by 
any other fiih, or come to other miihap. And 
this may be the reafon, why fo many Whales 
are found on the fands when the tide ebbs. 
They fay alfo, that when this little fiftx is in- 
clined to reft, it retires into the Whalers belly, 
repofing itfelf there for fome time; during which 
the' Whale refts alfo, not daring to venture for- 
ward, till his Guide comes forth, and le^ds the 
w^y. If this be true, it feems as if there were 
-a league or friendfhip contraiSfccd between 'thefe 
two, they mutually performing all the neceflary 
offices of love and gratitude. And how this can 
he done without- fome Species of Reafon, I cair- 
not comprehend. 

Let them at the Port call me M inefih, or what 
they pleafe, I cannot forbear doing this jurffice 
to the pifti of the Sea^ as well as to the Ani- 
mals on Earth, to acknowledge, that either they 
are endued with a kind of Reafon j or that 
Faculty, which we call £a in men, is no other 
than fenfe. If the Brutes perform maoy things 
Vfthout ^y deliberation or counfel, fo do 
moft men : And no man can demonftrate, that 
frch tiiofe dvmb beings do not advife and pro- 
jeft, before they attemqpt any thing of moment 
towards theii* own prefervation,, or the fei- 
vice of others. And if they feem to do inany 
*hirtgs ra&Jy, it may' be Attributed to the quiclr- 
lirfs and vivadty (tf ihdr Seafe, which, needs 

not 
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not the flow and phlegmatic methods of human 
'counfel. 

Suffer thefe Digreffions, courteous Bafla; ani, 
fince I have led thee fo far out of the road, take 
buc another flep, and Til fbM^ thee a great Mo- 
narch, who commands millions of men, carried 
away captive by a filly 'Beaft. 

The King of France, t'other day, as he was 
a hunting, difcharg'd a fowline-ptece at a Par- 
tridge on the wing. The bird drop'd, and the 
Monarch, eager to take up his game, gave the 
'reins to his horfe, who ran away with him 
over a great plain, for the fpace of half a league. 
And had not the King fallen off, within fix 

faces of a great chafm or hole of the earth, 
e would have been carried, for aueht I know, 
to keep company with Horatius Curtius, the 
venturous Roman, of whofe exploits thou haft 
heard ; for the furious fteed not being aware 
of the danger before him, as foon as he had 
caft the King gallop'd full fpeed into the gap- 
ingPrecipice, and was never more heard of. 

This the Priefts cry up for a miraculous efcape 
and prefage, " That the King is referv'd by Pro^ 
** vidence for great things.'' 

The King of Portugal has an AmbafTador here, 
who in his Matter's name propofes a match be- 
tween this King and the Infanta of Portugal, pr<rf- 
fering four millions of crowns as her Dowr;^. 
. But the Court entertains this motion coldly, the 
Cardinal being averfe, for what reafon is not 
known ; for the Infanta has an illuftrtous cha- 
radier, and known to be a Princefs of incompa- 
rable virtue* 

This Minifter is manning a majtdi c^ nearer 
concern to himfelf, defigninjg to marry one of 
his nieces to the Prince of Conti, brother to 
the Prince of Conde. And 'tis faid, this 
Prince ^receives the Cardinal's propofals wi^th 
kfs fcorn, than did the Count of SoiiTons 

thofe 



I 
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jBiofe of Cardinal Richlieu, on the like occa- 
lion. 

,► Here is a rumour, as if the Prince of Gond« 
tVould . be condemned by a Procefs of Parlia^ 
ment, and that he will be put to death in 

This indignity is common among the Infidels, 
who efteem whatfoever Honour and Difgrace is 
Jihewn to Images, as done to the Perfons whom 
they reprefent. They have no other- excufe for 
4heir Wor£hip of Things made by the Hands d 
Men like themfelves, but that it is purely relative, 
and centers in the Prototype. 

. In the mean time the Prince of Conde's friends 
and well-wifhers fmile at his imaginary death ; 
knowing, that, if noefFeSual ftroke of Fate carry 
him out of the world, he will be at the head of 
a potent army in the Spring, to put many to death 
in reality, and by the edge of.the fword^^whofighif 
Tor his enemies. 

A while aeo a man was imprifon'd here by his 
own folly ; liaving voluntarily declared, that he 
was hir'd by this Prince to affaffinate Cardinal Ma- 
zarini. 

I have formerly fpoken of the Count d' Har- 
court, and the difgrace he was in at this Court, 
for not continuing the fiege of Londa, a ftrong 
Hold of the Spaniards in Catalonia. The Gene- 
ral is a brave man, and has done eminent fen- 
vices to the Crown of France. It is no wonder, 
therefore, that he laid to heart the coldnefs and 
contempt with which he was recelv'd at his ce^ 
turn from that unfortunate campaign. Great 
Souls are . to be car'efs'd with more than ordi- 
nary attefSiion in their adverfe fortunes j and 
^ithful fervants ought not to be reproach'd 
with evcFy falfe ft^p or ill fucpefs in their af- 
fairs. . The Count refenting the King^s carr 
•riage towards him^ removed himfclf from the 
Couit, and tiien out of the Kingdom ^ defig^- 
"^ ^ ing. 
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mgy as is fiH)pofed, to fervc the Emperor of C$^- 

»any. 

lyaft week his two fons, that were detain d as 
Hoftages in this city, made their efcape ; the Dute 
of Lorrain having promifcd to give the eldcft h^j j 
daughter in marriage. t> j 

The Duke roves up and down like a Free-Bodter, ] 
with an army of Banditti at his heels. 

Renown'd Afis, I make an humbly and affec- 
tionate obeifance : wifhing thee as many years of 
life, as thou canft pals without langiiiihing f» 
^death. 



Paris, lyth of the iith Mooi^ 
of the Year 1^5 3*^ 



LETTER XX. 

To the Dgebe Nafir, Baflai^ 

THOU fucccedeft a righteous Minifter, Cbf- 
urgi Muhammet^ : I wilh thee a furplufage 
of happinefs 5 which thou wilt not fail to pof- 
fefs if thou inheriteft the virtues of that BzSh 
as well as his Office. May his Soul now jtafte the 
reward of his juft life ! And I doubt not but 
he has made an happy experience of my wiihes* 
He fits down in quiet under the Tree ci 
Eden; his bead encompafe'd with a Garland 
'of Flowc'-s, which never fade 5 ^efted with tl» 
immarcefciwe Crimfon, and Purple of Par^ 
difc» He repofcs oa his Bed pf Delight, Vbiift 

beau* 
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beatitiful Pages ferve him in Veflels of Gold, 
fct round with Saphires and Emeralds : He 
drinks the del.eftable wine which never inebri- 
ates i and eats of the Fruits, every morfel of" 
which prolongs his life for a thbufand Ages. 
He" hears nothing but -the voices of fuch as* 
are full of benediftion and joy. The Virgins 
of Paradife falutfe him with a grace which can- 
not be exprefs'd. They chant to the new- 
come Guefts Songs of imnxortal Love. To the 
ftranger from Earth, they tell their paffions in. 
ftrains which ravifli his heart. He is diflolv'd 
in a thoufand Ecftacies. This is the Reward 
©f a pious Mufllilman, a wife Minifter, a jufE 
Judge of the Faithful; Follow his.ex;ample, and 
thou fhalt be tranflated into his company : For 
be is in a goodly place, near the fpring»head of 
perfeablifs. 

Thou wilt expe£t fome news from me, is 
a teftimony of my refpeiil. And I cannot pre- 
tend there is none ftirring, at a juncture when, all 
this part of the world is fo full of A6lion,.or at 
leaftofCounfels: 

Here have been great rejoicings lately fbr the^ 
taking of St. Menehoud, a ftrong town in the 
hands of the Prince of Conde. All the Of- 
ficers of the French King's army endeavoured 
to diffuade him frt>m the fiege of this place ; 
but Cardinal Mazarini over-ruVd their argu- 
ments, and, having reprov'd . their groundfefs 
fears, caus'd it to be inverted and attacked the 
2.2d of the loth Moon- Some fay he had a 
party there J yet it held out 'till the 2^th of 
*be laft Moon, at which time it was furren- 
^er'd upon Articles to the King, who was there 
in perfon, with his brother the young Duke of 
Aojou, the Queen, the Cardinal, and the whole 
Court. They returned to this city the Qth of 
this prefent Moon. 
They were received with great acclamattons, 

and 
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and fccming joy, by thofe who would have 
triumphed more heartily, had they been defeat- 
ed, or forc'd to raife the Siege. For the ci- 
tizens of Paris wifh well to the Prince of 
Conde's arms, not fo much out of love to 
him, as in hatred of his enemy the Cardinal 
Minifter. And they are fenfible. That this 
fuccefsful fiege will redound wholly to the Car- 
dinal's honour, by whofe fole orders the place was 
inveftcd. 

. It is difcours'd, that this Minifter has feme 
new defign on foot, to conquer the Kingdom 
of Naples. This is certain, a mighty Fleet is 
fitting out to fea : Whither bound no man knows 
but tnofe of the Cabinet, among whom the Car- 
dinal is chief. ^ - 

In the mean while, the common people liijeii 
after certain Prodigies that have been (een in 
the air. They fay, a flaming Sword appeared 
lately, to^ rife in the North, and take its courfe I 
Sou tn-Eaft ward. From whence people make 
various Prognoftics, . as their paflions or inter- j 
efts infpire them. Some are of opinion it pre- 
fages the Conqueft of Naples by the King*s. 
arms. Others apply it to the new Common- 
wealth of England, and to the vicftoricTus f\yord 
of Oliver 5 who, from General of the Eng- | 
Ii{h army. Is now, in this very Moon, cx- 
'alted to the Height of Sovereign Power, 
governing the Nations of England,. Scotland J 
. and Ireland, under the * Title of their Piiotec- 
tor. 

Here are divers of his Subje£ts in this city,; 
and other EngHih,. Scots, and Irifh, who embrace 
the intereft of Charles, the fon of their late mur- 
der' d King, who has been ilnce crown'd King. of 
the Scots. They give a different character of 
Oliver ; yet all agree, that he is. a wife State fitw? 
and a great General. 

The Scotch King's party fpeak contcwp- 
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tible of Oliver's birth and education : Yet thou 
knoweft this hinders not, but he may be a 
man of courage and virtue. They relate many 
odd paflages of his Youth, wnich fecm to 
me to many evidences of an extraordinary 
Genius, and that He is a pcrfon of a deep 
leach. - 

He tampered with feveral religious Faftions 
in England, counterfeiting an exquifite piety, 
^whereby he firft rais'd himfelf a name among 
•the Zealots of that Natipn, who look'd upon 
faim there as a very holy perfon, and one mark'd 
out by Deftiny for great undertakings. 

He foon got a confiderable Cortimand in the 
army of the Rcvolters ; where he fignaliz'd 
Jiimielf by many brave actions, which fpoke 
him a man of an invincible courage, and ad- 
mirable conduft. So that at lengm none was 
thought niore fit than he to be Greneral. 'In 
fine, he acquitted himfelf' fo gkllantly in thai 
high Office, and has fo wrought, hihifelf«^in-i 
to the affe£^ions of the people, that they How 
look upon him as: a- Prophet or ^Saviour ;* and 
the Divan,, or Parliaments bf that Nation^ 
have- conferred on him the Sbvercigi^ Autho- 
rity;^ ? 

Thofe of the £ng}i(h, which are * ztkSttd to 
his intereft, fpeak great things in hi^ praife^ 
They call him another Mofes or Jbfhua ; 
they prefer him to Hannibal, Scipio, and even 
to the Great Alexander. It is difficult for 
them to (peak of him without Hyperboles. 'Tis 
faid the King of France v/ill court his friertd- 
fliip. Indeed all the neighbouring countries 
ftand in awe of this fuccefsful Hero. And the 
Hdlanders, who are the only people that durft 
engage in a War with the En^liih Common- 
wealth, now feek -for a Peace, fmce he is invefted 
with the fupremcAuthority. 
In the mean time the poor exil'd King of 

the 
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the -Scots takes, fanauary iji this. Court, \titfc. 
his mother the late Queen of England, ;urf 
hjs brother^ whom they call the Duke of Yort 

Li^ tt^5^" ^^ allows them all very confidc- 
rable Fenfions ; and the latter has fome CommanA 
in his Army in Flandersl There is aaothcr bro- 
ther alR) ; but little talk'd of as yet, being th* 
youngeft of the three.. 

They are generoufly estertain'd bene, it be* 
mg the peculiar honour of this Court to be 
a hofj^table Refuge to Princes in.diftrds.. Yet 
obfervintt njen fay, the King will, ia time wow 
weary of his Royal Gudts ; it being veiy 
chargeable to mamtain them and their bur- 
denfome retinue* Befides, be will have fome 
reafon of ftate to difcard them, if he enters into a 
league with Oliver^ the new EnglUh Sovereign, 
who IS courted on all haads. 
. Eliachim the Jew (of whom tbw wilt tear 
in the pivanjl is. jaft come intio my cham- 
ber, and brings me word. That th^re is an 
cxprefe newly arrived, who informs the Queen 
*^ ii^^ir^^ given to the &wniajds near a city 
called Roaes, which they had befie«d m Ca* 
taloniau ,.Tl^e Ftei^h were going to the le* 
liet of this place,, and the l^aniards kt upon 
them m their . march,, blit werd beaten into 
their trenchep^ ; from whence they fled by nigit, 
leaving three hundred Spaniards on the ipot, aJ- 
molt two thoufand prifoners, and all their cannon 

This has put the Court into a jolly hu- 
mour. iNothing but revelling and dancing cn»' 
ploys their time : The young King taki/?f 
great delight in balls, mafqties, and fucb re- 
creatipnsj having left off huntings . ever fince 
ftis horfe ran .^way with him in tht tendi , 
Moon of this year, after he had fhot a Par- 
tridge, Whereof I'have fgoken .already . in one of 

The- 
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TTtic great GOD prcferve thee ftom Precipices^ 
Poifon, the Glances of a Witch, and from be- 
ing canoniz'd a Martyr in a String: And, for 
otEer deaths, thou haft Virtues enough to cnr 
counter 'cm bravely. 

Paris, 30th of the nth M9mi» 
ofdie Year 165). 
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LETTER I. 

To Bcdredin, Superior of the Convent o£ 
Derviches, at Cogni atNatolia^ 

WHEN I firft open'd thy venerable letter^ 
my heart on a fudden became frefh as a 
garden of rofes or fields of cinnamon and myrrh, 
whofe odours are exhal'd by the Weft wind. In 
my breaft there fprung a fountain of joy, ferenc 
as cryftal, and refreming as the waters of Eu- 
phrates. 

I contemplate thee as a Cedar among the trees 

of the Foreft, or as the durable Oak of the Dc- 

fart. May Heaven prolong thy life, till the Sound 

of the Trumpet ! 

The <;ommands, with which thou haft honour'd 

fne^ 
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mc, came in an acceptable hour. I have receiv'd 
them with a complacency which I cannot exprefs. 
My eyes were fo fix'd on the lines of great purity^ 
that 1 could not for a long time take them oft. 
Thou haft hit the mark of my affection^ in em- 
ploying me to write what the moft impartial Hifto-* 
rians (ay of Jefus, the fon of Mary, the Chriftian 
Meffias. 

That holy Prophet was honour'd by his very 
enemies. Jofepfius, a learned Jew, who liv'd in 
his time, and wrote the Hiftory of that Nation, 
makes worthy mention of him. 

So did many of the Gentile Philofophers, 
thouffb they oppos'd his Difciples and Followers. 
Porphyry, whom the Chriftians commonly re- 

5ute as a bitter enemy to his Profeffion, yet calls 
efus. Wife, BlefTed, and Divine. That Sage 
was exafperated againft a certain Se£l of Naza- 
renes^ in his time, whom they call'd Gnoftics.. 
Thefe corrupted the Doftrines of Plato, and the 
Theology of the Ancients ; wantonly mixing hu- 
man fables with divine truth. Againft thefe 
Porphyry (harpen'd his pen, and, not making, 
a difference between them and other Chriftians, 
drew upon- himfelf the ill-will of them all.. Yet 
ie retained a profound attachment for the Mef- 
fias. 

Would^ft thou know the circumftances of this 
Holy Prophet's birth? They were glorious even 
in obfcurity. For, though his father and mo- 
fcrwere then upon the road to Jerufalem, ftran- 
jcrs at Bethlehem, and forc'd for want of room 
in the Caravancera to lodge in a ftable with an 
ox and an afs,) where the Meffias was born, and 
l^d in a manger ; vet in this contemptible ftate 
there came fomc ot the Ma^i out of Perfia and 
Chaldasa, who brought Preients to the Holy In- 
fant J and having laid at his feet gold, myrrh, 
^nd incenfe, they proftrated themielves on the 
gfound. and praifed GOD, the Moft High King 
5 - of 
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of All, in that he had honourM them ^ith a fi^t 
of the Meflias. 

This was in the 43d Year of the Reign of Au- 
guftus Caefar the Roman Emperor ; at which timd 
one Herod was Prefident of Judea. This man 
being informed, that certain noble Strangers were 
come out of the Eaft to Jerufalcm, he fent for 
them, and requiriiig the occafidn of fo tedious a 
journey, they gave him this anfwer. 

*' Peace be to thee, O Sultan ; There was of 
^ old time a Prophet of great fame in our Na- 
*' tion ; who, among other prefllcftions that have 
** fince come to pafs, left alfo this in writing. 

" That m Paleftine fhould be born a Child of 
^* heavenly Race, who would rule over the great*- 
** eft part of the world ; and by this fign ye 
*** fhall k<now the time and place of his birdi : 
** A ftrange Star fliall appear in the Firmamentj 
*' which mall dired you to the very houfe where 
" you may find him. When therefore ye fliall 
^ Dehold this Star, take gold, ftiyrrh, and incenft^, 
^* and following the conduct: of the Star, go and 
" offer thefe gifts to the young Child i then re^ 
** turn immediately to your own country, left {Qt^^ 
** grievous calamity befall you. 

" Now this Star has appearM to us, we arc 
** come to perform what was commanded us." 

Herod faid to them, " Ye have done well. Go 
^ therefore and feek diligently for the Infant j 
^^ and when you have found him come and tell 
** me, that I may go and pay homage alfo." 

But they never retum'd to him again. Where- 
fore Herod in his anger and jealoulV jtommanded 
all the Infants in Bethlehfem to be fWingled; that 
had not been born above four and twenty Moons. 
But the father and the mother of the Holy In- 
fant fled away with him into the^Land wher^ 
it never rains, the fame night that the Magi 
came. 

What I here relate to thee^ fage Bedrcdin,»» 
3 tafcen 
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ben out of approv'd Hiftorians, for many among 
e <5entiles wrote of thefe things befides the 
luiftians. 

There was a Reman Philofopher much about 
c fame time, 3. "man in great efteem with Caefar^ 
whom he wrote a letter, wherein ' he men- 
3ns the coming of the Magi after this man* 
y. *' Certain oriental Perfians, fays h^ have 
fet foot within the limits of thy Empire, bring- 
ing prefents fit only for Kings, to a certam. 
Child newly born in the Country of the Jews j 
' but who this Infant is, or whofe fon, we are yet 
^ignorant." 

Thou feeft, O pious Dervich, that the Meffias 
ppear'd with no fmall luftre, even in his Cra- 
lle ; and, in his early years, he enter'd into tbq 
Temple, and disputed with the Hebrew Rabbi -s,. 
»nvincing them of an univerfal defec9:ion from 
^e Drimitive Law of Mofes, declaring himfelf 
the Meffias ; and yet in profound humility ac- 
knowledging. That a Prophet fhoyld come after 
him, who mould be preferred before him, the 
duft of whofe feet he was not worthy to kif&, 
This paflage the Chriftians have perverted to 
Another fenle ; but the true Faithful know it was 
Jjoken only of Mahomet, the SEAL of the PRO* 

*hets. 

The time would faH me^ to recount all the 
ftupendous affions of this Man's life : And, in 
'galling him MAN, I imitate his own example 5 
«nce throughout the whole he never called him- 
fclf GOD, or the Son of GOD, as the Chriftians 
^Oj but moft frequently gave himfelf the Title of 
tte Son of Man. He turn'd water into wine, 
red five thoufand people with five Cakes and two 
finall Tench : Heal'd all dife^fes, reftor'd fight to 
^em that were born blind, rais'd the dead, went 
Jpvifibly through crowds of his enemies, and> 
|™^ly, was taken up into Paradife. 
I If thou WQ\ild*ft kAOW more of this Holy Pro- 

pheti 
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phet : there are Hiftorians who fay, He was ini- 
tiated in the Myfteries of the Eflenes, sl certain 
Seft among the Jews. ,..,,. 

That nation, it feems, was then divided in- 
to feveri Claffes : among which, this of the El- 
fenes was none of the leaft confiderable, as 
being the moft religious obfervers of the Law. 
Their converfation was full of humanityr, both 
among themfelves, and towards ftrangers ; avoidj. 
ing pleafures as enemies to the mind, and 
eftecming charity the very cement of all vir* 
tues. Therefore they defpisM marriages, as an 
entanglement to men devoted to contempla- 
tion. They had alfo mi equal contempt for 
riches : No man of this Seft callM any thing 
his own, though 'twere his lawful inheritance j 
but their boffeiTions were in common and equally 
diftributed. 

' It was among their Myfteries, to anoint tneir 
bodies frequently with oil, and as often to wain 
'em with running water. They neither bought 
nor fold, nor frequented the public Places ; but 
every one communicated freely fuch things as , 
he poffefs'd, to him that ftood in need. Thus i 
there was a reciprocal exchange of kindneiles 
and affiftance,N according to every one's facuJty > 
and power. They were very aifiduous in watch- ' 
ing, fafting, and prayers, curious in obferving 
the various names of the Angels, which I^Y 
frequently repeated, invocating thofe happy ^^' , 
ings, as the Minifters of the King eternal: Ana , 
thofe, who were exercis'd in this kind of reli- 
gious life, arriv'd to fo great a conftancy o* 
mind, that neither racks, fire, fword, or any 
other tortures, could ever move 'em to renounce 
their Law, or fpeak the leaft word in con- 
-tempt of their Inftitution. Nay, they wouW ^ 
rather fufFer Martyrdom, than be prevail'd on 
to tafte of any thing that had life in it. f^/* 
they were ftrift observers of the Law, which 

coin- V 
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commands perpetual abftinence from the Fleih 
C^f Animals. 

It was an eflablifh'd Artide of Faith, that as 
loon as the Unten of foul ahd body vrsis diffolv'd 
by Death, the former by a natural inclination 
aicends to the (kies, even as fparks fly upward 
when freed frpm the grofs^ earthly matter in which 
they lay imprifon'd. 

I have here given thee a fhort and true 
charafter of the Effencs. Of which SeS all 
Qu'tftians -own the Meffias to be a Favourer, 
if not Member $ in regard he is no where 
recorded to have upbraided them as often as he 
did the Pharifees, Sadducees, HerodianS) and the 
itft. 

Time will not permit me to fay more at pre*- 
lent concerning that venerable Prophet. But, if 
thou would 'ft nave a perfed Idea of all his vir- 
tue and (kn&ity of life, turn thy eyes inward^ and 

fix them on thyfelf. For thou art a lively Traa* 

fcript of the Holy Je(iis. 

Paris, ifttifthe tft Mooa, 
«f the Year 1654. 
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LETTER 11. 

To the Venerable Mufti. 



THOU haft heard of the Jcfiiits, an Order 
of Nazarene Dervifes. All Europe abounds 
widi them ; and they have attempted to fettle 
themfelves at the fublime Port» and feveral places 
of Afia : Beildes their a£hial ppfieffions in the 
Indies, where they are very numerous and power- 
ful. They are efteem'd the richeft Order of 
the Roman Church, tho' the Conftitutions of 
their Founder oblige rfiem to perpetual Poverty. 
But what will not the facred hunger of gold tempt 
men to ? . For the fake of this charming metal, 
they can difpenfe with antiquated Laws and dull 
melancholy Vows. * ^ 

Thefe religious perfons have lately fpread about 
a letter in print, which they pretend comes from 
one of their Order in America. 

This Difpatch relates a ftrange accident that 
has happen'd at the Sepulchre of our holy 
Prophet, (upon whom reft the Favours of the 
Eternal.) For it affirms, That, in the eighth 
Moon of the laft year, the Shrine which con- 
tains the Body of the heavenly Miffioner, fell 
from the roof of the facred Mofque, to whkK 
they fay, it adherM by virtue of a Magnet, 
faften'd in the Centre of the Arch ; and that, 
at the fame time, the Pavement of the Temple 
open'd, and fwallow'd up that venerable Ark, 
wherein was repoTited the moft holy Reliques in 
the world. And that from the Chafm there 
iiTued out a flame like that of Sulphur, accom- 
pany'd with fuch a fmoke and intolerable Aenchj 
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B caus*4 all the Pilgrims that were prefent to 
Iwoon away : Whereupon many of them are fincc 
tum'd Chnftians. ' di i). : 

1 his forgery is believ'd here bij^ thfa&who never' 
xamine any thing their Priefts* SceH^ them, but 
ake all on truft. The common rf>eopIe blefs 
hemfelves in that they were born of Chriftian 
larencs, and not 6f the Difciples of that wicked 
tmpoflor : So they bhifpheme the Man in whom, 
die Prom>fes of tneir Me^s -are^ verified, when 1 
lie faid, " He would intercede with GOD. ta ^ 
^* fend a Prophet who fliouldrlead *em into all 
"tmth." '• 

They would never be at the pains or cofl to. 
examine, whether the foundation of this ftory be 
tnie or falfe. All the Muffulmans. who have been . 
at that Holy ' of Holies know, that the Body of - 
our Divine Law-giver repofcs in a Sepulchre, - 
built after the feme manner ag tte Tombs, of 
oar auguft EmpenM-s,. and? otlier Dormitories, of 
the Great : Only with this cfifference, that it 
fiirpafies aD the Monuments of che world in the 
invaluable richnefs of its ornaments^ the gifts of 
devout Muflulman Priiices. There appears al- - 
ways fuch an infupportable luftre of gold and pre- 
cious ftones, in every an^e of thattnyftoi;ious re^ 
ccfs as may well dazzle the eyes of wortaj $peida- 
tors, fince the Angels themfelves are forc'd to be 
veird within thofe majeftic walls. 

Hence it is not hard to fuppofe, that the cir- 
CRlar Refra&ions of fuch a glitterine Orb of Jewels 
flight create the refemblance of a Tomb fufpcnd- 
ed m the air, or cleaving to the roof of that glo- 
rious Edifice, deceiving the eyes ot fome ignorant, 
l>ut devout MufTulrnans, from whom this magne- 
tic Fable firil took its origin. However it be, no 
inan of common Faith, or but ordinary fenfe, will 
believe, that GOD, who has for fo many ages 
pretefied the Sepulchre of his Apoftle and Fa- 
vourite, verifying therein the Prophecy of Mahomet 
M 2 himfelf^ 
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himfelf, who foretold, as did other Prophets be* 
fore him, " That the Place of his Teft fliould be 
** glorious, and that the ereateft Monarchs of the 
** earth mould . vific it :" Jl fay no man will believe 
that GOD woyjd at length fufFcr fo vile a difgrace 
to happen tothe Tomb of his-Meileager, the Re- 
fuge of Sinners. 

But the Nazarenes will believe any thing fave 
the truths They are given up to a Spirit of De- 
lufion and Error, incapable of light and inftruc- 
tion. 

Thus I leave 'em till the Day of Alarm, and 
the Hour of Scrutiny ; when the Angels oi the 
Teft iliall enter the Graves, and, having made 
experiment of every man's Works and FaitOy (hall 
give the Juft a Regtfter of their Virtues in their 
Right hand, but to the Wicked in their Left hand, 
a black Record of their Sins. 

In the mean time, I proftrate myfelf befeft 
thee, besging, that, when thou turneft thy Face 
to the Houfe of n>rahim, and the Tomb of the 
Prophet, thou wilt fend up one Ejaculation for 
Mahmut, that he mayperfeverein fliunning^ 
Errors of the Infidels. 

Paris, 19th of ifae ift MooO| 
- oftheYeari«54.. 
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LETTER III. 

To Cara Hali, Phyfician to the Grand 
Seignior. 

SINCE what I wrote laft in behalf of the 
Brute Animals is fo acceptable to, thee, I will 
e<»nply with thy requeft iir continuing that difr 
CQune. 

'Tis certain the Ancients had another opinion 
of the Beafts than thefe French Philofophers, wha 
deny them the ufe of Rcafon. Socrates us'd to 
fwear by the Animal Generations, and (o , did 
Bhadamanthus before him. The Egyptians fonn'd 
die Images of the Gods in the fmiilitude of 
Beafts, or Birds or Fiihes. . So the Grecians 
fix'd the Horns of a> Ram on the Head of Jupi- 
ter's, ftatue, and thofe of a Bull on the linage 
of Bacchus. They compounded the Image of 
Pan of a Man and a Goat ; painted the Mufea 
and Graces with Wings : And the Poet Pindar 
piakes all the Gods winged, and difguifes them . 
in the ihapes of feveral Besuls, when in his Hymns, ^ 
he introouces diem chas'd by Tryphon. Thou . 
knoweft alfo, that our holy Doftors affirm the 
Angel Gabriel to have Wings, with one of which 
he once gave a mark to the Moon. 

When the Poets bring in Jupiter courting • 
fafiphae, he appears in the form ot a BulL And . 
in his other Amours, if we may believe them, 
he chang'd himfelf fometimes into a Swan, then 
into an Eagle: They report alfo, that he was 
fuckledbyaGoat. 

For thefe and other reafons, the Ancients not 
M 3 foiily 
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only forbore to injure their Fellow Animals^ but 
cntertain'd them witk-^ Angular aflFeftion and 
friendihip. A Dove was the darling of Semi- 
ramis. A Dog was the joy of' Cyrus. Philip 
King of Macedon made a Swan his companion. 
And our holy Law-giver was often wont to fport 
himfelf with a Cat. He lov'd this creature for 
its clcannefs and aiftivity ; and therefore we Muf- 
fulmans generally have a Cat in great efteem and 
veneration. 

That Favourite of GOD undcrftood the Lan- 
guage of Beafts, and convers'd as familiarly with 
them at with men. So it is* fam'd of Melam- 
pus, and Tirefias of old, as alfo of ApoUonius 
xyanaeus, who affirm'd to his friend, fitting 
by him, that a Sparrow, which he heard chirp- 
ing to his fellows, told them of an Afs wkia 
he had feen fall down with ^ his load a iittk 
wayoiF from that olace. It is alio recorded « 
a boy, who ttiidemood all the Voices of BiiaS) 
and by that means. could foretel thinf^s to come, 
That bis mother, by pouring urine into hfe 
ears when he was zikopu^ deprived him of his 
incompaiable gift, for rear he fhould be tato 
Irom her, and prefenfsd to the King. There 
46 ;sio qudlion, but fcveral Nations have a cer- 
tain knowledge of the Speech of fome Animals. 
My Countrymen, by a peculiar gift beftow'd on 
our Fathers and their rofterity for ever, undef- 
ftaftd the language of Crows and Eagles. And 
the Ancients were fo well vers'd in this Know- 
kdgie^ that when they convers'd with the Birds^ 
or at leaft when they heard them in their Lan- 
guage litter pcefa^es of what ihould fhortly hap- 
pen to Earth, tUcy^ perfuaded themfelves that 
tliofe Birds were the Mefiengers of the Gods. 
7'hereiore the Eagle was fuppos'd to be the 
Meflenger of Jupiter, the Crow and Hawk of 
Apollo, the Stork of Juno, the Owl of Minerva, 
and fa of others*. 

It 
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It is evident, that our common Huntfmen un- 

• defftand the different Voices of their Dogs, when 

at a diftance they fignify by one kind of Cry, 

rhat they» are quwing after the Hare ; by ano- 

tjher, that they have found her ; by a third, that 

tliey have taken* her, or that fhe is turn'd to 

the Rigfht hand, or to the Left. So thofe, who 

« look after cattle, . know by the Voice of the 

. Bull wAen hfc is hungry, thirfty, or weary, or 

'when <he is. ftung with luft. So by the Koar- 

.i«g of the Lion, the Howling of Wolves, the 

Bleating of Sheep, Men are made fenfible of the 

various wants, inclinations, and paflions of thofe 

creatures. 

Nor arc thefe Animals ignorant of our Lan- 

.g:uage, but by ©ur voices or words thty know 

when we ire angry or pleae'd, when we call 

tdEiemto us or drive them from us: And our do- 

wadBc animals obey accordingly, with as much 

:|«oniptiieis and alacrity as a man or maid-fer- 

yant. All which could not be, if they were 

not endued with faculties conformable to ours. 

They alfo teach their young ones to ling artifi- 

ciklly. In a litter of Dogs, Huntfmen chufc the 

bcft by this experiment : They take all the Whelps 

firom the Bitch, ^nd carry them to fome place 

at a little diflalice ; then they obferve ^hich fee. 

firft carries back again, atid thofe aS ways prove 

the bcft Dogs, -what is this diftinguifhing 

Faculty in the Bitch but Reafon^ or fomething 

like it. . 

. We fee apparently, that cVeiy living Crea- 
ture knows its own weaknefs . or ftrength, and 
knows how to ufe moft dextaroufly thofe Wea- 
pons with which Nature has furnifli'd ijt for it^ 
own Defence. They are alfa fenfible what p^cesT 
are^dioft convenient for them to dwell in, and 
which not. Thus the weakeft creatures, as Dogs 
and Cats, live together in Houfes and Cities with 
Men^ whilft the Lions, Tigers, and fuch fierce ani- 
( M 4 mals 
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mals dwell in the Delart. Thus Spariows and 
Swallows make themfelves almoft domeftics widi 
Men; whilft Eagles, Hawks, Vultures, and 
other firds of Prey, build their ne&s in woods or 
rocks, remote from human Society. Some Birds 
change their habitations at certain Seafons oftk 
year, as beft fuits with their conveniences ; others 
always remain in the (ame place. The fame is 
obferv'd in Fiihes. And in all living Creatures 
it is eafy to trace the footfteps of prudence and 
fprccaft. in ord^ to their own prefervation. * Let 
men ,call this what they pleafe, InftiniS, or Na- 
ture, or Senfe, it is evident, that there is an exaft 
oonformity and rcfcmblance between thefe Facul- 
ties in Brutes, and what we call Reafon, Wif- 
dom, or Prudence in Men. And we have no 
more ground to conclude them void of Reafcn, 
becaule they do not enjoy it in that pcrfeiftion as 
ourfelves, tnan we have to conclude ourfelves hl'wi 
or deaf, becaufe we iee not fo clearly, or hear not 
fo readily as the Brutes, and « that we have no 
Legs, becaufe we run not fo fwift as feme of them 
do. 

Doubtleis the Brutes are endued with a Faculty 
of Reafon as well as we ; but thb Faculty in them 
is weak and imperfe^ for want of Difcipline and 
Art, which pohih all things. This is manifefled 
from thofe Creatures which are taught to dance 
and play a thoufand tricks, to tqll moncyj 
to (hoot a gun, to find out hidden things, and 
bring them fome miles to their Mafter, as well 
educated Spaniels will do. What can be a greater 
argument of the proficiency they make in Keafon 
and Knowledge. Are not Elephants taught all 
the Arts of War> and placed in the very front of 
the Battle ? Do not the Indian Princes rcpok as 
much trufl in their carriage and cpndud, as in 
the fervice of their flouteft and wifeft comman- 
ders ? This Creature, is as tradable and prompt 
to learn any thing when young, as a. boy at 

fchoolj. 
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fchooly which cannot be done without the ufe of 
Reafon. 

To conclude^ I have omitted five hundred 
arguments, which might be brought to prove the 
brute Animals to have Souls as well as 'we, to 
have Faculties and AfFedions conformable to 
ours. And therefore it is little lefs injuftice to kill 
and eat them, becaufe they cannot fpeak and cx)n- 
verfe with us, than it would be for a Cannibal to 
murder and devour thee or me, becaufe weouider^ 
ftood not his Language, nor he ours, 

GOD, who locketh up the Winds, during the 
time the Halcyon hatcheth her Young, thereby 
Ihewing that this Bird is his Favourite, will a(- 
furedlv grant us a perpetual tranquillity, if we ah- 
ftain from injuring our Fellow- Animals. 

Paris, 1 2d of the ift Moon, 
of the Year 1 654., 



LETTER IV. 

To Muftapha, Berber Aga, at the Se- 
raglio. 

THOU haft formerly heard mc fpeak of the 
Duke of Lorrain, and his feveral Ic^es which 
moft people thought would have ended with the 
Excommunication pronounced againft hhn by the 
Roman Mufti, whereof I gave thee intelligence. 
But experience teaches us, '* That misfortunes 
" feldom fet upon any man fingly, but affault 
^'him in troops whom Fate has marked out for^ 
" ruin." Yet this Prince ov/cs his fufFerings 
•kiefly tahis own inconftancy, whilft he has lone 
play'd fall and Joofe with the Kings of Frapcetand 
M 5 . Spain, 
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Spaing taking uparms bv fucce£i.ye turns for one, 
at the fame time undernand pradlifing with the 
iOther, always unfaithful to both, and oniy driving 
on an independent intereft of his own. 

This is his true chara6^er. To which we may 
add, an ungovernable difpofition, and infatiable 
thirft of money, which has prompted him by all 
the niethods of rapine and violence, to heap up 
an incredible tresifure of gold and jewels. So 
liiat having, procur'd the enmity of feveral Mo- 
narchs, the jealoufy. of his late Matter the King 
of Spain, the ill-will of his own brother (whom 
they call Duke Francis) and. the curfes of all 
people wherever his army has been quarter'd ; 
he is at length feiz'd and imprifon'd by Arch- 
Duke Leopold, in the caftle of Antwerp ; for 
v^hich joyful news the inhabitants of the Spa- 
nifh Netherlands every- where made bonfires for 
joy. He was confin'd on the 25th jof the laft 
Moon. And.foon after his fecond wife was 
taken into xyftody, that by her means.ihey may 
difcover his papers and money : This latter be- 
ing the chief thing they aim at, he being re- 
puted prodigioufly rich; and the Spanifli coffers 
want a fuppTy. They connived at his robberies, 
.whilft there was any thing left for him to plun- 
der, arid that they faw he hoarded up. But 
now he has done his work, they punifh him 
for the crimes which they themfelves encou- 
. riag'd, tluit Jo they may become matters of his 
wealth. *Tis faid, he brook'd his^eftraint very 
well at firft ; but a while ago, being deny'd the 
liberty of the Caftle walls, he grew raving mad,, 
flung a Candlettick (which was all the weapons 
they allow'd him) at the Governor's head, and 
broke the windows of his lodgings. So that 
they have been fore 'd to confine him to a ho!e 
without any light, fave a little that finds admit- 
tance through an iron grate at the top of the 
room. 

His 
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His brother Francis of Lorrain is to command 
the army in his ftead; who pretends great fide- 
lity to the Houfe of Auftria, yet may in the iflue 
• prove as wavering as his brother : For the King 
of France has baits would tempt the Virtue of an . 
Angel. Yet nothing fhall ever corrupt the in- 
tegrity of Mahmut the MufTulman, on whofe 
forehead Fate has engraven this motto, " Prepar'd 
** to fuffer." . 

I blufh, ferene Aga, when I think I am fo bar* - 
ren of Virtues that I have nothing: elfe to bpail 
of but my Loyalty : Whilft thoufands of illuftrious 
5ouls, crown'd with a circle of merits, daily af- 
cend to Paradife : And tho' they made but an ob- 
fcure figure on earth, even as contemptible as the. 
exii'd Arabian in his Hutch at Paris, yet now 
take their Seats among the hundred and twenty- 
four thoufknd Prophets, Favourites of the Eter-» 
naJ. 

May'ft thou incrcafe that happy number, but 
not till thou haft had thy fill of blifs. on earth ; , 
and that all thy enjoyments here feem like the 
perfumes of ointments, which^. tho' they pleafc 
for a time, yet at length they cloy the fenfc, 

Paris, iy\ of the 3d Moon, . 
oi the Yean 165^, 



LBT- 
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LETTER V. 

To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew at Vienna. 

DO not fufpea mc of partiality, or that I 
am fond of making Profelytes^ becaufel 
take fuch pains to reftorethec toReafon, and make 
thee fenfible thou art a Man. I have no defign, or 
felf-intereft, in doing thee this good office ; and 
'tis remote froni my humour to bufy myfelf in 
gaining Converts. Only the love of truth fets 
my pen to work in this manner ; being ever of the 
mmd, Thatafreedifquifition, in matters either of 
Religion or Philofophy, is the only way to get 
quit of errors. Perhaps my cafe may be the feme 
as thine: And, for aught thou knoweft, I feeknot 
more to undeceive thee, than to fatisfy myfelf, by 
th^ frankly venting my thoughts ; fince nothing 
Js more commonly oblerved, than, that, whim a 
man is teaching another iie improves himfelf. Our 
memories are frail and treacherous, and we think 
many excellent things, which, for want of mak- 
ing a deep impreffion, we can never recover after- 
wards. In vain we hunt for the^ ftraggling Idea ; 
and rummage all the folitudes and retirements ot 
cur Soul for a loft thought, which has left no track 
or footftep behind it. The fwift Off-fpring of the 
Mind is gone ; 'tis dead as- foon as born i n^Yj ?*" 
ten proves abortive in the moment it was conceiv- 
jcd. The only way therefore to retain our thoughts, 
is to feften tnem in words and chain them in wnt- 
ing. This is one caufe that I trouble thee with let- 
ters of this nature ; that, whilft I am in&ruQ'ms 
thee, I may eftablifli my own Reafon, and con- 
• firm myfelr in the method I have taken, to live ac- 
tjording to my Nature j that is, by not fufFering my 
rationw Faculties to fall afteep, whilft my paflions 
sure a£kivt and X'i^opous in working my ruin. Fori 

rcckoA 
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reckon no greater fliame or misfortune can befal 
a man, than to be deprived of his humanity, that 
is, his Reafon. 

What I have faid, .concerning the perfidioufnefs. 
of our Memories, may ferve as a proper introduc- 
tion to the oMedtions I Ihall make againft your 
Traditionary Laws. 

If oneafk you," Why thefel/aws were notwntten 
" as well as the other v" Youanfwer, '*" That God" 
" took care in this, left the Gentiles getting copies 
" of 'em, fhould corrupt and pervert the Sen fe, even 
" as they had done the written Laws." But how 
then came he to fufFer any to be written ? Has he 
not equal care of one part, as of the other ? Or^ 
could the Gentiles do more harm, by altering and 
corruptin^thelefs fubftantial Traditions, than the 
very fundamental Statutes ? For, that thefe un*- 
written Laws contain'd only circumftantials, your 
Doftors themfelves confefs* What man. of comf 
mon fenfe then can fit down contented with fo tri- 
vial an anfwer ? Or will you fay, that GOI> 
took more care to preferve thefe Traditions incor- 
riXpt from the Gentiles, than, to retain them in their 
purity amon^ the Jews ? For that committing 
them to writing had been the ^ueft way to retain 
them in their original purity, is evident by the 
prefervation of the written Law ; of which there 
was fo great care taken in tranfcribin^g it, that if 
but a-Jctter or point were added, diminifh'd, or 
mifplac*d, they took it for a fatal Omen of fome 
calamity, and the faulty Scribes were feverely 
punifhed, nay the whole Congregation were bound 
to expiate the c^ence by rafting, Prayers, and 
Alms. So that it was in a manner impoffible, that» 
with all this circumfpedtion, the leaft corruptioa 
or aJteration fhould creep into the written Law. 

I appeal now to thine own reaibn, whether this 

was not a much fecurer way of preferving the 

Laws uncorrupt, than by trttfting them to the 

fickle memories of men ? 

Beiides I vfould fain know what became of thefe 

Traditioi^ 
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Traditions during the various Captivities of die 
Jews^ and Dqx>pulation of the Holy Land ? 
Who took care to deh'ver thcfc Traditions unal^ 
tcr'd to Pofterity when they were without Priefts, 
Prophets, or Synagogues? When they were dif^ 
perM over the remote Provinces of Media, Per- 
iia, Egypt, and Babylon ? In thofe days your Fa- 
thers were flaves to the Gentile Kings of Afia ; 
there were then no Seniors fitting in the Sanhedrim, 
who might take care of thefe things. Neither do 
I find, that Efdras the Scribe was any ways con- 
cern'dfor thefe Traditions, when he, with his bre- 
thren the Jews, return'd from their long captivity 
in Perfia and Babylon. All his moft flrenuous en- 
deavours were employ'd in recovering the loft Books^ 
of the Written taw, without fo much as Regard- 
ing or mentioning the other. From whence 1 ga- 
ther, that either thefe Traditions were of no great 
importance ; or if they were, yet they were wholly 
or for the moft part chang'd cr loft many hundred 
'%){ years before the Talmud was firft composed, 
which, thou fay'ft, is the grand Repofitory of thefe 
facrcd Inftru<Sions» And, in faying fo, thou con- 
tradi6teft thy own arguments : For if thefe 7>a- 
ditions were appointed to be tranfmitted by Word 
of A4outh, from Father to Son, to aH Generations, 
as you fuppofe, then what need was there of writ- 
ing them in the Talmud, or any other Book ? And 
'«et the Writings of your Rabbi's are full of them, 
nrhusthouconfoundeft thyfelf, and runneft blind- 
fold round in a circle of abfurdities. 

Rouze up therefore thy reafon, and fufFer not 
thyfelf to DC hoodwinked by the Fables of your 
*Rabbi's, thofe induftrious Midwivcs of old wo- 
mens Tales, Doubtlefs thofe Traditions, about 
which you rtiakefuch a.buftle, arc no otiier than 
the Whimfies of your Cabalifts, who pretend to 
fpy more Myfteries in' the order of two or- three 
•Hebrew letters or points, than they are able to un- 
fold in whole Volumes. They crack their brains 

in 
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it% conjuring up far-fetched Interpretations, from 
the particular fafhion and placing of one fuigle 
dafti of a pen. They puzzle and amufe their Dif- 
ciples, with teaching them more knotty and ro- 
mantic Divinity out of the four and twenty Let- 
ters, than ever Pythagoras did with all his myftic 
Numbers. The Alphabet to them is the Oracle 
.of Theology. They have turned the Law into a 
|>erfea Riddle. 

Believe not therefore thefe religious Mounte- 
banks, thofe holy Jugglers, who with their fanc- 
tify*d Legerdemam would turn you into Apes, that 
they may laugh in fecret at your folly : while 
they behold, how precifely devout vou are in cring- 
ing, jumping, dancing, howling, braying, and all 
your other antic poftures and adlions in the Syna- 
gogue ; in the pradiceof ^yhichyouhave beftowed 
lo much care, and are fo exa(9:, that you quite negr 
le<ft the weighty Points of the Law. 

I hope, what I have faid,. is fufficient to con- 
vince thee, that thofe Traditions, which you are 
taught to believe were deliver'd to Mofes in the 
IMountof God. are no other than the Impofitions 
of your blind Uuides, who are ftudious of nothing, 
more, than to entangle you in a perpetual Laby- 
.rinth of Superftition and Error. • 
. It will not be a greater difficulty to demonftrate, 
.that the written Law itfelf, though divine in its 
Original, is not of univerfaj Obligation to all 
People, but only calculated for your particular 
-Nation, and fuch as were willing to enter into 
your intereft^ among the Nations adjacent to the 
Holy Land. 

And becaufe my time haftens me, I will only 
fuffg^ on^ argument for all, and leave it to thy 
•deliberation.; whether it wa§poffible for all man- 
kiivl (50 repair once a year to Jerufalem, to facrifice 
in Solomon's Temple, as is required in your Law ? 
For that is was not lawful to facrifice any where 
dfe id evident, both from the JLaw itfelf, which 

exprefsly 
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cxprefsly forbids it, and from the Examples of your 
Fathers in their feveral Captivities ; and from irour 
own Pradicc at this day, who have made no (acri- 
fice fince the days of Titus Vefpafian, the Roman 
Emperor, who laid wafte your City, and burnt 
your Temple to aflies. 

And this may alfo ferve to convince thee, that 
the Law of Mofea was not of perpetual Obliga- 
tion, even to the Jews themfelves 5 fince 'tis evr- 
dent from matters of ftift, that, for thefe fixteen 
hundred years, you have not been in a capacity ta 
keep it : And doubtlefs, GOD would never rei- 
quire any thing of men, which- he forefaw they 
would not be able to perform. 

Ceafe then to think fo highly of thy nation, as 
if none but they were the Eled of GOD, or capa- 
ble of bis favours : Ceafe to infult over the reft o£ 
mankind, and to curfe thy brethren the Sons of 
one Father, even Noah the juft Man and Prophet 
of GOD. Behold the Sun and Moon, with all 
the Conftellations in Heaven : Their Influences 
are equally difperfed to all of Human Race. Be- 
hold the Elements : they ferve all the Sons of Adam 
alike; they are not partial to Mortals, ndther 
does aiiy Fa£iion byafs the Winds and Rain. 
Thefe happen all at their appointed times and 
places. And the four Seafons of die Year return 
with even courfes to the inhabitants of the four 
Corners of the World. The Plants know no 
difference between the Circumcis'd and the Un- 
circumcis'd ; but yield their encreafe with equal in- 
difFerency to the one and the other : And the Brute 
Animals equallv acknowledge both for their Lords. 
The Birds of the Air are as foon caught by a Hea- 
then, Chriftian, or Mahometan Fowler, as b^ one 
that is a Jew. And the Fifh of the Sea, when they 
iwallow the hook, or plunge themfelves into the 
net, regard not the difference of Religion in thofe 
that catch them. All things happen to every 'man 
according to their Nature and the*Pkafure ofDef- 
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Volume are of a pkct^ which cacdkncics could 
g)t have thus met tuguhei without a mgadcy ma 
Bookdivulg;^d by a Km, whocould neither wnte 

aw read. 

The fucceis it has had in the Worid, fpcaks it 
of celeftial Defcent. The gnateft rart of Afia^ 
V)d Afric, widi many idi^doms in Europe, havr 
obey'd the Alcoran for above thcfe dioaiand years^. 
Could fuch a thing come to pais, wkhout the De^- 
crec of Heaven ? When the Prophet and Favourite 
of GOD firft receiv'd his divine Commiflion, he 
was like a Pelican in the Wildemefs, fo folitary^ 
^^i without companion. Neverthelefs, he was 
JJ>tdifcourag*d, but obey'd the Orders of Heaven^ 
He few himlelf in the midft of Rocks and Sands, 
jncompaffed on all Sides with terrible Beafts : Yet 
Y defpair'd not of affiftance from above, but com- 
forted himiclf in the promjfe of the Eternal. He 
Wl preached to the (avage Lions and Tigers ; who, 
^ if they had heard another Orpheus, grew tame 
aad fociable at his powerful words, Thofe fiercer 

iuhubiUiUCS 
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inhabitants of the woods came and i^K)ftrated them- 
fejves before the Sent of GOD ; tliey lick'd his 
feet, in token of fubmiffion; theyeaviron'd the 
place of his rcpofe, as his guards, ^nd brought 
him food morning and evening. 1 he Prophet 
wondered that fo great grace was given to the 
fieafts of the earth. He prais'd the Creator of al! 
things, and his mouth was full of Benedictions. 
He blcffed the Day and the Night, and the Oh- 
fcurity that came between them. He blefs'^J the 
Dews that fail at the riling of tbe odoriferous Star, 
and the rcfrdhing winds that ftir the leaves of the 
trees at Midnight. And in the Morning he pray- 
ed that all men might become true JBelievers. 
Doubtlcfs GOD had granted his Petition, had not 
the Angel, who carry^d up his Prayers to Heaven, 
met with the Devil^ a little on this iide the Orb of 
the- Moon, who ftolefiom him fame of Mahomet^ 
words, that fi> the Prayer afcended imperfeAto the { 
Throne of the MerdfuL Nevcrtheiefe, a great 
part ef men became BelieveiB -, aad more (hall be 
Added to the number. 

In a little time the folitary Prophet faw htmfclf at 
die head of a numerous army, all Voluntiers, who 
jeforted to hkn in the Wildernefs, as they were in- 
fpir'd from Above. The midity Men of Arabia 
opposM the facred Hero : They led the power of 
ihe Eaft againft him; but they accelerated their 
own Fate, and incensed their angry Stars. The 
Elements took up arms againft them, and the Me- 
teors fought in defence of the Meflenger of GOD, 
Lightning and hail, with ftones of fire, blafted 
the troops of the Infidels : And terrible ftorms of 
wind buried whole armies in the fands. I'hus 
the Hoft of the Muffulmans became vidorious 
without drawing a fword, and the Empires of the 
Wicked fell to the poflefiions of true Believers. 
Perfia, Babylon, and Egypt were fubdued, and 
embrac'd the undefiled Truth, The Alcoran was 
receiv'd from India to the Mauritanian ikore: 

From 
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From the rifing of the Sun, to the going down 
thereof, this holy Profeffion is macie with one 
confent. There is but one GOD, and Mahomet 
his Prophet. 

Now Nathan cohfider, whether ever the Law 
of Mofes had fuch footing in the World, or the 
Children of Ifraei could boaft of fuch univerfal 
Conqnefts : Your little Kingdom has had its Pe- 
, riod lot^ a^o ; and both that, and all the Empifies 
of Afia and Afric, are fwallowed up in the All- 
conquering Monarchy of the Ofmans. Your 
Tabernacle, Temple, City, and Sacrifices, are 
quite extinct : Your Nation fcattered over the 
whole World, without Lands or Poffeffions that 
Aey call their own. Neither is there Prince, 
rrieft^ or Prophet, to whom you can have recourfe 
for deltvery from your misfortunes. 
^ Come out therefore from the Synagogue, which 
liee und^r the Scourge of Heaven ; Ihake ofF the 
Maledlftion i and, being purified, join thyfelf tp 
the true Believers, who are Ueflcd in this worli 
and Ihall be happy in Paradife. Or at leaft ftand 
by thyfelf, ana follow thy own Light. Adieu. 

Paris, %^€ of tht 3d Moon, 
•f the Y«ar 1^54. 
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LETTER VI. 

To Dichcu Huffdn, Baffa. 

THE policies of Cardinal Mazarini are no 
fccrets at the Imperial City. Now he is 
about to play his mafter-piece. He has all along 
maintain'a Pfenfionersinthe fervicc of the' French 
Grandees, No man t)f prime Quality cou'd be 
fure he entertained not at his table fome creature 
of this Minifter. Difguifes of all forts, both 
for body and mind, were never wantinj^ to inen 
dexterous at treachery, and officious to do mif^ 
chief. j 

But now he is fettiiig Spies of another character I 
on the Princes of the Blood, and the chief No- 
b :!-':/ of France, Women are to become his pri- 
vate agents ; Females of his own Blood, true 
Italians, and brought up under his particular care 
and maiiagement : In a word, his Sifters and 
Nieces, 

Five of them are newly come to this city, 
having^ been conduced hither by the Cardi- 
nal's Secretary, accompanied with a confiderable 
retinue of Courtiers, who went to meet them 
fome leagues from Paris, 'Tis faid. That one 
of thofe ladies is a great beauty, and that the 
youneKing, having teen her Pi<^ure, fell in love 
with her. 

This is certain, the Prince of^Conti has marrie<f 
one of them ; with whom the Cardinal has given 
his palace, and two hundred thoufand crowns in 
Dowry. 

They talk as if another of them was to be mar- 
ried to the Duke of (pandale; and the third, to 
the fon of General Harcourt. And, as if Ma- 
zarini 
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larini were emulous of Jofeph's chara£ler an«I 
authority in Pharaoh's Court,' he has fent for his 
Father alfo, with all his Family, to come and re- 
fide in France, He is refolv'd to ftock this King- 
dom with Sicilian Blood, a Race of Mazarins : 
who by inftind, as well as by rules, ihall carry 
on the defign he had laid ; and either raife this tot- 
tering State to the height of his Model, or abfo- 
lutely ruin it. For that a£live fpirit cannot take 
up with Mediums. 

'Tis faid, That the Duke of Orleans refents 
veiy ill the Cardinal'^ amfaitionvjn marrying his 
Nieces into the Blood Royal. That Prince will 
not be prevailed on to come near the Court 3 but 
nther favours the Prince of Conde, and the other 
Malecohtents ; whence fome people are apt to pre- 
iage another turn of aiFi^rs before 'tis long ; for 
the generality of the French are inclined to the 
Prince's party. 

There is great caballing all over the Kingdom $ 
and the Cardinal ftrives to pufli his interelt for- 
ward by all the methods of a cunning ftatef-- 
mm. He knows the Prince of Conde's Ipirit too 
well to dream of a reconciliation, and he has a 
double intereft in the ruin of that unfortunate Ge- 
neral ; his own prefervation, and the aegrandizing 
his Niece,* the rrincefs of Conti ; who, l>y the 
fall of her Brother-in-law, will be Miftreis of his 
Eftate. 

He is endeavouring alfo to make an Alliance 
with the Cardinal de Retz, his perfed enemy, 
and one rais'd by the Pope to that Dignity, on 
purpofe to counter-ballance Mazarmi's power at 
^|s Court } where he is fufpe£bd to ammate the 
King againft the Court of Rome. 

The Cardinal de Retz is now a prifoncr of 
State, and has been fo a long time ; being firft 
confin'd by Mazarini's orders. But the wife Mi- 
t^ifier now thinks it fafer to compound with a 
ButAf whom he cannot longer perfecute, without 

draw* 
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drawing on himfelf the revenge of all the Eccfefi- 
aflics, and efpecially the Thunder of the Roman 
Court. 

Therefore, to reconcile matters, and fortify 
himfelf, he has propos'd a Match between his 
Nephew and de Retz's Niece. The Court is 
wholly taken- up with making friendihips of this 
nature ; which is an evident lign they feel their 
power at an ebb, and fear it will be much lower 
if the Prince of Conde (hould once take the field 
in France. 

*Tis nothing to the Muflulman intereft, whith 
fide gets the advantage, for they are all equal ene- 
mies to the Sent of GOD. 

If I can by any fuccefsful artifice promote the 
divifion« of tnefe Infidels, I iball not aif-fervc the 
f&ining Port. However, I vnll ftrll pray. That 
thofe fwords may be tumM againft each other ; 
which, united,, would hazard tSe ftate of the true * 
Faithful. 

Illuftrious friend, let thy prefcnce Fn the Divan 
be as a ftrong Baftion, under the Covert of whic6 
Mahmut may be Ihdter'd from the Artillery of evil 
Tongues and Sycophants. 

Faris, i4tli of the 4th Moon^ 
of the Year 16 54* 



LET' 



A SPY AT PARIS. 265 

LETTER VII. 
To Dgnet Oglou. 

THO U art not ignorant that when I firft heard 
of the cruel Sentence executed on our late 
friend Egri Boinou, (on whom be the Mercies of 
tiie Creator) I wrote to his Succeffor Ifmael 
Mouta Faraca, a letter of condolence ; wherein,' 
to keep a Medium between the tendernefs I ow'd 
to the lofs which my friend had fuftained of his ' 
2^8, and the diftruft I had of a ftranger, I 
[filed up my letter to Ifhmael with confolatory - 
«xpreflions ; fuch as I would have ufed to Egri ' 
kimfelf, had I been in his company: believing 
that Ifmael would read my letter to his blind Pre- 
dcceflbr. 

I play'd the Stoic, and encouraged the DoArine 
of Apathy :.or, at leaft, I abounded in philofo- 
phical counfels, aimaft as impra(9:icable as the 
other : Nothing but fevere Morality drop'dfrom, 
iny pen. And all this, to cover my real con- 
cern and paffion for Egri-'s fufferings j who, thou 
tnoweft, was beloved by more than thee and 
^^^* I told thee in a former letter, that I did 
net daretruft my fentimenrs, though difguis'd, to 
a man, who on the fcore of his new Preferment, 
nught become more quick-fighted than before, 
and would foon penetrate the thin veil of words, 
andfpy fomething in that Difpatch, tomydifad- 
vantage, fhould f have ventured to defcant on the 
Sultan's fibverity, or Egri's merits. 

Therefore I thought it beft to pretend an in- 
diJFerency, to which I am as mucn a ftranfi^er as 
^i*y man, in cafes that too nearly touch our 
fenfe. 'Ti& eafy to give coun&l to another, 
^ch m the fame circumftances we are far from 

prailifing 



t6» LETTERS WRIT BY 
pniAifing ourfelves. Then we can be full of wif<^ 
dom, and grave morals ; but when it once comes 
iiome, all our Philofophy vanifhes ; there remains 
nothing to be feen, but a mere fenfitive Animal, 
without virtue or patience. 

My own experience, but two days ago, forces 
this confeffion from me. when by ah unlucky 
blow I loft the fight of *oth my eyes, for' the 
fpace of eight and iforty hours. *Tis true, I lliould 
not •have ufed thorn much during a third part of 
that time, had they not been hurt ; unlefs tho«i 
wilt fay, they are ferviceable in our Dreams, and 
help our fouls to foy the dark Chimera's of the 
ntgnt. However, 1 remember 'twas no fmall grief, 
even in that abfence of the fun, to be only fenfiUe ^ 
of the Privation of my eyes : For, whilft the win*, 
dows of my Soul were ihut, 'twas in vain for thofe 
of my chamber to be open ; which before this 
misfortune would, by letting in the li^ht of the 
Moon olr Stars, have convinc'd me. That it was 
nieht, without being beholden to the clocks and 
bells of the Convents for my Intelligence, as I was 
under this affli&ion. 

Then it was, that in my heart I unfaid all that 
I had written to the Eunuch^ on the fubjed of 
Blindnefs, and curfed the Philofopher for a fool 
or a maidman, who put out his own eyes for the 
. fake of his thoughts. I envied thofe more happrjr 
fools, who are without thoughts, but enjoy their 
iig:ht, which helps to form and regulate the con* 
ceits of the moft wife and thinking men. 

Nay, fiicfa was my paflion and melancholy) 
during this ihort eclipfe of my eyes, that I pre-» 
ferr'd to mine even tbe life of thofe dumb Ani* 
mals, whom men have learn'd to call irrational, 
becaufe they expreis their Sentiments by inarticU'- 
late Sounds, a Dialed which we don't under- 
fiand. And I could ahnc^ have wiflie<| myfdf 
metsunorphos'd, though it were into a Dog, pro* 
videdl might have but that fenfe^ the Want of 
3 which 
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wbich renders our humanitj^ imperfed^ and a bur* . 

dien to itfelf. Or, if thou wilt blame me for fuch 

^a wiih, >( cannot forbear thinking that Dog faap<-^ 

Ipier than his Mafter, whom I have feen leading, 

a blind man in a firing along the ftreets of Pa<», 

ri$. How prudenly did that £utbful C^qiiturc^ 

9& the Guide, in crofling the way, if any Hamger, 

threatened his charge, as a cart, coach, or throng 

of people ! And all this conduct was owing to, 

Ms eyes, which made him wifer than his Msuter, 

who, had he enjoyed this fenfe, might i^ot,,for^ 

aught I know, have furpafled his kind Brute in j:he ^ 

cxercifeof Reafon. / , • 

And now I am fallen on thisfubjeft bfthf Wif- 

dom of Brutes. I muft not forget a ftory 'which 

I have read in Plutarch, as alfo in a certain Fr^ch 

Author, of a Dog in the Court of the Roman 

Emperor Vefpafian, who would aft to' the life* alL 

the s^onies and fympt«ms of death ^t the command? 

of a Mountebank, who had taught bim many fiiph 

comical tricks to divert the Grandees of Rome, t 

The fame Frenchman mentions certain' Oxenyr 
whrch it feems had learned Arithmetic : For be- 
ing employed in turning the wheel of a jwejl aii! 
hundred times every day, when they had 'firiiflx'd ; 
that talk, would not ftir a ftep more ; but, having! 
rcfolv'd that number in their minds, defifted' of . 
their own accord ; nor could any violence compel! 
'cm to farther labour. Who will deny now that ,, 
the Oxen were Mathematicians ? Or, that the (hip 
Dog had any, Ai?ed to ftudy Euclid's Elements; 
who, having a: greatdefire to tafte of fome oil that 
he faw in a deep earthen veffeL and not being al^le 
to put his head in far enough, by reafon of the long 
ftrait neck of the pot, after fome ftudy ran to the 
Hold of the fhip, which was ballafted with gravel- 
ftones ; from thence he brought in his mouth, at 
- feveral times, as many of thofe little ftones, as, 
half filling the pot, forced the oil up to the mouthy 
fo that he could lap his belly fullf Of this Plu- 
Vot. IV. N tarch 



266 LETTER'S WRIT BY 

ttrch lays, he was an eyc-witnefs. Was not this, 
thinkeft tbou, an Archimedes, among the Dogs? 
Are not the Goats, of Candy abfolute Phyficians, 
when, being wounded, ,they never ceafe ranging 
the plants of^hat fertile Ifland, *til! thby have 
found ihk herb Dittany, with which they reftore 
thenrfcfves to health ? 

• Should the * French^ rcafd thefe Knes, and the 
dthers I hare Wit on this fiibjedl to Cara Hali ; 
and the- great Mahumnied of the Defirt, they 
wonl^ cenfure me as ^ Heretic^ a focrf, or a mad- 
man :' Or, at leaflf, they would condiide,. I am too 
impoi:tunate an advocate for the Beafts. They 
w6uld call m^ Brute tnyftlf, and fix my Pedigree, 
among feme of the dumb Generations. 

But thou who haft been educated in the ftrener 
Principles of the Eaft, and haft had the honour to 

lur out Water on the Hands of the abftemious 



remit, wilt have another opinion of what I fay, 
itt defence of oUr Kindred Animals. 

He that has jgjivcn Wifdom and Language to the 
Pifmires, and iriftrudtrd them to converfe toge- 
ther by mute figns, fo' that when the fignaf was 
riven, the alarm Was taken throdghout their 
numble Territories^ and they all fled away with 
their bag and baggage, when the army of Solomon 
approached : Infpife us with Grace to underfland 
the Language of the Beafts, or at leaft, not think 
aurfelves wifer than them who undcrftand ours. 

PariS) 14th of the 5th Mooi>, 
' of theY«ar 1654. 
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LETTER Vm. 
: T^ Afis, Bafla* 

THIS Court is wholly taken up at prefent 
with the preparations that arc, making to 
crown the young King, The place, defign'd fot 
Aat Ceremony, is a city calPd Kheims. HTis faid 
die Duke of Orleans will not be there, though thd 
King has fummon'd aD the Princes and Nobility 
to attend at his inauguration, according to the an- 
cient ciiftom : But tnat Prince ftofnacns the great 
fway Cardinal Mazarini beats at Court. Beiidei 
his daughter, who has no fmall power over him, i^ 
affeSed to the party of Malecon tents. 'Tis thro' 
her perfuafion the Duke her Father abfents himfelf 
from the King his Nephew. Yet there are thofe 
that fay, bis mind will change before the time ap- 
pointed for the Coronation : And that he will ra- 
ther diffemble his grudge, that fo he may more ad- 
vantageoufly ruin4ne Cardinal, who keeps the King, 
hiird in acircleof pleafurcs agreeable to his youth, 
that fo he may not have time or inclination to pry 
into his mana^ment of affairs. 

The Court is at prefent at Pontainl)leau, ahoufe 
of pleafure belonging to the King. They pafr 
their time aitay in delights, drowird id fecunty : 
Whilft the watefiil Pririces of the Blood are plot- 
ting new methods to rouze them from their Le- 
thargy, and teach the young Monarch, that thd 
Sound of the Trumpet, and Bcat'of the Drum, will 
in a Ihort time be more neceffary mufic than the 
foft Airs of the Lute, andi\ich Ghartiber-Mclody. 
In the mean time, the Prince of Conde bcin^ 
condemn'd, the Princefsy his wift, b^i p^itioi/d 
the Parliament, that her Dowry may be fecur'd t6 
her. But. they have referred the matter to the King. 
Her huftana feems to be loft in all refpeds^ fave 
N2 thofe 
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thofe of the people's afFedliofis, who favour any that 
are enemies to Cardinal Mazafini. 

MonficurBrouflcl, one of the Counfellors bf Par- 
liament, whofe impriforiment I formerly mention'd 
to be the caufe of the firft Sedition at Paris, is newly 
dead ; yet the caufe, whereof he was a Patriot, dies 
not with him, but rather takes frefh vigour from 
daily grounds of difcontent. 

It was more i>articularly reviv'd ijpon the death 
of the late Archoifhop of Paris ; the Clergy chudng 
for his Succeflbr the Cardinal de Retz, a prifoner 
of State, and under the fevere difpleafure of the 
King. This Elefiion was countermanded by a 
Declaration of the Council Royal. Neverthelefs 
the Ecclefiaftics perfift in their lirft choice j whilft 
"Cardinal Mazarini threatens 'em with the punifh- 
ments due to thofe who contemn the King's au- 
thority. But they flight his menaces, truffing to 
the arrns of the Prince of Conde, which they ^hope 
will deliver them in time from the oppreifions of 
that great Minifter. 

The men of Ability cabal, whilft the ViiJgar are 
cafily drawn into Parties, as their afFedions byafs 
*em. Here is nothing but murmuring and whifper- 
ing againft the Government. Every man endea- 
vours to purchafe arms, and lay 'era up privately, 
as againft fome public Invafion* Nay, the citizens 
walk not abroad without Daggers hid under their 
garments, as if they either intended a Maflacre, or 
were afraid of one. All things . feem to portend 
fome fudden eruption bf popuhar Fury -^ and the 
wifeft know not what will be the ilTue of fo maiiy 
threatening occurrences. . 

Only Mahmut (furrounded with InfideUJ iis re- 
fign'd to Deftiny i knowingthat no human Coun- 
fel can haften or retard the Decrees fign'd above. 



Pari$, 17th of the 5tli MooQf 
Qi' tlie Year 1654. 
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L E T T E R IX- 
To Murat, Baffa. 

IT feems the Devils have been lately let loofc in 
thefe Weftern Parts, if we may give credit to 
the depofition of fuch as have accuji'd certain fup- 
pos'd Witches, 

In Bretagne, a Province of this Kingdom, above 
forty old women have been feiz'd and imprifon'd, 
for holding correfpohdence with infernal Powers, 
and above half of them condemned to death : GOD 
knows with what juftrcc. 

Some of them are accus'd of enchanting the per- 
fons of their neighbours ; others for bewitching 
their cattle ; and a third fort for diflblving the mil- 
chievous Charm of the firii and fecond : All of 
them for ail'embling in the night-time, and ufing 
certain diabolical Ceremonies, which, they fay, be- 
gin and end in kifEng the Pofteriors of a goat, or 
the Devil in that form. 

I know not how far thofe poor ftmcrannuated 
figures of mortali< y may be wrong'd. *Tis a mieftion 
whether their judges are always in the right. A 
fliriveird meagre race, a hollow eye, join'd with ir- 
recoverable poverty, are many times the chief 
Sounds of lufpicion, which, improved by fuper- 
tion, miftakes, and malice, have often prevailed 
on thofe who ought to adminifter juftice, to con-' 
demn poor wretches more innocent than themfelves, 
as guilty of Witchcraft. 

Yet It cannot be deny'd but that there have been 
both men and women versM in magickl Arts, as 
they are commonly called^ which I take to be only 
the more myfterious Scicnte of Nature. Such was * 
Zoroafter, the great grand-child of Noah, and- 
King .of that part of Afia, which was then call'd 
Baftria, Such was Apollontus Tyanaeu*, Pkii** 
N3 liftidci 
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lifHdes Syracufanus, with many others of ancient 
date : Tnefe underftood the hidden force of the 
elements, the influence of the ftars, the ipeciiic 
operation of metals, minerals^ and other lubter- 
ranean bodies, with the virtues of all vegetables. 
They knew exactly how to frame Aftral Images 
and Talifmans, by heln of which they were able 
to effeft wonders. Ana all this perhaps without 
once dreaming of infernal fpirits, or having the 
Icaft fociety with Devils. 

Yet I believe Lucian, an ancient Writer, who 
never (poke ferioufly of any thing, fcarce believed ' 
himfelf, w:hen he related the ftory of Pancrates, a 
famous Maeician of Egypt, who by thefe Talif- 
mans was ^le to transform inanimate things into 
the appearance at leaft of living creatures : Thus 
lie would turn a ftick or piece or wood into a Teem- 
ing man, who fccuJd vi'nJlc, difcourfe, and perform 
all the adiions of a rational Being. 

A certain ftranger travelling with him once to 
Memphis, and lying with him in the fame Cara- 
Yiinfera, as foon as they were alighted from -^cir 
camels, Pancrates took a Plank ofOak, and having 
touch'd it with his Talifman, and pronpMHc'd two 
or three Syllables, incontinently the ftock naovM, 
itood upright, walkM, and, taking the caipels by 
the bridle, led them to the ftabl^ : After which tbi^ 
wooden Man came in. and prepared their Pillow, 
went on whatfoever errands Pancrates fent him ', 
and when tl^ departed, the Magician uiing a<er- 
tHin private ceremony, this ofiicious fervant re- 
tjirn'a to a Piank again. This was his pra&ice 
all along the road. 

' One day his fellow traveller, being refo]v*d to 
tfv the experiment, took the advantage of the 
Magician's abfencf, who was gone to the Temple, 
and \t£t bis Talifman behind him. The curious 
traveller, havinjg been often an eye-witnefsof this 
trick) takes M^iMsce of Wood, and touches it with 
Piincr^tes's Talifman, repeating the fyllables he 
\ilk\^zsA him vttfr. Immediately the inanimate 

Timber 
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'Timber became a Man, aflcing his plcafure. The 
traveller, aftonifh'd at the event, comnwnded hU 
new fervant to bring him a bucket of water. 'I'te 
enchanted iparic obeys. The traveller told him it 
yiras enough, and bid him return to the piece of 
Wood again ; but, inftead of that, he continued 
drawing of jwater, and bringing it in till the. boufe 
was full. The traveller, fearing; the anger of 
Pancrates, thought to difiblve the Enjchanimcnt, 
by cleaving the Wooden animal in two. Bttt this 
augmented his trouble ; for each piece, caking a 
bucket, fell to drawing of water, fo. that of X)ne Ser- 
vant he had made twa This oontkmied till the 
Magician came to his refcue, who, havine fternly 
rebuked the traveller's raflinefs, at'a word turn'd 
the -two bufy drudgee to theii* primitive, ioggiib- 
aels and inactivity again. > . a ' ' 

I do not tell .this ftory as if I would have thc« 
believe it, or that 1 give credit to it myfclf.* Let 
.tts imitate the Author of it, who laughs at all that 
Wight in fuch Fables. But tJ^e Chriftians, who 
Wicve a'Piooe-Df :Biead is ti»ai»8firm'd''to''l^lefl* 
and Blood, and becomes an immortal' God <at th« 
pronouncing of four words by the Prieft, may be 
'excused, if they put confideiice in the Pigments of 
Poets and Orators. -, • -f • : 

I have in my cuftody the Journal of Carcoa, 
who formerly refided at Vienna, a private Agent 
for the Ever-nappy Port. Some of his letters fpeak 
of the .fuperftition and credulity of the Germans 
in this kmd. Yet in a letter to the Mufti, he 
acknowledges himielf overcome by unqueftion- 
able teftimonies of fuch as had been eye-witnefles 
of the Life and Death of one Fauftus. a Ger- 
man Magician, who play'd a thoufand infernal 
Pranks (as he calls them J even before the Em- 
peror himfelf. 

He tells alfo of another Magician, caird Zyto^ 

wholiv'd in the days of the Emperor Charles IV, 

And when the Emperor's £:)n,.to whom Zyto 

^^' .' N4 belong'd,. 



a?! LETTERS WRIT BY 
belonged, was ta many the Duke of Bavaria's 
daughter, the Duke, to oblige his fon-in-law, 
who was much taken with magical tricks, as 
were all the Germans, fent for a great manyfa^ 
mous Sorcerers to the wedding. Among the reft/ 
while one was performing a rare exploit, on a 
fudden Zyto, the Prince's Conjurer, came up to 
him, with a mouth Teeming as wide as that of an* 
old Crocodile, and fwallows him up at a morfel* 
When he had thus done, he retires and voids him 
again in a bath, and brin|;s him thus drench'd in- 
to the company, challengmg any of the other Ma- 
j|;icians fio do a feat like that, but they were all 
iilenu 

I heatr of no fuch tncks done by thofe Frendi 
Witches, who caufe fo much difcourfe at pjne/ent. 
The worft they are accused of, is bewitching their 
neighbours hogs to madneis, which thou knowefi 
may be only a natural malady. 

I pray Heaven defend us from the Enchant* 
ments of a deluded Fancy, that domeftic Incubui 
of every mortal^ and we need fear neither Witch 
nor Wizard. 

Paris, ftoth of the 5th MooAj 
o^ tb^ Year 1^54, 
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L E T T E R X. 

To Chornezan Muftapha Bafla. 

THE fame of Chriftina, Queen of Sweden, 
has no doubt reached thy ears ; I have made 
mention of her in feveral of my Letters. That 
Royal Virgin is now about to furrender her CrowH 
to ner Goufm, whom they call Charles Prince 
Palatine. This is a voluntary refienation. And 
her motive is faid to be a ftrong Inclination to So- 
litude, and a private Life ; being efteem'd the 
moft accomplim'd andJearned Princefs of this age. 
But thofe, who pretend to know more than others, 
fay, that the ti ue ground of her abandoning the 
Kingdom, is a refolution fhe has taken to chajige 
her Religion, and embrace the Faith of the Roman • 
Mufti, which is forbidden by the laws of Sweden. 
Thou wilt fmile at. the propofals which this 
Queen fent to her defign'd Succefibr; . and his an- 
fwer to them. 

In the firft place," She will, keep the greateft , 
" part of the kingdom and revenues in her ov/it 
" hands." 

Secondly, " She will be no Subjeft, but alto- 
.*' gethcr independant and free." 

Thirdly, *' She will be at Liberty to travel intt> . 
** * foreign Countries, or into any .part of thiit Do- 
** minion." 

Laftjy, ** She will not have the offices of Truft, . 
•• or any other gifts that fhe fhall have c ifpos'd oft 
** to her Favourites, revoked by her ^SucceCbr.V 
To thefe Articles Pjrince Charles anfwer'd,^ 
Firft, '*^ That he will not be a mete titular ^ing, . 
•' without Dominions, nor without fuch a revenue • 
** as is neceifary to defray the royal expences, , 
•• both in- Peace and War." 

Secondly, " That he will fufFer no Competitor, . 
"Equal, or .Sovereign, in his-Kingdom," . 

N 5 ^ Thirdly,, 
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Thirdly, '* That he will not run the hazard 
•* of her Intrigues in foreign Courts." 

Laftly, "That, if he be King, he will dif.. 
•* pofe of Preferments as be thinks lit. And in 
•* fine. That he will not be the Shadow of a 
•* King, without ^he fubftantial Prerogatives of 
** Sovereignty." 

'Tis added* That when the Queen heard his 
reply, (he faid aloud, **^ I propos'd thofe Articles 
^ only to try his fpirit. Now I efteem him worthy 
**' to reign, who lb well understands the incom- 
•* municable Rights of a Monarch." 

This intelligence corner by a Secretary to the 
Spanifli Ambaflador, who is newly come out of 
Sweden to negotiate at this Court a ten years Truce 
between France and Spain. 

Here is likewife an AmbaiTador from Portugal, 
who acquaints the Court, that the Portugueze 
iiave expeird the Hollanders out of the Places they 
held in the Eaft-Indies. But, if our Merchants 
bring true intelligence, the Tartars will extermi- 
nate all the Franks which are in China. 

In the mean time, the young King of France 
pafles away his hours in dancing, feeing of plays* 
and other recreations, provided with vaft cxpence 
by Cardinal Mazarini, to divert him from med- 
dling with public Affairs, and from thinking too 
ferioufly on the Sentence he has pronounced in 
Parliament againft the Prince of Conde. . 

One knows not well how to blame the Prince of 
Conde's proceedings, nor yet to accufe the King 
of injuftice. Neither is it proper for a Muffulmaii 
Slave to decide the controversy : Our Principle 
and Laws are different from theirs : And he that 
is efteem'd a Patriot here in the Weft, would be 
condemned for a Rebel without hefitation in any 
part of the Eafl, where but one G O D in Hea- 
ven, and one Sovereign on Earth, is acknowledged 
by the Subjefts of every Kingdom and Empire. 
; But in France the Princes of the Royal Blood 
are invefted with fuch a power, as rcndera it dif- 
ficult 
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ficult for thofe under their command to diftinguiffi 
'em from fupreme Monarch s» Yet not one of 'em. 
poflefles a Government equal to that of the BalTa 
of Egypt: or fuperior to his of Aleppo. 

I have fpoken of ttiefe Princes formerly in fome 
of my Letters to the happy Mtnifters of Him, wha. 
when he plcafes, ,can- make thegreatefl:.Soverei,gns; 
the Squires of his Stirrup. 

And therefore 'twill be needlefs to fay any more- 
©n that fubjeft, but only acquajjit thee^ that 
the French Court, tho' they cannot relent of the 
jTAgoxu: they have ufed towards the Prince of Gonde, 
{Ct feem willing to compound the bufinefs with his; 
oit^'the young Duke of Enguien, and by a fubtle- 
artifice, to ftrike twx> ftrokes.for the State ft pnc6,, 
A great IJuke of this Realm has been lately dif- 
patch'd to the Duke of Orleans, to prbpofe a 
match between his daughter and^ Conde**s heir. 
Whereby the£ftate of the Prince- of Conde wiliv 
fall to the Dukeof Orleans's pofTeflionij during tl>e; 
Minority of the young Couple. This is a' wheedle 
to reconcile the Kings uncle to the' Court, who. 
has been a long time eftrang'd. But 'tis thought 
his diji^leafure is of tod deep a dye to be walh'd oiE 
with Court Holy Water. 

I have no more news to tell thee,, fave the deatji' 
of a certain Prince,, whom they, cafl the Duke 6€ 
Elteuf. And it is of no import to the Divan,, 
whether a hundred of thefe Infidel Princes dte.^ 
every day or no, fo long as the Grand Seignigrr 
Jives, and is ever fupply'd with faithful- Minifters. 

For his health I pray, before the*Sun peeps o'er- 
tihe Top* of the Eaftern Mountains^ and after --He- 
hides himfelf in the Vallies of the Weft. NeJ-- 
ther do I rife from my knees at the five appointed: 
Hours, yithout an Qrajfon for Chornezsin^ ariii 
the orhen Baffa'.s of the Pprt., ' V 



JBaris, iQth of the £th MooBy^ 
«itl)« Year 16$^ 
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LETTER XI. 

To Sale Tirchcni Ermin, Superinten- 
dant of the Royal Arfenal at Con- 1 
flantinople. i 

THOU, that haft the charge of the' Ammu- j 
nition defignM for the Conqueft of the j 
World, art fitteft to receive the news of a terrible i 
blow lately given to a city of the Infidels in 
Flanders. 

This place is callM Gravelins, whereof I have \ 
made mention in fome of my former Letters. On j 
the 29th of the laft Moon, the powder of the | 
Maeazine there took fire, whether by accident, 
6r dcpgn, is not certainly known; but thed^- , 
mage it has done is very great. It is reported, that ^ 
a third part of the city is blown up, and the chief ^ 
Fortifications about it, with the Outworks of | 
the Citadel. Three thoufand mortals had their 1 
breath exhaufted by the violent convulfion of the , 
air, and were fent into another World, weU fea- I 
fon'd with SaltPetre: Befides a vaft multitude of 
all forts, that were bufy'd in the ruins of the 
houfes. 

Some fay, ^ certain perfon coming to buy fome 
powder of the Steward of the Magazine, as thef A 
were knocking out the head of a powder barrel, 
the hammer ftruck fire. Others report, that this 
perfon, who pretended to buy powder, was a Spy, 
€>r private Agent of Cardinal Mazarini in thofe 
parts : And that, by his mafter's order, he had 
prepared a certain artificial fire^- enclosed in a fhell 
or pox \ and that, at a certain determined period 
^ time, it would caufe the box to fly in pieces, 

and 
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and fcatter flames almoft as fubtil and penetrating 
asthofeof Lightning. 

Having therefore this little inftrument of mif- 
chief ready, and being inftrufted in all things, he 
with the Steward enter'd the Vaults where the 
powder lay, under pretence of buying fome for 
the Governor of Bruffels. And, when they had 
opened one of the barrels, he thruft his hand 
among the powder, as. though he would take 
up fome to look upon ; at tne fame time dex- 
troufly conveying his little fhell or box into 
the barrel, knowmg that in an hour's time it 
would work its eiFedt. In the mean while feeming 
to diflike that barrel, they open'd another ; which 
he bought, and fo departed. Within an hour af- 
terwards, all the countries round about were afto- 
nifh'dat the dreadful blow, which made the Earth 
to tremble. Thcv fay, it was heard beyond the 
Seas into England. 

Thus the contrivance of this Tragiedy is faften* 
ed on Mazarini ; and fuch is the hatred the people 
bear to this Minifter, that, if an earthquake ihould 
happen in thefe parts, I believe they would accufe 
him as the author of it. 

But it feems as if all the Elements were at War 
againft the Netherland provinces. I have already 
acquainted the Minifters of the Ever-happy Port, 
what diftrefles befel thefe people by florms at Sea, 
and Inundations on Land. After which, the Ele- 
ment of Fire took its turn to chaftifc them. For, 
in the firft Moon of this year, a certain Wind- 
mill, in the Low- Countries, whirling round with 
extraordinary violence j by reafon of a furious 
ftorm ; the ftone at length, by its rapid motion 
became fo intenfely hot, as to fire the mill ; from 
whence the flames, being difperfed by the high 
w^nds, to the neighbouring houfes,. fet a whole 
town on fire. 

And now the wrath of Heaven has been: kin- 
dled again to deftroy thefe Infidcfe : Yet thofe that 
furvive will not be converted. Perhaps they will 

be 



1 



.27« LETTERS WRIT BY 
ijcruin'd piccc-meal^ evea to a final Extermina- 
tion, like the people of 'Aad and Thamod, of 
whom at this day there remain no foot-fteps. 

I pray GOD ^uard the Imperial City and Ar- 
feoal from all *Caiualties of Fire, from Inundations 
of Water, and from Earthquakes : And thy own 
watchful care and prudence will defend the Ma- 
gazines in thy cuftody^ from the fly attempts of 
Traitors and Villains,. 



Fftrif, loth of thf 6th Moon^ 
of the Y'Car 1654* 



LETTER Xn. 

To Mehemct, an Eunuch, in the ScragEo* 

IAcquaimed thee formerly v/iththefirft ncccf- 
fity 1 had to drink wine, that I might the better 
conceal my being a Muflulman, when I Was made^ 
a prifoner. by Cardinal Mazarini s order. I telL 
thee now, this Kquor is grown habitual to me, it 
6eing the natural Beverage of the Country where 
I am, But the French temper it with water, the 
better to allay their thirft, and prevent Fevers l 
Which cuftom agrees not with the ftbmach of a 
Mahometan, who, when he drinks either water or 
wine, loves to have *em pure without mixture. I 
ufe it moderately for my health, and to create an. 
appetite. But this evening I drank a glafe of 
wine, which is Rte to make me abhor it for ever. 
In all probability I (hall turn as ftrift and precife 

- » as 
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SIS a Hodgia. For, in the midft of my draught, I 
liad ^Imoft fwallowed a great Spider, which lay 
<irowned in the wine. The little Beail had pafs'd 
rny lip ; but I foon clear'd my mouth of xo un- 
grateful a morfel. I wifli I could as eafily dif- 
charge my Imagination of the hated Ideas it has 
imbibed with this fatal Potion. Not, that I think 
I am poifoned, or have received any real damage 
from the Spider : The woril Venom lies jin my 
own Fancy. It will be impoffible for all the water 
in France to wafli away the prejudices J have 
conceived againft this little Infeci:. I have a per- 
fe<St Antipathy againft it. The fight of a Spider 
would alwajis make me fweat and tremble. W ow 
if ever I mould tafte of wine agarn, I fhould 
imagine every mouthful I fwallow'd had a ^pider in 
it. My reafon tells me, there was no danger if I 
had one in my ftomach \ having feen a Phyfician,. 
without the ufe of any Antidote, fwallow tw;© pr 
thr^e large Spiders in a glafs of wine : And this 
was his ordinary praftice every morning. And moft 
of that profeflion maintain, that Spiders, fo 
drank, can do no harm ; yet my Antipathy over- 
comes my Reafon in this point. And if Galen or 
Hipppcrates were alive, they would not be able with, 
all their learned Demonftrations, to reconcile me 
to a Creature, for which I have an invincible 
. Averfion and Abhorrence. I had rather encounter 
with a Lion or Tiger in the Defarts of Arabia, 
provided I had but. a fword in my hand, than to 
•have a Spider crawling abput me m the dark. And 
therefore I have often envied the happinefs of the 
Irilh- men ; for in that Ifland, they fay, no veno- 
mous Creature will live. The fame is reported 
of. the Ifle of Malta ; which wonderful privilege 
both thefe Ifiands afcribe to the Prayers of certain 
Saints. ' 

Thei-e is no reafon to be given for thefe fecret- 
Antipathies, which are difcover'd in many men* 
Some .will fweat and faint away, if tbcre be a Cat 
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in the room where they are, though they know 
nothing of it. any otherwKb than by the fecret 
Intimations of his unaccountable Senfe, which 
Nature has added to the other five. I have feen a 
gentleman drop down in a fwoon, as foon as he 
enter'd a chamber where there was a Squirrel kept 
in a cage. And thofe that knew him (aid. It was 
iiis conftant infirmity. 

If there be any truth in the dodlrine of the 
foul's Tranfmigratidn, I (hould think the heft rea- 
fons for thefe private Antipathies might be drawn 
from fome former ftate of the foul. And accord- 
ing to that'fuppofition I fhall conclude, that I 
had been a Fly before I came into this Body j and 
having been frequently perfecuted by Spioers in 
that itate, do liill retain the dread of my old 
enemy, which all the circumftances of my ^- 
fent Metamorphofis are not able to eiFace. But' 
if this be fo, I wonder I fliould have no diftintSi 
remembrance of my former little volatile life*; 
fmce Pythagoras, the great patron of the Mctem- 
pfychofis declares, that he could remember /cve«- 
rai changes he had undergone. And particularly 
recounts, how he led a merrier life when he was a 
Frog, than fince he became a Philofopher. 

It itftbrds me a matter of thought, and is no 
fmaU diverfion to behold the contrariety- that is 
in mens diet. One man never taftcs of Fife 
all his days, another abhors Fkfh ; this faints if 
his Bread be cut with a knife that has touched 
Gheefe, that fwoons at the fmell of Mutton. Men 
have as different appetites, as they have fdces. 
Some are fqueamifh, and almoft naufeate every 
thing that others eat freely= of : Again, thefe 
are others to whom nothing comes amif^. For 
my part, I have many- averfions in point of diet: 
And, above ali things, I can never be reconcile 
to. the eating of Infects, Serpents, and other rep- 
tile Creatures; yet here arc men in this Kihg- 
dom, who live upon Frogs, Vipers, Grafliopp^W] 
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and fuch kind of loathfome Animals. . And I have 
read of a People in the Southern Parts, of Africa, 
who had no other diet but falted Locufts, which 
they catch in the fpring ; when certain Winds 
t>rine innumerable fwarms of them over the land, 
fb that all the Counrry is covered. Theft Peo- 
ple are very lean, aftive, and blaclf. Tney run 
iWift as Stags, and will climb trees, ^nd lump from 
one bough and tree to another, as JiimWc as Apes 
and Sc|uirrels. But they are ihort-liv'd", never 
exceeding forty years of age. For, about that 
time, they feel a violent itching all over tiicir 
bodies j which tempting them to fcratch thenri- 
lelves, they never ceafe 'till they make holes: in 
their fldb, where certain winged Infefts breed : 
Which multiply fo faft, that in a little time they 
devour the poor wretches, Thi» is thought txxw 
the rcfult of their ill diet. 

Let not what I hftve faid create any fqueamtih- 
nefs in thee, but eat ^y PiUw with « sood ftc^ 
' mach : For that Food hai the BenediSkion. oC 
GOD and hU Prophet. 

Farify tsd of the 6ik Mooi^ 
•f the Year 1^54^ 
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LETTER Xlli. 
To the Kaimacham. 

XHE King of France has been folcmnly' 
crowned at Rheims ; where were prefent hi$ 
ler and Brother, Ciirdinal Mazarmi, divers 
Princes and No^es, ,and Forcien Minifters. But 
nothing could perfuade the King's Uncle, the 
Duke of Orleans, to graee thisCeremcny with his 
prefence. He has jk<;lar€d he will never come to 
the Court fo I^ng as Cardinal Ma^arini is there. 

Marfhal Turenne has received private orders to 
nepair fpeedily lohis army in Fland^s. What 
m; 4^A8** ^ "^^ f2« tnpt ceriaiiin. SoaiG fty. He is 
gone to furpriae Gravelins, a city in Flandcn, 
lyhicb was lately fo fuin'd by the blowipg up of 

SJ Maga:^e, ihat it i$ «ot m a concbtion to re- 
. theFreaciiJhpiiJd theyaflmiltie. ; 

Others fay, the King h^ coovnandod bk Gc« 
neral to lay fiege to Stenay, a city belonging to the 
Prince of Conde, a place of gueat ftrfogtbi W 
cxcmifitely fortify'd. 

'Tis reported, that Cardinal Mazarini holds a 
correfpondence with the Governor of this ih?ng 
Hold : And that on this ground it was he promised 
the King, on the Honour of his Purple, that, if 
he would fufFer his army to lie down before it, 
it fliould by fuch a day be delivered into his 
hands. 

The Duke of Lorrain, of whofe imprifonment at 
, Antwerp, I informed Muftapha Berber Aga, is now 
rcmov'd from thence, ana fent to Spain ; from 
whence *tis believed he will never come back. 

From the North the Poft brings news of the re-^ 
fignation which Chrifttna, Queen of Sweden, has 
made of her Crown, to her Coufin, Prince 
Charles. They add. That (he caus'd a Crown to 
be made with this Infcriptio/i, From GOD akd 

Christina i 
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Christina ; and that flie placed this Crown on 
the Prince's head with her own hands, having be- 
fore abfolv'd all her Xubieib from thjsir Oams of 
Fidelity to her. 

The fame Poft alfo tells us of a mighty army 
of Mufcovites, which are eruter'd into' Poland, de- 
flroying and laying defolate wherever they comei 
TThe pretended caufe of this invafion is faid to \^ 
SL difguft the Czar has taken at a certain Hiftoriaji 
and Poet of Poland j who, in reciting the Wars 
between thofe Nations* had made a miftake in the 
CJenealogy of the Mufcovite Emperors, naming 
the Fathier for the Son. The Czar, being inform'a 
of this, demanded the Head of thp Writer ^s ,zx^ 
atonement; which being deny'd, he rufti'd inta 
the territories of Ppjandj, to revenge Jiimftlf, by Are 
and fword. ' 

Tbefe are the afti«hs of fuch as prflpnd to foU 
low the example of Jefys, the Meffias ; who comr^r 
manded men to foreive Injuries, ^en as did oup 
Holy Prophet ; yet they fcruple not to accwfe us of 
what they theoiieke? are.only ^ujlty. .Thw§^ whUft 
they are Chriftians in Name, w« Ib^w by aur 
Yt^^Q i:l»i«.we.3j;e..tr.ue Pifciples of the,yeii»i!ite 
Jefiis, , ' . . 

Doubtle/s all mih aije juft^ir wieke4 by.NaturcJ, 
Every man's Fate is engravejni pii his Forefcca^d* 
And neither the Precepts nOr Exaipples of ' Jefus^ 
or Mahomet, can alter the Incliji^tion of*th<>(fe» 
whofc Stars havefii^n'd 'em in tUei> Nativity .wita 
the indelible charafters of Vice. 

^arjs^ 3d of the 6th Mo^^ . 
oFthe Year 1654, • 
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LETTER XIV. 

To Dgnct Oglou. 

TTIthertQ I have been in a Wildernefs, or at 
JL Jl lead I'll fuppofe it, wandering up and down, 
loil^nd confounded in the dark, without' fun, ftar, 
land-mark, or any faithful Guide to dire^ me. 
What fhall I do in thb cafe ? I am tired with 
perpetual rambling, and reft dare I not ; neither 
can L fuch is tfiy uneafinefs, even in the only cir- 
cumftance which gives to other men repofe. 

Tlius I didiourife with myfelf when 1 am alone,, 
and confider my prefent ftate as a Moital. The 
frtiferies of this life arc the Themes of my firft 
contemplation j and *tis but reafon it fhould be fo,^ 
becaufe we feel them every moment. They touch. 
our fenfe nearly^ and afflict us with fharp pains. 
Yet they ^e but like the fting of a Wafp^. violent 
for a time, but lafl not Tong. 

Tfai^thoufirht carries me farther, and puts me 
upon an endlefs meditation, wbat will befal me 
after I am dead. When I have contemplated all 
that lean, ran over a thoufand paths of fancy, and 
trackM all the footftepsof the Wife, or of fuch 
as were eftetm'd fo ; ftill I find myfelf in a. De- 
flut, more entangled than a traveller loft in the 
Foreft of Hyrcania, which extends from the moft* 
Northerly part of Mufcovy, to, fome Provinces 
in the German Empire j and 'tis reputed five hun- 
dred lea|;ues in length. 

In this bewilder d condition I met M^th^ many 
pretended guides; one telling me this is the way,, 
another that. But, becaufe they do not agree in 
their advice, I know not which to truft 5 and am 
inclined to fufpe£l fome for cheats, and the reft 
for fools ; as much at a lofs, if not more thaa 
myfelf. ' 

Permit 
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Pet-mit me to difcourfe with freedom, my dear 
Ogiii&t, and let us unmafk like friends. What 
ilgnifies all that the Imaums and MoUahs can fay 
of Paradife and Irlell, fince none of 'cm have been 
there to make an experiment? Why fiiould we. 
fiifFer ourfelves to be amus'd with notion$ of things, 
\^hich for aught we know have no other exiftence, 
but in the Harangues of the Preachers, and the 
fancies of the credulous ? 

Think not that I am going to perfuade thee to 
the Herefy of the Muferin, who deny the Being 
of a GOD. I tell th^e, I am no Athieft. From 
every thing I behold, my thought foon flies up to 
a firll: Caufe ; and there 'tis daui'd into a thouiand 
Queries. This I lay as a folid foundation, "All 
*' things were not always in the fame- ftateas they 
•* are now," (my experience demonftrates to the 
contrary.)' Buthow;much longer they have been 
otherwife, than my own remembrance, I cannot 
be afliir'd but by the confidence which I repofe in 
people. that are older than myfelf, and the faith I 
give to books. Both which ngr^e in this. That 
they are guilty of contradiftions without number. 

Thofe that, were bgrmbefore me, and liv'd in the 
Days;of Sultan Mahomet III. tell me many paf- 
iages'of his Reign, quite differjent from the rela- 
tions of others, who alfo livM in thdfe times, aiid 
remark'd the tranfe^ions of their age. 

llike the difagreemqnt I find among Autl:ors^ 
who ^ave committed tof writing the Hiftories of 
former Times. 'Tis diiEcult to encounter with 
two men of the fame opinion, even as to matters 
of fack. Some take a pride in di%uifmg the 
truth, whilft others have not flciilto take off the 
ma^- '. There are a ifort of perfbns : iiri the world, 
men of fupine and eafyjuc^tnentsv. credulous, and 
not daring to call in q.ueftioii.what h^ been tranf^ 
mkted to them fronpti the Authority: of fuch. and 
fuch a writer. They fuperftitioufly revere, as an 
Oracle, the Matlufcripts <jf a mortal roan like 
thcmfelves, fphjeft to as many 'frailties and mif- 

- .■' takes; 
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takes. And all this, only becaufe they have been 
taught ta do (o from their Infancy : So forcible b 
the influence of Edttcation. Thus the Hebrev?!» 
bdieve the Records of their Nation to be of divine 
(irfc;i&al, diough they want nc« verbal contra- 
4ii^ons,and abound with logical and philofoDhicd' 
inconfiftencies. But that which is of greateft mo^ 
metit' is, that neithel- they nor any other natiewi, 
no not even the Affyrian or Egyptian records, come 
KCar the immeflfe chrwKdogies of the Chinefe and 
Indians. So that, aftiidft luch vaft variety of ac- 
counts, a man knows not -where to fix his belief. 
But whether thfe world be only^ five or fix thoufand 
years <^y or of a more infinite anti<iuJty,-this is 
i furemajiim, That Something is Eternal. Evert 
the Jews and Chriftians, who deny the eternity j 
of matter, and afiert the creation of the worJd out 
of NoTHiWG, in a determined period of time, 
inufl of neceffity own. There was an eternal and 
infinite emptinefe or vacuity, which is the fame as | 
Mofes calls by the natoe of Nothing : Which \ 
will foundasharflito PhilofojAy as the Eternity 
of Matter does in their Divinity. Nay, if. I 
miftake not, 'tis of a worfe confequence,, even in 
the Dodbrines of Religion, to aflei:t an infinite Pri- 
vation, or want of Exiftenccy to be co-eternal 
With the fubftantial GOD, who is omnipotent, i 
living, and ftrtaigj than to affirm Matter itfelf 
to- be oo-eternai with him, fince this is an »9fiai 
SuWlance, and may with reafon be fuppos*d, a^ 
a fl^efiary Emanation of his Power and Good-" 
nefs ; whereas the other is a mere nak^ Poterttl- 
aiity, a Non-Entity, as the Wdftfem Philofophers 
call it ; and therefore cannot be conceived to Bo^ 
firdBi'tiic Divine Nature, which is Effifential • Lift 
and Being* Yerindiefe nice aid rerfiote fpetul^ 
tions I am timorcus^ and dare not be pofitive ; kff 
I ihould profime the'honbiar of the Sovereignly 
Good^ who is' the Breath of our Ndlrils. To 
fpcak the truth, I am wai^ering in all things hvtt 
this- : That there k »t Enerttal Miad^ ^mff^^ 
S prcfciit, 
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prefeht, the Root and Bafis of all Things vifible and 
anvifible, whom we call Alia, the Support of in- 
finite Ages, the Rock and Stay of the Univerfe. 

Let thou and I, dear friend, perfevere in adoring 
that fuperlative Eflenceof EUences, with internd 
and profound Devotion: Let our thoughts be 
pure, our words few, and thofe full erf" innocent 
and grateful flames. For aiTuredly, GOD delights 
not in the babbline of the tongue. 

As for the reft. Let us live according to our Na- 
ture and Reafon, as we are Men. Tor we may 
believe. That the indulgent Father of all Things 
ivill accept us, if we fquare our aftions according 
to this Rule, without aiming at the perfedtion of 
Angels. 

In a word. Let us love all human Race, and fhew 
juftice and mercy to the Brutes. For, in fo doing, 
we fliall not be unkind to ourfelves. 

Paris, 15th of the 7th Moon, of the Year 1654, 
according to the Chriftian Style. 



The End of the Fourth Volumi, 
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